
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for November is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  We are meeting at our normal schedule of assemblies. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Angie McKinney tested positive for Covid-19 this past 
Monday and has been quite ill.  Woodie Edwards was tested for covid-19 but no 
results, however, he evidently has the virus because he has been quite sick.  
Jane was diagnosed with bronchitis.  Drew and Morgan Entrekin tested positive 
for Covid-19.  Their baby was also tested but no results yet.  Brenda Elliott was 
not feeling well Wednesday evening but was feeling better Friday.  Donna 
Criswell’s aunt, Nell Barrett, is not doing well at all, and this puts a lot of stress on 
Donna as her caregiver.  Also, Donna’s brother and brother-in-law are not doing 
well.  Remember Telford’s brother and brother-in-law.  Nancy Summerford’s 
mother has Alzheimer’s.  Virgie Waddle is still not feeling well.  Hopefully, she 
will be able to be back at services soon.  Remember her sister-in-law, Jean 
Malone, in the nursing home in Golden. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the of the Corona Virus some members may 
quarantine themselves at home because of contact with an infectious person or 
underling health issues or just precautionary.  We respect their decisions. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
inserted in the Red Bay News in October.  Copies of the new issue are on the 
table in the foyer for those who do not receive a paper.  These may also be used 
to give to a friend or neighbor.  When these are depleted, more can be printed.    
There is also an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible 
correspondence course.   There are DVD copies of past TV programs available.   
The radio program on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday  continues.   Please pray 
that these efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  I know of no meetings in the area.   If you 
know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the one making 
announcements.   
 
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Every man of courage is a man of his word. 
 
• To know what is right and not do it is cowardly. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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GOD IS THE STANDARD 
By Rick Liggin 

 
 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, 
that we would be called the children of God; and such we 
are” (1Jn. 3:1)!  Wow!  The fact that God calls us His 
children is a really big deal!  It forces us to see how much 
God the Father loves us.  But it’s more than just that God 
“calls” us His children.  Our text affirms “and such we 
are”—we actually are the children of God—and this just 
amplifies even more how much God loves us!  Again, all I 
know to say about that is, “Wow!” 
 But our text goes on to say, “Beloved, now we are the 
children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we 
will be.  We know that when He appears, we will be like 
Him, because we will see Him just as He is” (3:2).  All we 
know about our future existence with God in eternity is 
that in some way “we will be like Him.” And that, too, is 
an amazing thought…an amazing thought that ought to 
impact the way we live our lives now on earth.  Our text 
essentially makes this point, “And everyone who has this 
hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure” 
(3:3).  If our hope truly is set on being with God and being 
like God in eternity, then we will be people who 
consistently and constantly sweep sin out of our lives; we 
will be people who work hard at being pure and staying 
pure just as our Father is pure. 
 These facts rightly considered move us closer to the 
point of this article, because the next thing we read in 
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our text is, “And everyone who practices sin also 
practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness” (3:4). The 
original word translated “lawlessness” here literally 
means to behave or act “without law.” And so, according 
to our text, sin is an action that is “against” or “outside” 
of the law (3:4). 
 Now it is important to note that this verse tells us what 
sin is in a practical sense, but it does not strictly give us a 
definition of the original word for “sin.” In the original 
language of the New Testament, the word “sin” literally 
means “to miss the mark.” It’s as if we are aiming at 
some “mark” or “target,” but we miss the “mark” or fall 
short of our “target.” Now, if the word “sin” means “to 
miss the mark,” then we can’t help but ask, “What is the 
mark (target) that we miss?” And right here is where it 
really gets interesting to me! 
 The Roman letter tells us that “all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).  So, what is the 
“mark” we have missed or the “target” we have fallen 
short of when we sin?  This text makes it clear that the 
mark or target is “the glory of God”!  What we are 
supposed to be aiming at is the glory of God.  When we 
sin, we miss or fall short of that mark!  If “sin” in a 
practical sense “is lawlessness,” then the law of God is 
not simply a list of arbitrary or capricious rules, a burden 
to be borne.  Rather, God’s law is a reflection of His 
glory.  If sin is “lawlessness” that falls short of the glory of 
God, then the law must somehow reflect and express the 
glory of God!  And so, in refusing sin and choosing rather 
to practice righteousness, one chooses to reflect the 
image of God!  What this says is that God Himself is the 
standard of what is right and lawful.  God says, “Be holy, 
for I am holy” (1Pet. 1:16).  In a similar way, His Son 
teaches us, “You are to be perfect, as you heavenly 
Father is perfect” (Matt. 5:48).  And the apostle Paul 
urges us to “be imitators of God, as beloved children.” 
God Himself is the standard!  Sin is everything that God 
is not; and to reach out for sin is to assault the nature of 
God and to assault God Himself. 
 And so, if our hope is actually “fixed” on God—if we 
truly hope to see Him as He is and be like Him—then 
most certainly we will keep on sweeping sin out of our 
lives; we will purify ourselves “just as He is pure” (1Jn. 
3:3). Is it truly your hope to see Him as is and to be 
like Him? 

WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
By Barney L. Keith 

 
 How painful is the thought expressed by one of the great 
poets, John Greenleaf Whittier: "For of all sad words of 
tongue or pen, The saddest are these: 'It might have been!'" 
 Many a person has thrown away his life in drug addiction, 
(including alcohol).  Numerous are those who have thrown 
away their marriages by becoming involved with others.  
Parents have often lost their children by neglecting them, or 
even granting them excessive freedom.  Many are those 
who have thrown away a good name by some ungodly 
behavior.  Do you not suppose that a vast majority of these 
later in life have shed tears of bitter remorse as they have 
thought of "what might have been"?  It is too late, however, 
for all has been lost. 
 This bitter lament is found also in the Bible.  It was 
expressed by the "weeping prophet," Jeremiah (8:20) as 
he sadly exclaimed, "The harvest is past, the summer is 
ended, and we are not saved." God had given His people 
ample time to repent and turn from their idolatrous, 
immoral ways.  They had not shown any inclination to 
respond appropriately to His offers of mercy.  When God 
was no longer willing to tolerate their wickedness, the 
Babylonian captivity became His means of teaching them 
a 70-year lesson.  No doubt there were times in Babylon 
when they mourned and wept over "what might have 
been" if they had only listened to the voices of the 
prophets who had warned them. 
 Such lessons ought not to fall on deaf ears today.  
That individual who has stopped serving the Lord 
faithfully will one day realize what he has given up.  It 
may be too late then to do anything about it.  My dear 
wayward brother or sister, before the "harvest is past" 
and the "summer is ended," you ought to take advantage 
of a merciful God's offer of pardon by repentance, 
confession, and prayer.  Better that, by far, than to stand 
condemned in the judgment and have to think of "what 
might have been." 
 That individual, too, who has never obeyed the gospel 
should ponder seriously what hell is like (according to God's 
word) and submit himself to the rule of Christ in faith, 
repentance, confession and baptism before it is too late to 
do so. Far better this than to be separated eternally from 
God and think of "what might have been."  


