
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for September is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  Thankfully, we have been able to resume our normal schedule of 
assemblies. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the seriousness of the Corona Virus outbreak some 
members have been staying at home and may continue to do so, as a result of 
underling health issues or just precautionary.  We respect their decisions. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  George Humphries had a heart attack this past week 
and was hospitalized, but nothing could be done.  His kidney function then 
deteriorated, and now he is at home under Hospice care.  When he is awake, he 
can visit with those who come by.  Zola Basham is doing well following hip 
surgery.  Donna Criswell is under a lot of stress caring for her aunt, Nell Barrett, 
who is not doing well nor is Donna’s brother-in-law.  Telford Hamm’s leg issues 
are about the same, so no surgery for now.  Remember Telford’s brother and 
brother-in-law.  Jack Elliott is doing well recuperating from his heart ablation.  
Brenda Elliott is recovering from her bronchitis.  Remember Jack’s niece.  Nancy 
Summerford’s mother is in last stages of Alzheimer’s.  Virgie Waddle is doing 
better and has been able to be at services some.  Remember Virgie’s sister-in-
law, Jean Malone in the nursing home in Golden. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
in the Red Bay News in July.  Copies of this issue are on the table in the foyer 
for those who do not receive a paper.  These may also be used to give to a friend 
or neighbor.  When these are depleted, more can be printed.    There is also an 
ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.   
There are DVD copies of past TV programs available.   The radio program on 
95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday  continues.   Please pray that these efforts will 
reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  All the meetings that I knew about have 
been cancelled.   If you know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the 
one making announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• The last of the human freedoms is to choose one's attitude in any 

 given set of circumstances. 

 

• He that will not command his thoughts will soon lose the command of 

 his actions. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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A STRONG CHURCH 
By R.J. Evans 

 
 Over the years, much has been written on how to build a 
strong church.  And, no doubt, much of what has been 
written is good, scriptural, and should be applied.  The 
Apostle Paul has given an inspired formula for a strong 
church in Romans 15:14:  "Now I myself am confident 
concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full of 
goodness, filled with knowledge, able also to admonish one 
another."  We would do well to constantly keep before us this 
passage.  
 A strong church is one that is "full of goodness."  To be 
full of goodness is to be characterized by the excellence of 
the inner person which manifests itself in a quality of life that 
is attractive to others.  A striving for moral excellence should 
characterize every member of a congregation in order for the 
church to be strong.  Churches composed of members who 
are of questionable moral character are weak churches.  
Preachers who shy away from strong teaching on moral 
issues for fear such would diminish their numbers in 
attendance are making their contribution to the weakness of 
the church.  The strength of a congregation is not to be 
equated necessarily to the number in attendance at its 
services.  A congregation with thirty-five members who are 
full of goodness is more honorable in God's sight than one of 
several hundred members who are not. 
 A strong church is one that is "filled with all knowledge."  
This means that strong churches are not made up of people 
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who are ignorant of the Bible.  This is true because "faith 
comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 
10:17).  One simply cannot have a strong faith based upon a 
weak understanding of the word of God.  Our age is an age 
of shortcuts and convenience, but there is no shortcut to 
acquiring a genuine knowledge of the Bible.  Nothing will 
take the place of honest, diligent study and meditation of the 
scriptures.  We must study to be approved of God and to 
save our souls (2 Tim. 2:15).  Paul knew that he could not 
expect to help build a strong church at Rome out of people 
who were too lazy to study and meditate on the word.  Let us 
not make the mistake of thinking that we can allow emotional 
excitement, entertainment, or anything else, to substitute for 
the truth of the gospel. 
 A strong church is one made up of members who are 
"able also to admonish one another."  That this might be 
true, two things are necessary: (1) sufficient knowledge of 
God's word in order to communicate it to another, and (2) the 
disposition or desire to do so.  One cannot teach what he 
does not know, and one cannot know the Bible if he has not 
studied it with great interest.  But all the knowledge in the 
world will not make a strong church unless those possessing 
that knowledge are of the disposition to communicate it to 
others.  How sad it is that many members of the church do 
not have enough zeal to admonish their brethren or to 
encourage sinners to obey the gospel of Christ.  Zeal without 
knowledge is just as bad as knowledge without zeal (Rom. 
10:1-3; Lk. 12:47-48).  
 Let us all do our share (Eph. 4:16) so that the 
congregation will be a strong church. 
 
 
 

KEEPING CHURCH MEMBERS 
INTERESTED 

By Mark W. White 
 
 Quite often, the complaint is made that new members are 
not given enough work to do to keep them interested in the 
church.  Is this really accurate?  Is that what the church is to 
do -- assign jobs and keep interest at a peak? 
 I have baptized people who were young and some who 
were aged.  Among them, there have been all kinds of 
people.  Some I have baptized were not completely dry from 

their baptism when they started talking to a close friend or 
relative about their own need of salvation.  These new 
members of the church are spiritual “self-starters”.  They 
require no detailed job assignment from the Elders or the 
preacher.  They simply do what truly converted people do: 
They lead someone else to Jesus. 
 Here is to be found the secret to real spiritual growth.  The 
love of Christ should constrain us to speak for Him.  This is 
what must interest us.  If we are not interested in leading 
someone else to Christ, then being a Christian will not “hold 
our interest” no matter how many jobs and assignments we 
are given.  Far too often, church members are more 
interested in “church work” than the simple work of making 
disciples. 
 Too many of us have a wrong-headed view of “church 
work” anyway.  We are too narrow and limited in our view.  
For many Christians, “church work” is waiting on the Lord's 
table; ushering; counting the contribution; leading singing; 
leading prayer, or reading Scripture.  (All of which are public 
assembly, male activities!)  Once we have done these 
things, we think we have done our work for the Lord!  So, if a 
member seems to become disinterested, our solution has 
been to assign him to the Table more often or to be sure he 
leads prayer more frequently!  We have even been known to 
reward the disinterested Christian with a Bible class to teach!  
Can we not see the absurdity of this? 
 If you have been one to lose interest and complain that 
“No one gave me a job to do,” please be reminded that 
Jesus has already assigned work for His disciples.  “Go 
home to thy friends, and tell them what great things the Lord 
hath done for thee…”  (Mark 5:19).  That’s some job 
assignment!  And it’s guaranteed to give you plenty to do 
until the Lord calls us home.  Our problem is that most of us 
do not want the job we've been given.  We would rather do 
anything except what we are supposed to do. 
 Take a long, hard look at yourself.  Are you losing 
interest?  It is impossible to lose interest in the church if you 
are interested in Jesus.  Your lack of interest in the church of 
Christ may bespeak your lack of interest in the Christ of the 
church! 

--via College View Columns; Florence, Alabama 


