
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for March will be posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  We are meeting at our normal schedule of assemblies. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Dottie Henderson went to the Tupelo hospital Friday 
night because of fluid retention.  She is doing well and should be home tonight or 
tomorrow.  We are thankful Melanie Ward, and her mother Mildred are well 
enough to attend services.  We are also thankful Brenda Elliott is now doing well 
enough to attend services.  Remember Regina Hamm’s mother who is in the 
hospital with double pneumonia.  Donna Criswell’s aunt, Nell Barrett’s, condition 
has deteriorated so that Donna cannot be at some services.  Donna’s brother is 
now at home with home health care.  Remember Telford Hamm’s brother, Lee, 
who is now living with Joe Hamm and his family.  Also, remember Telford’s 
brother-in-law.  Nancy Summerford’s mother has Alzheimer’s and is much worse.  
Virgie Waddle is living with her daughter, Lynn, and doing some better.  
Remember her sister-in-law, Jean Malone, in the nursing home in Golden.  There 
are others listed on the power point. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the of the Corona Virus some members may 
quarantine themselves at home because of contact with an infectious person or 
underling health issues or just precautionary.  We respect their decisions. 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING:  This week’s reading is 2Thess 1-3 and Acts 19.   

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
inserted in the Red Bay News in January.  Copies of the new issue are on the 
table in the foyer for those who do not receive a paper.  These may also be used 
to give to a friend or neighbor.  When these are depleted, more can be printed.    
There is also an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible 
correspondence course.   There are DVD copies of past TV programs available.   
The radio program on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday  continues.   Please pray 
that these efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  Because of Covid-19 restrictions, the men 
decided to cancel our April meeting.  I know of no meetings in the area.   If you 
know of meetings or singings, please tell the one making announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Hell will be a truth that many will realize too late. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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THE CONTRARY WINDS OF LIFE 
By Tommy Thornhill 

 
 In Mark 6 we read where Jesus fed over 5000 men at one 
time with only 5 loaves and 2 fishes.  At the conclusion of 
this occasion Jesus told his disciples to gather up the 
fragments.  They then took up over 12 baskets of fragments 
and fish (vs.43, 44).  Afterward Jesus told the apostles to get 
into the boat and go to the other side.  He sent the people 
away, and then went to the mountain to pray.  Several hours 
later Jesus came to his disciples, walking on the water, in 
the midst of the sea.  Jesus “saw them straining at rowing, 
for the wind was against (contrary unto – KJV) them” Mk 
6:48. The disciples had been rowing for at least 9 hours (the 
4th watch – v.48 – 3 to 6 AM –t.t.).  The same wind that blew over 
the land to distribute heat and rain was now causing them 
difficulty in crossing the Sea of Galilee.  Jesus entered the 
boat and stilled the storm that had hindered them from 
getting to the other side.  If we study this incident carefully, 
we can draw a wonderful analogy about life.  Let’s notice 
something about “The contrary winds of life.”   
 We are certainly sailing through some stormy seas today, 
Life in the 21st century is certainly not what we envisioned at 
this time last year.  With the COVID virus and the political 
turmoil swirling around us we are living in perilous times.  
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The winds are not blowing favorably, instead they seem to 
be “contrary winds” that make it difficult to live the Christian 
life.  Life is not easy for us, but as the disciples of Jesus 
learned, it got much easier when Jesus was with them in the 
boat.  When He is with us the struggles are much easier to 
overcome.  He gives us the strength to overcome the 
difficulties.  As Paul wrote.  “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me” Phil 4:13. When we are faced with 
some difficulty that is contrary, we can either give in and give 
up or we can ask Jesus to help us gain the victory.  It is our 
choice.  
 We don’t need to think we are the only ones who ever 
endured difficulties in life.  O.T. saints such as Abraham, 
Moses, David, Job, Elijah, and many others did not give up 
on life when things were not going well with them.  When 
they had to face the contrary winds of misrepresentation, 
betrayal, hate and persecution, their faith in God sustained 
them.  They made the obstacles (stumbling stones) into 
stepping-stones for more useful service. 
 Joseph could not have known what the future held for him 
when he was sold into slavery by jealous and hateful 
brothers, and later had his reputation and name ruined by a 
conniving woman seeking to get revenge when he rebuffed 
her advances.  Yet, the tribulations he suffered prepared him 
for a higher, more noble work for God.  Years later after 
being reunited with his family, and the death of his father he 
told his brothers, “But as for you, you meant evil against me; 
but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is 
this day, to save many people alive” Gen 50:20. The 
“contrary winds” he had encountered early in life 
strengthened him for his work in God’s scheme of things.  
 Moses, who became the great lawgiver of the OT “rowed” 
against “the contrary winds” of life for 80 years before he 
was ready to lead his people out of bondage into the 
promised land.  Without the early trials of life, he could not 
have been the type of leader he demonstrated himself to be 
in later life. 
 The apostle Paul had to battle “the contrary winds” in his 
lifetime.  Trained to be a great Pharisee, he came face to 

face with Jesus on the road to Damascus.  After his 
conversion he became the apostle to the Gentiles.  He did 
not have it easy.  In 2Cor 11:23-28 he described some of the 
“contrary winds” he had faced, things such as beatings, false 
imprisonment, lying brethren, shipwrecks, hardships of cold 
and nakedness, hunger, and thirst.  How did Paul look at 
these things?  “But I want you to know, brethren, that the 
things which happened to me have actually turned out for 
the furtherance of the gospel” Phil 1:12. He may have lost 
his life serving God, but in the end he really won. 
 I read once of a mule that fell into a dry well.  There was 
no way for the farmer to lift him out, so he directed his sons 
to just bury the mule in the well.  The mule refused to be 
buried.  As the boys threw the dirt in, the mule simply 
trampled on it.  After a time, enough dirt had been thrown 
into the well that the mule was able to simply walk out of the 
hole he was in.  That which would have been contrary in 
normal circumstances became the means to benefit him and 
save his life.  The great people in life use the difficulties and 
obstacles they face in life to climb to higher planes in life.  
Those who have easy lives that seem to be without difficulty, 
remain the weak and obscure people of life.  Facing and 
overcoming obstacles in life helps one to develop the 
strength, courage and determination needed to accept the 
responsibilities that come later.  
 The contrary winds in our lives are of various kinds, 
coming in different ways.  Betrayal by supposed friends, 
persecution by enemies, lying tongues that hurt us, loss of 
health, the death of a loved one, disappointments in life are 
all contrary winds that affect our lives.  As we experience 
them, we can use them as stepping-stones to a more useful, 
responsible life, or we can let them remain stumbling blocks 
to defeat us.  They test us, and reveal our worthiness, or 
unworthiness to be saved.  “In this you greatly rejoice, 
though now for a little while, if need be, you have been 
grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, 
being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it 
is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ” 1Pet 1:6-7. 


