
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for January is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month.  Changes have been 
made due to sickness, so check the schedule for those changes. 
SERVICE TIMES:  We are meeting at our normal schedule of assemblies. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Jack, Brenda and Randy Elliott tested Positive for Covid-
19.  Jack is in Helen Keller with pneumonia in room 441.  After treatment he is 
feeling better.  Randy and Brenda are at home trying to get better.  Regina 
Hamm is recovering from Covid-19.  Regina’s mom, dad and sister are 
recovering very slowly.  Zola Basham was tested for Covid-19 but no results yet.  
I talked to her yesterday and she was not sick at all, but was advised to wait for 
test results before going out.  Richard and Beth’s daughter Holly tested positive, 
and they have been around her.  Also, Beth is not feeling well, so they are 
quarantining. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the of the Corona Virus some may quarantine 
themselves at home because of contact with an infectious person or underling 
health issues or just precautionary.  We understand and respect those decisions. 

OUT OF TOWN: David and Peggy Tiffin will be away for about three weeks. 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING:  This week’s reading is Luke 7-12.  Following this 
schedule, reading one chapter a day, you will read the New Testament this year.   

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
inserted in the Red Bay News this past week.  Copies of the new issue are on the table 
in the foyer for those who do not receive a paper.  These may also be used to give to a 
friend or neighbor.  When these are depleted, more can be printed.    There is also an 
ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.   There 
are DVD copies of past TV programs available.   The radio program on 95.5 FM at 10 
AM each Sunday continues.   Please pray that these efforts will reach people interested 
in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  I know of no meetings in the area.   If you 
know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the one making 
announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Be patient with the faults of others; they have to be patient 
 with yours. 
 

• When you help someone up a hill you find yourself closer 
 to the top. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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Editor’s note:  I had other articles planned for this week.  
Then I read the following article by brother Hutton in his 
bulletin called “TIDINGS” and I thought it would be good to 
share with the folks here. 
 

PSALM 19: WHERE IN THE WORLD ARE WE? 
By George Hutto 

 
 The recent spectacular aligning of Jupiter and Saturn in the 
southwest sky brought attention to the stars, the earth, and the 
birth of Jesus Christ.  The timing was good, at a season when 
folks are feeling the vestiges of religious fervor.  Besides the star 
over Bethlehem pointing wise men to God, the stars in general 
point us to where we live.  Of course, our feet are planted on 
Planet Earth, but in our minds we are sometimes galaxies apart.  
 The 19th Psalm speaks on this point with more clarity 
than “His star in the east” that led the Magi to the Christ.  

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament sheweth his handywork.  Day unto day 
uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge.  There is no speech nor language, 
where their voice is not heard.  Their line is gone 
out through all the earth, and their words to the 
end of the world…, Psa 19:1-4. 

 No translator is necessary for observers to hear the 
speech of the stars, that the heavens, and Earth in 
particular, belong to God.  
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 Perhaps you saw in the news recently the concession of 
an Oxford University think tank, the Future of Humanity 
Institute.  These studied fellows say, in effect, “Intelligent Life 
Really Can’t Exist Anywhere Else.”* They simply look at the 
same information individuals from any level can understand.  
Their findings are characterized like this:  
 “There are countless naturally occurring, but extremely 
lucky ways in which Earth is special, sheltered, protected, 
and encouraged to have evolved life….”  
 “First, we win the lottery for surface temperature and 
protection from space-borne dangers.  Second, we win the 
lottery for the presence of building blocks of life.  Third, we 
win the lottery for the right location for the right building 
blocks.  That’s before anything like the most primitive single 
cell has even emerged.”  
 The folks from the Institute say that there just isn’t enough 
time in a planet’s existence for life to evolve.** Our brother 
Buddy Payne has been teaching that very point for years.  
The Bible and the stars have been stating their case the 
whole while.  
 Some people look at the stars for “goldilocks planets,” 
alien life, and communications from other beings.  Some 
people look at the stars and see God’s handiwork –– His 
own reassurance that He is there.  We should be careful to 
whom we entrust our future.  
 But the 19th Psalm does not end on this point about Earth 
being our home (at least for a while).  

The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the 
heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, 
enlightening the eyes.  The fear of the LORD is 
clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the 
LORD are true and righteous altogether.  More to 
be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine 
gold: sweeter also than honey and the 
honeycomb.  Moreover by them is thy servant 
warned: and in keeping of them there is great 
reward. Psa 19:8-11  

 On Earth, we are in God’s jurisdiction.  INTELLIGENCE, 
much touted, is the opposite of chaos.  The fact that 
God speaks changes everything.  His precepts, 

commandments, enlightening, judgments give shape to 
intelligent life –– human beings.  But, as Ted Koppel once 
said, “After all, they are not the Ten Suggestions.” Who will 
deny that honesty, property rights, civil harmony, familial 
loyalties are anything but good?  These are the things of 
God, along with religious rites and vows.  

 Therefore, we must be bound by our conscience.  

Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me 
from secret faults.  Keep back thy servant also 
from presumptuous sins; let them not have 
dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I 
shall be innocent from the great transgression.  
Psalms 19:12-13  

 God isn’t going to MAKE us do what is right.  If He had 
given us “instincts” to obey every command and a 
“compulsion” to follow every precept, what good would the 
human race be to Him?  A God who can make the stars and 
create living things is deserving of a better kind of obedience 
–– that of free moral agents.  
 Men are put here “that they should seek the Lord, if 
perhaps they might feel after Him and find Him, though He 
be not far from every one of us.” (Acts 17:27)  
 My friend Darryl Taylor has 6 chicken houses, each 
holding 20,000 chickens.  He says the amount of real estate 
for each chicken is only .9 sq. ft. Poor chickens!  The case is 
quite different for us.  We have freedom to roam our 
community, our country, our planet.  Those chickens’ lives 
are about 6 weeks.  We have about 70 years.  How could 
any man, woman, or child feel coerced, forced, or 
hornswoggled into serving the God of Heaven?  
 The truth of the matter is that God is a loving, patient, and 
merciful God.  “Consider that the long-suffering of God is 
salvation.” (2Pet 3) True also is the fact that in the end God 
will hold us accountable if we do not accept Him and serve 
Him through His precepts.  After all, He is God.  Shame on 
us if we do not comply.  Worse, we will be lost!  

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of 
my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my 
strength, and my redeemer.  Psa 19:14  


