
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for August is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  We continue to maintain our normal schedule of assemblies. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the seriousness of the Corona Virus outbreak some 
members have stayed at home and may continue to do so, but most are back at 
services regularly.  We respect decisions being made regarding the virus. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Zola Basham will have hip surgery at the Tupelo hospital 
Wednesday (26th).  Remember her sister, Sula Maxey, who had shoulder 
surgery.  Donna Criswell has some health issues.  Neither her aunt, Nell Barrett 
nor her brother-in-law is doing well.  Donna provides most of her aunt’s care.  
Telford Hamm’s doctor told him his leg was about the same, so no surgery is 
planned for now.  Remember Telford’s brothers and brother-in-law.  Jack Elliott 
had a video conference with his new doctor and the doctor says he can do a 
procedure that will help his heart problems.  This will be scheduled in about three 
weeks.  Remember Jack’s niece.  Nancy Summerford’s mother is in last stages 
of Alzheimer’s.  Virgie Waddle is doing better and was able to be at services this 
past Wednesday.  She will not, for now, be moving in with her daughter.  
Remember Virgie’s sister-in-law, Jean Malone in the nursing home in Golden. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
in the Red Bay News in July.  Copies of this issue are on the table in the foyer 
for those who do not receive a paper.  These may also be used to give to a friend 
or neighbor.  When these are depleted, more can be printed.    There is also an 
ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.   
There are DVD copies of past TV programs available.   The radio program on 
95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday  continues.   Please pray that these efforts will 
reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  All the meetings that I knew about have 
been cancelled.   If you know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the 
one making announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Others can stop you temporarily, but you're the only one 
 who can do it permanently. 
 
• Man is the only known creature who can reshape and  
 remold himself by altering his attitude. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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THE HEART BEHIND THE SYSTEM 

By Joe R. Price 
 
 Recent protests against the unjust and deadly treatment of 
George Floyd ignited a smoldering ember in America.  I do 
not know what was in the heart of the police officer who sat 
upon George Floyd's neck except by seeing his actions that 
led to Floyd's death.  Neither do I know what was in the hearts 
of the other officers who were on scene.  Their involvement in 
this tragic event should be judged based on the evidence.  
Impartial justice, not reactionary outrage, must prevail for any 
society to exist peacefully (Deut. 1:16-17). 
 A lot of judging by appearance has happened.  Because 
Floyd was black and the officer was white, there were 
immediate charges of racism.  That is a heart judgment 
rendered by appearance, aided by previous offenses of 
white officers on black citizens.  Is this really the type of 
judging we want others to apply to our lives?  Jesus said, 
"For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and 
with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you" 
(Matt. 7:2).  Let that sink in for a moment. 
 Racism is a sin problem, a heart problem that judges 
others by their appearance instead of righteously (Jno. 7:24; 
Jas. 2:1).  The color of a person's skin is irrelevant to one's 
heart, one's character.  God created all of us in His image - 
and that isn't the color of our skin or any other feature of the 
flesh (Gen. 1:26-27; 1Sam. 16:7). 
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 We do not deny the existence of racism.  How can we?  It 
has been and continues to be an ageless scourge upon the 
face of the earth.  The truth is, racism exists among wives 
and husbands, politicians and academics, police officers and 
soldiers, believers, and atheists - among every race on this 
earth.  Lest we forget, the Jew-Gentile tension displayed the 
trauma of race relations long before today's race problems 
(Acts 10:28; 11:2-3).  The Jewish-Samaritan segregation 
and mutual disdain had its roots in race distinctions (2Kgs.  
17:24; Jno. 4:9; Lk. 9:51-56).  Such divisions thrive where 
there is no fear of God (2Kgs. 17:25).  The gospel of Christ 
continues to be the answer to this sin (Jno. 4:10, 14; Acts 
10:34-35; Eph. 2:11-18). 
 We reject the view that past expressions and actions of 
racism and its oppressive treatment of others automatically 
defines an entire generation or nation today.  Some believe it 
does.  Social justice movements are being endorsed and 
funded as alternatives to what they see as America's 
systemic racism.  They say the system is corrupt.  It must be 
torn down and replaced.  Yet, if hearts are not changed, 
people will eventually abuse and be abused under a new 
system - whatever that system is.  Without changed hearts, 
the strong will invariably exploit the weak (Jas. 4:1-10).  Any 
nation, regardless of the systems that govern it, will be 
brought down by God when it oppresses its people (Amos 
5:10-27).  Nations change when the hearts of their citizens 
change (Jonah 3:4-10).  Solomon's wisdom continues to ring 
true, "Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to 
any people" (Prov. 14:34). 
 Children do not inherit the sin guilt of their fathers (Ezek. 
18:4, 20).  Therefore, we should not try to make this 
generation guilty of its forefathers' sins.  Each generation is 
accountable for itself.  History cannot be canceled by a 
penknife, an eraser, or a sledgehammer (Jer. 36:20-24, 32).  
We should not try to do so.  Instead, history informs us so 
we can acknowledge past failures (and successes), then 
take responsibility for ourselves and make needed 
improvements (Deut. 31:9-13; Neh. 8-9; Rom. 15:4; 1Cor. 
10:6-13). 
 I cannot repent of my forefathers' sins, and neither can 
you.  We should stop trying to do that, and repent of our own 
sin, whether it is the prejudice of racism or some other 
transgression (Acts 17:30; 1Jno.  1:9; Jas. 5:16).  Let's all 
work on loving God and our neighbors as ourselves (Matt. 
22:37-40; 7:12).  That is the heart of the matter. 

COULD THE CHURCH BE WRONG? 
By Robert F. Turner 

 
 Could "the church" be wrong?  Is it possible that a portion---or even all of the 
members of a congregation (including their elders) could be in error with 
respect to doctrine and/or practice?  Could several congregations be wrong?  
Could a majority of congregations be wrong? 
 One of the most basic fallacies of Roman Catholicism is its conception of 
the "infallible" church.  But someone says, "The church of the New Testament 
could not be wrong!" WHICH ONE will you use as your example?  The one at 
Corinth?  Ephesus?  Laodicea?  But you say, "I'm referring to the 'whole' 
church, the body of Christ." And I remind you that this organism, this relation of 
individuals to Christ, does not exist as a functional organization.  The 
characteristics of the perfect church must be gleaned piece by piece from the 
divine records.  By command, example, and necessary inference we learn what 
Christ would have us be and do as a local church.  The divine purpose and 
intent alone is without fault.  In all functional churches---and here the N.T. allows 
us to speak only of individual congregations---the human element is present, 
and we are forbidden to use such a church as a pattern (2 Cor.10:12). 
 The New Testament, the covenant or law of Christ, is that which was 
set up on the first Pentecost after the resurrection (Isa. 2:1-2; Joel 2; Acts 
2) and the body of people who accepted this law, and by a practice of its 
instructions brought into being the Jerusalem congregation, were the 
product---not the makers of a divine standard. The same principle 
continues to this good day, and both the First and Twentieth Century 
churches could and do err.  (See Rev. 2-3). 
  In every century, in every generation, each church must prove its right to 
the name "church of Christ" by showing identity with the divinely approved 
church characteristics found in the New Testament.  We must pay more than 
lip-service to this principle.  When we begin to think a thing is right because a 
"Church of Christ"---or a majority of the "Churches of Christ"---or ALL of the 
"Churches of Christ" do or teach it, we have become sectarian in our 
conception of the church, and need to revise our thinking. 
 God's word is the pattern by which a true church must be cut.  Did you ever 
cut 2x4s to frame a wall, or pickets for a fence?  If you obtained a pattern, cut 
the first by that pattern, then threw the pattern aside and cut the second by the 
first---and so on---you learned the fallacy of identity by succession.  Any slight 
difference in the second was passed to the third---and the slight difference of 
the third was added to the error of the first, and passed on.  To cut a true wall, 
or fence, we must measure each cut by the original pattern.  This is no less true 
with reference to the church. 
 A crying need of our time is a firm resolve to determine right by an appeal to 
God's truth, rather than to "a well-defined and clear-shown majority of the 
Churches of Christ in Texas." Cancellations will be received with as much grace 
as we can muster. 


