
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for February will be posted on the bulletin board so 
the men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  We are meeting at our normal schedule of assemblies. 

FIFTH SUNDAY:  Bruce Tooley will be preaching tonight. 

OUT OF TOWN:  Richard and Beth Hammock are out of town today. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Melanie Ward and her mother Mildred are still sick but 
no severe symptoms.  .Regina Hamm is better, her mother is home from the 
hospital and her dad is doing well.  Jack, Brenda, and Randy Elliott are doing 
better, but not completely well yet.  Donna Criswell’s aunt, Nell Barrett’s, 
condition has deteriorated so that Donna cannot be at some services.  Also, 
Donna’s brother had to be taken to the ER Saturday.  His diagnosis is 
undetermined at this time.   Remember Telford’s brother and brother-in-law.  
Nancy Summerford’s mother has Alzheimer’s and is much worse.  Virgie Waddle 
is living with her daughter, Lynn, and not doing well.  Remember her sister-in-
law, Jean Malone, in the nursing home in Golden. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the Corona Virus some members may quarantine 
themselves at home because of contact with an infectious person or underling 
health issues or just precautionary.  We respect their decisions. 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING:  This week’s reading is Acts 1-6.     

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
inserted in the Red Bay News the first week of January.  Copies of the new 
issue are on the table in the foyer for those who do not receive a paper.  These 
may also be used to give to a friend or neighbor.  When these are depleted, 
more can be printed.    There is also an ad in the local paper once a month 
offering a free Bible correspondence course.   There are DVD copies of past TV 
programs available.   The radio program on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday  
continues.   Please pray that these efforts will reach people interested in studying 
God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  I know of no meetings in the area.   If you 
know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the one making 
announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• What you worship determines what you become. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 

 

Published by the Eastside church of Christ Red Bay, AL  
Meeting at the corner of Hwy 24 East and Meadow Dr. 

Web Site: http://eastsidechurchredbay.com 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Vol.  IV - No.  40 – January 31, 2021 
 

Editor: Jerry L.  Henderson: Send comments to: The Editor; 1205 Hwy 24 East; Red Bay, AL 35583 
 Phone: 256-333-0017 or 662 - 542-3170 - email: jerry@hendersons.net 

 
 

A GODLY MAN IN WICKED SURROUNDINGS 

By Bill Hall 
 

 Elijah was a man who reached true greatness in the 
Lord's service.  He was always ready to go where God 
would send him (I Kings 18:1; 19:15); to pray whenever 
prayer was needed (I Kings 17:20, 21; 18:36, 37), and to 
confront evil whenever confrontation was necessary (I 
Kings 18:17-24; 21:17-19).  He was translated without 
seeing death, and he, along with Moses, was chosen to 
appear with the Lord on the mount of transfiguration. 
 The remarkable thing about Elijah is that he attained 
this greatness while living in a wicked and hostile 
environment.  Had he lived in Judah during the righteous 
reign of Hezekiah or Josiah, we might not be surprised at 
Elijah's attainments.  But he lived instead in Israel during 
the wicked reign of Ahab.  He was subjected to the cruel 
intents of Jezebel.  He was under constant harassment 
and threat of death.  He became so discouraged at one 
point that he asked to die, but he never denied his God. 
 In this wicked environment Elijah was able to influence 
others.  The widow of Zarephath was blessed through 
Elijah (I Kings 17:8-24).  The multitudes on Mount Carmel 
were led to cry, "The Lord, He is God!" through his 
courageous efforts (I Kings 18:39).  Elisha, his successor, 
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must have been greatly influenced by him.  And even 
Ahab was brought to humility on one occasion, clothing 
himself in sackcloth as a result of Elijah's rebuke (I Kings 
21:27-29).  The message of Elijah is clear.  You can live 
a godly life and influence others for good in a wicked and 
hostile environment. 
 When one hears the excuses people make today, it is 
obvious that Elijah's message is badly needed in this 
generation.  People excuse their failure to teach others 
the gospel with, "People are so prejudiced around here 
they just won't listen"; when the truth is, little effort has 
been made.  If they are approached about their ungodly 
conduct, they explain that "You just don't know how 
terrible the people are that I have to work around every 
day".  If their children go astray their explanation is, "Our 
children are faced with pressures that we didn't have 
growing up".  Such statements, repeated often enough, 
become to many a "license" to do wrong and a salve to 
soothe their troubled consciences. 
 We must throw aside our excuses and make up our 
minds to do right.  Elijah could serve God in wicked 
surroundings.  And so can we.  
 
 

A MAN WHO HAD PLENTY 

By Frank Himmel 
 

 Only Luke records Jesus’ story of the rich man and 
Lazarus (16:19-31). Scholars debate whether this was a 
parable or a historical account.  Since parables are true-to-
life illustrations, it makes little difference.  The story is 
addressed to the Pharisees, who were lovers of money 
(v.14).  Their money and outward show of religion impressed 
men (v.15).  Perhaps folks viewed their wealth as an 
indication of God’s approval.  Jesus knew better.  The story 
is about a man who had plenty.  We ought to be able to 
relate to that. 

 He had plenty of money.  The man is not named.  
(Some folks refer to him as Dives, based on Jerome’s Latin 
word for rich.) He was just “a certain rich man.” He could be 
anyone with plenty of money.  Who is that?  Doesn’t rich 
always describe folks who have more than we?  It shouldn’t.  
Most of us have plenty, far more than is essential to life.  
Plenty of money was not the man’s problem.  It was what he 
did with it.  “He habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, 
gaily living in splendor every day” (v. 19).  He consumed it 
all.  It all went to self.  And that was inexcusable because… 
 He had plenty of opportunity to help others.  “And a 
certain poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, 
covered with sores, and longing to be fed with the crumbs 
which were falling from the rich man’s table…” (v. 20-21).  
Sometimes we console ourselves that we would do more if 
only we had opportunity.  Beware.  The problem is rarely 
lack of opportunity; it is unwillingness to see it.  This man 
couldn’t see it lying at his gate!  Neither will we if we, like 
him, are always looking in a mirror.  That focus on self later 
became unbearably painful because… 
 He had plenty of torment.  In Hades, the realm of the 
dead.  The man who had been so comfortable in life was 
now indescribably miserable in death.  Instantly, he became 
the beggar.  “Father Abraham, have mercy on me…I am in 
agony in this flame” (v. 24).  Now he could see clearly.  It 
was too late.  All that remained was an eternity of agony.  
And it was his own fault because… 
 He had plenty of instruction.  At the end of the story the 
rich man pled with Abraham to send Lazarus back from the 
dead to warn his brothers.  “But he said to him, ‘If they do 
not listen to Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be 
persuaded if someone rises from the dead’” (v. 31).  The 
Bible that the rich man had so long ignored contained all the 
instruction, evidence, promises and warning that anyone 
would need.  If that won’t move us, what else would? 
 Are you living daily in service to the Christ who was 
crucified for you?  
 


