
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for December is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  We are meeting at our normal schedule of assemblies. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Breda Elliott has not been feeling well but was some 
better Wednesday.  Donna Criswell’s aunt, Nell Barrett, is not doing well at all, 
and this makes it harder for Donna to attend services.  Also, Donna’s brother and 
brother-in-law are not doing well.  Regina Hamm’s parents were taken to a 
hospital Saturday evening.  Hopefully, we will know more today.  Remember 
Telford’s brother and brother-in-law.  Nancy Summerford’s mother has 
Alzheimer’s and has gotten a lot worse.  Virgie Waddle is still not doing well.  
Hopefully, she will be able to be back at services before too long.  Remember 
her sister-in-law, Jean Malone, in the nursing home in Golden. 

STAYING IN:  Regina Hamm will not be at services today as a result of being 
around family who have the virus.  As a result of the of the Corona Virus others 
may quarantine themselves at home because of contact with an infectious 
person or other health issues or just precautionary.  We respect their decisions. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, will 
be inserted in the Red Bay News the first or second week of January.  Copies of 
the new issue will be on the table in the foyer as soon as it comes out in the 
paper for those who do not receive a paper.  These may also be used to give to 
a friend or neighbor.  When these are depleted, more can be printed.    There is 
also an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence 
course.   There are DVD copies of past TV programs available.   The radio 
program on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday  continues.   Please pray that these 
efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  I know of no meetings in the area.   If you 
know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the one making 
announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Do your best and then sleep in peace. God is Awake.   
 
• We're too blessed to be depressed.   
 
• Trust God’s authority, not man’s majority. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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DON'T JUMP TO CONCLUSIONS 
By Allen Dvorak 

 
 Elkanah, father of the Old Testament prophet Samuel, 
had two wives, Hannah and Peninnah (1 Samuel 1).  
Peninnah had children, but Hannah was barren.  In a mean-
spirited way, Peninnah "provoked" Hannah because of her 
infertility.  When Elkanah and his wives went up to the house 
of the Lord to worship, Hannah prayed silently to God, 
vowing that if He would give her a son, she would give the 
child to the Lord all the days of his life. 
 The priest Eli observed Hannah praying, seeing her 
mouth move, but not hearing her words.  Eli concluded that 
Hannah was drunk and rebuked her, saying, "How long will 
you be drunk?  Put your wine away from you!" When 
Hannah explained that she was praying with great grief, Eli 
recognized his error and blessed her. 
 We all fall prey to Eli's mistake from time to time.  In order 
to make sense of the world around us, it is necessary for us 
to assign meaning to the actions of others.  We observe 
someone's behavior and we frequently draw conclusions 
about that person based on their action.  Actually, we 
respond to the meaning that we assign to the action rather 
than the action itself.  And sometimes, like Eli, we make 
assumptions which are invalid.  Even if we succeed in being 
objective in our judgment, frequently there is more than one 
possible explanation for one's behavior.  Eli's inappropriate 
rebuke was the result of his error in assigning meaning to 
her action. 
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 It is not difficult to see how all this applies to us.  A friend or 
neighbor does something, and we begin assigning reason to 
their action.  "He said that for the purpose of hurting me." "She 
did that just to spite me." "I know that she said that about me, 
even though she didn't mention me by name." Often the truth is 
that the speaker had no such motives.  Unfortunately, 
friendships are sometimes destroyed because someone made 
unwarranted assumptions about another's actions or speech. 
 This danger of making unwarranted assumptions also 
exists in our study of the Scriptures.  It is easy to insert our 
own thoughts as we decide what the Bible is teaching us.  If 
we are not careful, we will accept the opinions of other men 
without realizing that the Bible does not actually say such 
things.  For an excellent illustration of this, ask your friends 
what kind of forbidden fruit Adam and Eve ate in the Garden 
of Eden.  Why, an apple, of course!  Where does the Bible 
identify the kind of forbidden fruit?  We must differentiate 
between God's speech and our assumptions. 
 How can we avoid this pitfall of accepting incorrect 
conclusions?  With respect to the Word of God, the careful 
Bible student will read and re-read the Word.  He will test his 
religious convictions by that which he has read.  Avoiding 
unwarranted assumptions could possibly save some 
friendships and perhaps our soul also. 
 
 

WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
By Barney L. Keith 

 
 How painful is the thought expressed by one of the great 
poets, John Greenleaf Whittier: "For of all sad words of 
tongue or pen, The saddest are these: 'It might have been!'" 
 Many a person has thrown away his life in drug addiction, 
(including alcohol).  Numerous are those who have thrown away 
their marriages by becoming involved with others.  Parents have 
often lost their children by neglecting them, or even granting 
them excessive freedom.  Many are those who have thrown 
away a good name by some ungodly behavior.  Do you not 
suppose that a vast majority of these later in life have shed tears 
of bitter remorse as they have thought of "what might have 
been"?  It is too late, however, for all has been lost. 
 This bitter lament is found also in the Bible.  It was 
expressed by the "weeping prophet," Jeremiah (8:20) as he 
sadly exclaimed, "The harvest is past, the summer is ended, 
and we are not saved." God had given His people ample 

time to repent and turn from their idolatrous, immoral ways.  
They had not shown any inclination to respond appropriately 
to His offers of mercy.  When God was no longer willing to 
tolerate their wickedness, the Babylonian captivity became 
His means of teaching them a 70-year lesson.  No doubt 
there were times in Babylon when they mourned and wept 
over "what might have been" if they had only listened to the 
voices of the prophets who had warned them. 
 Such lessons ought not to fall on deaf ears today.  That 
individual who has stopped serving the Lord faithfully will 
one day realize what he has given up.  It may be too late 
then to do anything about it.  My dear wayward brother or 
sister, before the "harvest is past" and the "summer is 
ended," you ought to take advantage of a merciful God's 
offer of pardon by repentance, confession, and prayer.  
Better that, by far, than to stand condemned in the judgment 
and have to think of "what might have been." 
 That individual, too, who has never obeyed the gospel 
should ponder seriously what hell is like (according to God's 
word) and submit himself to the rule of Christ in faith, 
repentance, confession, and baptism before it is too late to 
do so.  Far better this than to be separated eternally from 
God and think of "what might have been."  
 
 

BLIND FAITH, INDEED! 
By Greg Gwin 

 
 Those of us who believe in the Bible account of creation 
are often ridiculed for having made a ‘blind leap of faith’.  It is 
unreasonable, we are told, to believe in something that 
cannot be ‘proved’. 
 The type of proof that our critics are asking for is empirical 
proof - - the kind obtained in a scientific laboratory where 
processes are repeated and observed, and where pertinent 
data can be recorded.  Obviously, this sort of thing is 
unavailable when discussing creation. 
 But we do have proof!  Our evidence is of the same sort 
that is used to prove any historical event which cannot be 
repeated.  How would you, for instance, prove that George 
Washington was the first president of the United States? 
 However, if we’re really going to talk about ‘blind leaps of 
faith’, consider the folks who believe in the ‘big bang’ and the 
theory of evolution.  They have no solid scientific proof, and 
those ideas don’t even demonstrate common logic! 


