
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for September is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  Thankfully, we have been able to resume our normal schedule of 
assemblies. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the seriousness of the Corona Virus outbreak some 
members have been staying at home and may continue to do so, as a result of 
underling health issues or just precautionary.  We respect their decisions. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Zola Basham had hip surgery and is doing well.  She 
expects to be at services today.  Remember her sister, Sula Maxey, who had 
shoulder surgery.  Donna Criswell has some health issues.  Neither her aunt, 
Nell Barrett nor her brother-in-law is doing well.  Donna provides most of her 
aunt’s care.  Telford Hamm’s doctor said his leg was about the same, so no 
surgery for now.  Remember Telford’s brother and brother-in-law.  Jack Elliott 
had his heart ablation and did well, but then some setbacks, but is now at home 
recovering slowly.  Brenda Elliott was diagnosed with bronchitis and now has a 
migraine headache.  Because of some of her symptoms she was tested for 
Covid-19, but it was negative.  However, she will have another test next week.  
Remember Jack’s niece.  Nancy Summerford’s mother is in last stages of 
Alzheimer’s.  Virgie Waddle is doing better and been able to be at some 
services.  Remember Virgie’s sister-in-law, Jean Malone in the nursing home in 
Golden. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
in the Red Bay News in July.  Copies of this issue are on the table in the foyer 
for those who do not receive a paper.  These may also be used to give to a friend 
or neighbor.  When these are depleted, more can be printed.    There is also an 
ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.   
There are DVD copies of past TV programs available.   The radio program on 
95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday  continues.   Please pray that these efforts will 
reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  All the meetings that I knew about have 
been cancelled.   If you know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the 
one making announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Action and feeling go together, and by regulating the 
 action, we can directly regulate the feeling. 
 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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NIP IT IN THE BUD 
By Terry Francis 

 
 A close friend recently shared that he spoke to his 
daughters about their school “nipping” some bad behavior “in 
the bud.” They were puzzled and confused.  Apparently, my 
friend has been slack on his parenting skills and has not 
shared “The Andy Griffith Show” with his children. 
 The phrase has its origin in the debudding of plants.  The 
phrase “nip in the bloom” was cited in Henry Chettle’s 
romance Piers Plainnes Seaven Yeres Prentiship in 1595.  
But most know the phrase “nip it in the bud” because of 
everyone’s favorite deputy, Barney Fife.  He famously 
ranted, “Nip it in the bud!  You got to nip it in the bud!  … Nip 
it!  You go read any book you want on the subject of child 
discipline, and you’ll find that every one of ‘em is in favor of 
bud-nippin’… Only one way to take care of it.” 
 The reality is that Barney’s advice is fantastic for the 
disciples’ approach to sin.  Sin should be nipped in the bud.  
It should be stopped before it ever begins. 
 James wrote, “But each person is tempted when he is 
lured and enticed by his own desire.  Then desire when it 
has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully 
grown brings forth death” (James 1:14–15).  There are 
several different stages of the process of temptation.  At 
each stage one has the opportunity to avoid sin. 
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 First, there is the lust, or desire, stage.  James says 
people are tempted by their own desires.  Those desires 
were described by John as the lust of the eyes, the lust of 
the flesh, and the pride of life (1 John 2:15–17).  Each 
person is constantly being bombarded by Satan with desires.  
Desires that feed the flesh.  Desires for things that can be 
seen.  Desires that boost one’s confidence and reputation.  
Sin can be stopped when that person remembers that 
serving God is a greater desire than their own lusts. 
 Second, the desire is conceived.  Because the person 
fails to control his desire, he begins to seek ways to fulfill the 
lust.  If his desire is immorality, he will seek ways to find 
privacy in order to fulfill the desire.  If his desire is fame and 
reputation, he will seek ways to fulfill that desire even at the 
expense of others.  Paul describes this process as making 
provisions for the flesh (Romans 13:14).  The solution was to 
put on Jesus Christ.  Rather than making plans to fulfill one’s 
lusts, they should seek to serve Christ. 
 The third step is when the individual gives in to sin.  They’ve 
thought about it.  They’ve made plans.  It is finally time to commit 
the sinful act.  It’s still not too late to say “No!” To stop it before it 
becomes sin.  It can still be nipped in the bud. 
 The problem is that too many take sin too lightly.  Rather than 
stop it at its earliest stages, they play with the idea.  They let the 
lust linger around for a while.  And eventually, they give in.  It 
could all be prevented if they simply followed Barney’s advice of 
nipping it in the bud.  Don’t play with sin.  Stop it when it is no 
more than a desire or a thought.  Nip it in the bud. 

via East Shelby Bulletin; Collierville, Tennessee. 

 

 

  A BROKEN WORLD ... 
By Edward O. Bragwell Sr 

 
 Jesus came into a broken world, but he did not come to 
fix that world.  He, and his followers, did not spent their time 
trying to fix “the mess in Jerusalem or Rome.” The Jews 
were looking for a deliverer (the Messiah) that would fix 
their world.  Jesus let it be known that His kingdom was not 
that kind of kingdom – but a spiritual kingdom in which one’s 
citizenship was in heaven. 

 Jesus and his followers spent their time and effort trying 
to get people to shift their focus from fixing this world to 
preparing for the next world, after this broken world is 
destroyed.  The early followers of Christ were taught that 
they were strangers and pilgrims wandering among the 
nations of this world.  As they were passing through, they 
were to submit to civil powers and be good citizens of the 
lands in which they sojourned – rendering unto Caesar his 
things.  Yet, while they of necessity had to live in this world 
broken by sin, they did not have to be “of the world.”  
 Over two thousand years later, the world is still broken, 
and the kingdom of God still stands.  Jesus still sits on the 
throne of David at the right hand of God on high, ruling in 
the hearts of men and women who submit to his authority, 
and with the ultimate power over the nations of this broken 
world.  He will remain there until God’s longsuffering, which 
allows time for the people of this world to repent, is 
exhausted.  Then Jesus will return to receive His own and 
destroy this world. 
 In recent years, many “Christians” have all but lost their 
faith in “the world to come.” Hence, modern “Christianity” 
has redefined its purpose in the world.  Instead of focusing 
on preparing people for the next world, a world that they no 
longer believe in, they have had to find a different reason for 
“Christianity” to exist.  That purpose has become that of 
“fixing” this world and its institutions.  This is sometimes 
called the “social gospel.”  
 As a Christian, a citizen of Heaven in a foreign land, I 
want to make that little part of this world where I can have 
some influence a better place to live.  However, I must 
realize that I will not be able to fix this broken world.  Evil 
men will grow worse and worse in spite of my best efforts to 
fix it.  When Jesus comes again it will still be broken.  I must 
use the bulk of my time and effort in teaching the world’s 
people how their lives can be fixed by the gospel which 
shifts the focus of their lives from this world to that which is 
to come. 
 “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which 
are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  
Set your affection on things above, not on things on the 
earth.” (Colossians 3:1-2 KJV). 


