
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: Hopefully, the schedule for January will be posted on the bulletin 
board soon so the men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  We are meeting at our normal schedule of assemblies. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  With almost no cell phone service, as a result of the explosion 
in Nashville that damaged an AT&T hub, it has been difficult getting information about 
those who are or have been sick.  The last information I had from David Tiffin, which 
was Friday, he was not doing as good as before, but Peggy was doing better.  The last 
information I had about Jack and Brenda Elliott was also Friday.  They were some 
better, but Jack was hurting, and they think it is his pancreas.  I finally got a text back 
from Regina about her mom and dad and she said her mom was better, but her dad 
was not doing well, that he was really weak.  As far as I know Tim Mauldin is still in the 
hospital in Pensacola, FL.  Hopefully, phone service will be better tomorrow, and we 
can get more information. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the of the Corona Virus some members may 
quarantine themselves at home because of contact with an infectious person or 
underling health issues or just precautionary.  We respect their decisions. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, will 
be inserted in the Red Bay News the first or second week of January.  Copies of 
the new issue will be on the table in the foyer for those who do not receive a 
paper.  These may also be used to give to a friend or neighbor.  When these are 
depleted, more can be printed.    There is also an ad in the local paper once a 
month offering a free Bible correspondence course.   There are DVD copies of 
past TV programs available.   The radio program on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each 
Sunday  continues.   Please pray that these efforts will reach people interested in 
studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  I know of no meetings in the area.   If you 
know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the one making 
announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• In the school of experience, no one ever graduates. 
 
• Christians are like coals of fire: together they glow, apart 
 they die out. 
 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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THE GOOD LIFE 
 

 “The good life is here,” read the sign advertising the 
new housing development down the street.  It 
communicates the commonly held view that “the good 
life” is found by being in the right place.  What a sad and 
limiting view!  
 In contrast, Psalm 34 shows us that the good life 
comes from knowing the right person.  No matter where 
you are, you can live the good life if you know the 
goodness of God. 
 David learned this lesson in one of the darkest 
moments of his life.  He lost his job, was separated from 
his family, exiled from his country, sentenced to death, 
and fell at his enemy’s gate (1Samuel 21:10-15).  From 
all angles life was not good.  Yet surprisingly when 
David looked back on the occasion all he saw was 
goodness!  
 First, he saw the goodness of God.  Psalm 34 begins 
with ten verses of praise (34:1-10), and ends with twelve 
verses of preaching (34:11-22).  The order is significant. 
Yes, life is full of “troubles” (34:17).  We are often 
“brokenhearted” and “crushed in spirit” (34:18-19).  We 
are ignorant and needing direction (34:11).  But these 
words do not paint the full portrait! 
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 When we step back to see the activity of God the 
painting is suddenly engulfed in goodness.  The vision of 
God’s goodness comes into focus through praise (34:1, 
personally, “I will;” 34:3, collectively “let us”).  Worship 
draws our attention to how God hears the prayers of the 
humble (34:6, “this poor man”) and answers them with 
deliverance and protection (34:6-7, “saved” “encamped”), 
because “the Lord is good” (34:8). 
 David, you are singing my song!  I was also brought 
low by circumstances, personal weakness, and moral 
failures.  I cried out for help and the merciful Lord heard 
me and helped me.  My song of God’s goodness has 
1000 verses!  Could you not sing along with me? 
 Life is colored by what we choose to look at the most.  
If we stick our nose in the dirt all we see is mud.  Worship 
directs our eyes backward, forward and upward to see 
the activity, promises and character of God.  Only then do 
we see we are surrounded by God’s goodness.  See it!  
Taste it!  Don’t just squint your eyes to believe some 
facts.  All of your senses tingle with the experience of his 
goodness (James 1:17).  Once you see His goodness 
sing it…share it! 
 It is no coincidence that Peter urged believers 
enduring a “fiery trial” to reflect on their salvation and 
remember they “tasted the Lord was good” (1Peter 2:3; 
quoting Psalm 34:10).  Their place was temporarily 
unpleasant, but that could not hide the goodness of God.  
The same goodness that saved them would follow them 
all the days of their life so that they “lacked no good 
thing” (Psalm 23:6; 34:10). 
 Secondly, the good life is not only a gift from God, but 
it comes from following the direction of God.  David asks, 
“Is there anyone who wants to love life and see good 
days?” (Psalm 34:12).  Yes!  Me. But is it really possible 
to love life?  Most people “endure life” or even “hate life.” 
How can we love life?  It happens when God’s goodness 
teaches us to be good to others.  This takes three clear 
forms. 

 1. Talk right.  “Keep your tongue from evil and your 
lips from speaking deceit” (Psalm 34:13).  If we want 
to love life, we must change how we talk (Luke 6:45; 
Philippians 4:8).  We cannot keep telling ourselves 
Satan’s lies without creating hell on earth. 

 2. Do good.  “Turn away from evil and do good” 
(Psalm 34:14). The good life is lived!  One reason 
people “hate life” is because it is all about them.  We 
are “created in Christ Jesus for good works” 
(Ephesians 2:10; Hebrews 10:24). 

 3. Seek peace.  “Seek peace and pursue it” (Psalm 
34:14).  An active peace between people is the 
pleasant breeze of the good life.  Oh, the heartbreak 
of conflict, the grief of strife, and the pain of disunity!  
Blessedness is for “the peacemakers” (Matthew 5:10; 
Romans 12:18; Hebrews 12:14). 

 Peter used David’s poem to show how the “good life” is 
a living testimony to the gospel in a trash talking, self-
centered, violent world (1Peter 3:8-17, note Peter’s 
exposition of “good” talk, behavior and peace in  1Peter 
3:13,16 (x2) 17).  The world needs you to live the good 
life (Matthew 5:13-16)! 

The Good Life Has No Broken Bones 

 David was the first to admit “the afflictions of the 
righteous are many” (Psalm 34:19), but he was certain 
that God “keeps all his bones; not one of them is broken” 
(Psalm 34:20).  In other words, life may land a few 
punches, but it will not knock him out. 
 But is this true?  Will the good life survive?  Just look 
at the cross!  John applies these words to Jesus (John 
19:36, quoting Psalm 34:20).  Yes, he was dead when 
the soldiers came to check on him.  So, Jesus’s legs 
were not broken as the others on the cross.  Jesus had 
more life to live.  This is John’s signpost to the 
resurrection. Ultimately, the good life knows no end!  

From Market Street Messenger 
~via Focus Magazine; November 4, 2020 


