
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for January is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  We are meeting at our normal schedule of assemblies. 

OUT OF TOWN: David and Peggy Tiffin will be away for about three weeks. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Regina Hamm is doing some better, but still tired and 
having headaches and some blood pressure problems.  Regina’s mom is still not 
doing well, but the nurse said her numbers looked better and she is off of the 
BiPAP machine and on 65 % oxygen.  Her dad and sister are recovering slowly.  
Jack Elliott is out of the hospital doing better, Randy still has some shortness of 
breath but is some better, Brenda had a bad night Friday night and was running 
a high fever Saturday.  Richard and Beth Hammock’s daughter Holly is doing 
better.  Virgie Waddle is living with her daughter, Lynn, and not doing well at all. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the of the Corona Virus some members may 
quarantine themselves at home because of contact with an infectious person or 
underling health issues or just precautionary.  We respect their decisions. 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING:  This week’s reading is Luke 13-18r.  Following this 
schedule, reading one chapter a day, you will read the New Testament this year.   

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
inserted in the Red Bay News in October.  The new issue will be in the Red Bay 
News either this or next week.  Copies of the new issue will be on the table in the 
foyer as soon as it comes out for those who do not receive a paper.  These may 
also be used to give to a friend or neighbor.  When these are depleted, more can 
be printed.    There is also an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free 
Bible correspondence course.   There are DVD copies of past TV programs 
available.   The radio program on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday  continues.   
Please pray that these efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s 
word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  I know of no meetings in the area.   If you 
know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the one making 
announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Jesus is the way; our Bibles the roadmap; heaven our 
 destination. 
 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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LOVE VERSUS APPROVAL 
By Dean Blackwell 

 
 People often mistake love for acceptance and approval.  They 
equate love with tolerance.  They call people “unloving” or “un-
Christ-like” when they criticize sinful behavior.  True Bible 
believers are often scolded for their opposition to various sins and 
errors.  They are often told by sin sympathizers, “But I thought 
you called yourself a Christian!”  The implication being that one is 
not Christ-like if he identifies and condemns sin and error.  
Several misconceptions are evident, and need to be considered: 
1. Many people obviously don't understand the true 
nature of God 
 Since the days of Adam and Eve, God has always 
condemned sinful behavior.  Christ regularly condemned sin, 
sinful attitudes, and errors (see various places in Matthew 
chapters 5, 6, 7, 11, 12, 15-26, 28).  If condemning sinful 
and wrong behavior is “un-Christ-like,” then Christ was also 
“un-Christ-like!”  By condemning those who condemn sin, 
people also condemn God. 
2. People misunderstand the nature of true love 
 True love “does not rejoice in iniquity” (1Corinthians 13:6).  
True love involves and actually requires the rebuke of sin.  If 
one truly loves his neighbor, as taught by God (Matthew 
22:39), he will warn that neighbor about any conduct that will 
put his soul in eternal jeopardy: Jesus is our example and we 
are to follow Him (1Peter 2:21; John 10:27; Ephesians 5:1-2).  
Jesus said, “Those whom I love, I rebuke and discipline, so 
be zealous and repent” (Revelation 3 19).  Jesus had earlier 
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condemned certain actions and attitudes of certain members of 
five of the seven churches of Asia (Revelation 2 & 3).  In each 
case He identified their sin and warned them of its 
consequences This is what Jesus called “love.”  We should use 
the Lord's definition of love and we should not be deterred by 
those who wish to criticize our criticisms. 
3. The critic of the critic is actually a hypocrite.  
 The Bible explicitly condemns hypocrisy (Matthew 7:1-5).  
If all forms of criticism are wrong; then they are wrong for all 
people, not just for Bible believers!  If one truly believes that 
it is wrong for one to criticize behavior, then he should not 
criticize that one's behavior. 
4. People fail to consider the basis of honorable criticism 
 Bible believers condemn behavior on the basis of BIBLE 
teaching.  God's word is the standard by which sin is judged 
and rebuked.  The word of God is the real critic of sin 
(Hebrews 4:12 --NOTE: the word “discerner” in this verse 
is from the Greek word “kritikos,” from which we get our 
words “critic, critique and criticize”).  When God's word is 
taught, sin is criticized, and we must make no apology for 
this process.  Jesus said that we are judged by His WORD 
(John 12:48; see also Romans 2:16). 
5. Those who are not "with" Christ are "against" Him 
(Matthew 12:30) 
 There is no middle ground.  By condemning God's 
teachers, one sides with Satan and gives comfort to sinners 
(John 8:44; Romans 1:32). 
Conclusion 
 Let us not be ashamed of the gospel nor of those who 
boldly proclaim it (2Timothy 1:8; Romans 1:16). 

--Via the Medford Enlightener 
 
 

I ATTEND THE SUNDAY AND WEDNESDAY  
EVENING ASSEMBLIES BECAUSE: 

By Ed Goates 
 
1. I want to go, and I am wanted. 
2. I need to go, and I am needed. 
3. I had rather be there than anywhere else. 
4. People are watching me and will follow my example. 
5. My soul is strengthened by the teaching. 
6. My heart is warmed by the spiritual songs as I praise God. 
7. I am better prepared to meet in discussion those who do  
 not understand the truth 

WHAT IS SUNDAY TO YOU? 
By J. F. Dancer, Jr. 

 
 I find it interesting as I read interviews of "famous" people what they 
say Sunday is to them.  Usually, it is a day of rest or a day spent with the 
family.  Only rarely is it mentioned that Sunday is a day of worship to God.  
I know that those who read this article will not be considered "famous" in 
the eyes of the world.  However, you are important to God for he sent 
Jesus to die for you (John 2:16; Hebrews 2:9). 
 Sunday is referred to in the Bible as "the first day of the week" (Acts 
20:7) and as "the Lord’s day" (Revelation 1:9).  In neither place is it called 
"Sunday," but Jesus’ tomb was found empty on the first day of the week 
(Luke 24:1-3).  This was the day the Holy Spirit descended upon the 
apostles and the church came into existence (Acts 2), so it is logical that 
"the first day of the week" is "the Lord’s day." So, what does Sunday mean 
to you? 
 It is the day we remember the Lord’s resurrection, and the resurrection 
of Jesus is the very basis of our faith.  If Jesus was not raised, our faith is 
useless (1Corinthians 15:16-17).  His resurrection gives us faith in our 
being raised (1Corinthians 15:52-57) to live eternally with God.  His 
resurrection was a declaration by God that Jesus was truly his son 
(Romans 1:4).  All of this is tied to the first day of the week (Sunday). 
 It is on this day that saints partake of the Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7) as 
a memorial to the Lord’s death and coming again (1Corinthians 11:26).  
As we eat the bread, we remember his body being nailed to the cross 
(1Corinthians 11:24) and the fruit of the vine brings to mind his blood 
(Matthew 20:20; 1Corinthians 11:25) which washes away our sins in the 
water of baptism (Romans 6:3-4) and upon confession of our later sin 
(1John 1:7, 9).  So, what is Sunday to you? 
 It is on this day that we assemble with God’s people.  We come 
together to sing (Colossians 3:16), to pray (Acts 4:24; 2:42), to study 
God’s word (Acts 20:7; 11:23), to give into a common treasury 
(1Corinthians 16:1-2) and to remember the death of Jesus (1 Corinthians 
11:23-29).  In doing these things together we give and receive spiritual 
strength and encouragement.  All these things are necessary to our 
mutual edification as we strive to please God in a sinful world.  So, what 
does Sunday mean to you? 
 Yet, in spite of all this and it being "the Lord’s day" we have the 
tendency to turn it into "my day." We try to get through the worship 
services fast enough that we can have time to eat lunch and then rest, 
visit, shop, or engage in some sort of entertainment.  We try to give the 
Lord two or three hours of his day and use the remainder for self.  Is 
Sunday a special day to you?  In what way?  To the glory of God or to our 
own satisfaction? 
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