
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for October is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  We have resumed our normal schedule of assemblies. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the of the Corona Virus some members may 
quarantine themselves at home because of contact with an infectious person or 
underling health issues or just precautionary.  We respect their decisions. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Both Jack and Brenda Elliott have been diagnosed with 
Pneumonia.  They are being treated at home with medications and are doing 
some better.  Zola Basham continues to do well following hip surgery.  
Remember her sister, Sula Maxey, who had shoulder surgery.  Donna Criswell is 
under a lot of stress caring for her aunt, Nell Barrett, who is not doing well, and 
neither is Donna’s brother-in-law.  Telford Hamm’s doctor said his leg was about 
the same, so no surgery for now.  Remember Telford’s brother and brother-in-
law.  Nancy Summerford’s mother is in last stages of Alzheimer’s.  Virgie Waddle 
fell this past Thursday morning, but nothing broken, she is just bruised and sore.  
Hopefully, she will be able to be back at services soon.  Remember Virgie’s 
sister-in-law, Jean Malone in the nursing home in Golden. 

COVID-19  Richard Hammock’s dad is in the hospital with covid-19 and his sister 
tested positive, but not in the hospital.  His mother tested negative.  Tony and 
Lynette Horton and their daughter Alyssa have tested positive for covid-19, but 
all are getting better.  There may be others that I do not know about. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, will 
be inserted in the Red Bay News either this week or next week.  Copies of the 
new issue are on the table in the foyer for those who do not receive a paper.  
These may also be used to give to a friend or neighbor.  When these are 
depleted, more can be printed.    There is also an ad in the local paper once a 
month offering a free Bible correspondence course.   There are DVD copies of 
past TV programs available.   The radio program on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each 
Sunday  continues.   Please pray that these efforts will reach people interested in 
studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  All the meetings that I knew about have 
been cancelled.   If you know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the 
one making announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• We cannot do everything at once, but we can do 
 something at once. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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GOD SAVE THE FAMILY 

By Dee Bowman 
 
 The moral climate in our country has deteriorated 
steadily since the 1950's.  The change from Father 
Knows Best to MTV is astounding.  
 I’m not one to flaunt the “good old days.” Our 
memories tend to tolerate only the good stuff 
anyhow; and we don’t remember what was not good 
at all.  Modern technology, communication, and 
medical advancements have made “the good old 
days” not so good by comparison.  But the moral 
standards of that day make the “good ole todays” not 
so good, either.  
 The reasons for our modern immoral morass are 
complex and not easily understood.  Just what 
happens is open for speculation by those who know 
more about culture, environment, psychology, and 
societal differentiations than do I.  But one thing I 
know: the failure of the family un it has contributed 
more to the moral depletion in this country than any 
other single factor.  
 The family is the beginning place for society.  If the 
family fails, so does society.  And I fear for the failure 
of the family unit.  Now, don’t take that statement 
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lightly.  To whatever extent the family is diluted, to that 
same extent society suffers.  It’s scary, folks–scary 
how the families of this day bear so little resemblance 
to the pattern first instigated by God.  
 For instance, the most basic part of the family unit 
is understood in two terms: headship and help -meet.  
The Bible teaches that the husband is the spiritual 
mentor of the family (Eph. 5:22-25; 1Cor. 11:1-3).  
That fact is fundamental.  Furthermore, it is 
necessary to the proper function of the family.  The 
wife is to submit to and honor her husband (Eph. 
5:22; 1Tim. 2: 9-15), and provide for him such help 
as will make his obligations easier.  And children are 
to honor and obey their parents (Eph. 6:1-2).  In all 
three cases, the failure to honor these commitments, 
all three of which were instituted by God, brings 
about ill-defined roles, poorly defined obligations 
and, as a result, an unsettled family.  
 Love is the mucilage, the glue if you please, that 
holds the whole fabric of marriage together.  Now, I 
know you already know that.  But I’m not talking 
about some sentimental attachment, or some erotic 
l inkage.  I’m not talking about emotional fee l ings, 
either.  I’m talking about the kind of love that makes 
a hard day–one where things go wrong–easier to 
bear.  I’m talking about one where a fuss disrupts 
the family, one where somebody in the family gets 
out of line, and love–real love– is required to solve 
the problem (see 1Cor. 13).  I’m talking about 
headship and help-meet in regard to such matters, 
one where scripturally defined roles are used to 
solve the problems.  That’s real love–love for truth 
as well as love for one another.  
 Communication is the lifeline of a good family.  It’s 
necessary that wives and husbands learn–yes, I said 
learn–to talk to one another.  Not only that, it’s 
necessary that wives and husbands learn to listen to 
one another.  That’s the root of all communication–
transmission and reception.  When one or the other 

is impeded, there is a problem.  I’m not a good 
counselor, but I have done enough of it through the 
years to know that a lack of sound communication 
skills, coupled with too much pride is the cause of 
nearly every marital difficulty with which I have had to 
wrestle. And the simple fact is that talking when it’s 
time to talk and listening when it’s time to listen would 
solve nearly every marriage problem you can name. 
 And listen carefully.  Families don’t function we l l 
when God is left out.  There’s a void in the various 
relationships where God is not present.  Please be 
clear about this: love is not love when truth is left out 
of it.  True love has truth as its base, verity as its 
energy, and when those are not present, look out, 
because things are about to unravel.  It may not be a 
bombastic explosion, but unravel they will.  One day 
you’ll wake up and there’s no bond left in the 
relationship, no cement to hold it together.  Why?  
Somebody–perhaps both somebodies, or perhaps 
even every somebody in the family–either darted off, 
or gradually drifted away from the truth of God that 
should characterize a good family.  The father didn’t 
do his job, the mother left the home, the kids got out 
of their place, and so it fragmented the family and 
distorted everyone’s role in it.  You can’t have a 
good family that is not based on truth and 
righteousness.  It won’t work.  
 Like I said, I don’t know all the answers necessary 
to ward off our headlong plunge into moral 
decadence.  But I can read the Bible.  I know what it 
says about families and how they are to function.  
And all the psychologists, sociologists, and human 
behavioral specialists, combined, are not going to 
solve the problems in our culture today until they 
return to the original pattern, the one ordained and 
commanded by the Creator–God Almighty.  
 Can you tell I’m serious about this?  

From Dee’s column called “Be Wise Small” in the  
October issue  of “Pressing On” (an “e-magazine) 


