
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for March is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  We are meeting at our normal schedule of assemblies. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  To this editor’s knowledge all those of this congregation 
who have been sick with covid-19 are well enough to be at services, for which we 
are very thankful.  However, others need to be remembered.  Virgie Waddell 
(living with her daughter Lynn and not doing well);  Donna Criswell is having 
some health issues (caring for her brother J. L. who is not doing well and aunt 
Nell Barrett); Telford Hamm’s brother, Lee, (living with Joe Hamm and his 
family); Telford’s brother-in-law; Nancy Summerford’s mother (has Alzheimer’s 
and is much worse); Regna Hamm’s mother (hopefully coming home tomorrow 
and going back to hospital for heart surgery the 16th), George Hutto (will have 
surgery soon for liver cancer), Michelle Rickets (at home recovering from heart 
attack), Kevin Poston (brain tumor) and Jack Elliott’s nephew, Tim Mauldin (in 
hospital in Birmingham with covid-19).  

STAYING IN:  As a result of the of the Corona Virus some members may 
quarantine themselves at home because of contact with an infectious person or 
underling health issues or just precautionary.  We respect their decisions. 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING:  This week’s reading is Gal 1-6.   

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
inserted in the Red Bay News in January.  Copies of the new issue are on the 
table in the foyer for those who do not receive a paper.  These may also be used 
to give to a friend or neighbor.  When these are depleted, more can be printed.    
There is also an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible 
correspondence course.   There are DVD copies of past TV programs available.   
The radio program on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday  continues.   Please pray 
that these efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  I know of no meetings in the area.   If you know 
of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the one making announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• “Honesty and integrity are absolutely essential for 
 success  in life - all areas of life.  The really good news 
 is that anyone can develop both honesty and integrity.”  
 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 

 

Published by the Eastside church of Christ Red Bay, AL  
Meeting at the corner of Hwy 24 East and Meadow Dr. 

Web Site: http://eastsidechurchredbay.com 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Vol.  IV - No.  45 – March 7, 2021 
 

Editor: Jerry L.  Henderson: Send comments to: The Editor; 1205 Hwy 24 East; Red Bay, AL 35583 
 Phone: 256-333-0017 or 662 - 542-3170 - email: jerry@hendersons.net 

 
 

USE NIV WITH CAUTION 
By Greg Gwin 

 
 It has been observed that Christians in increasing 
numbers are using the New International Version of the Bible 
as their primary translation.  While the NIV provides a very 
“readable” copy of the Scriptures, users should be informed 
about several significant difficulties.  
 Most notably, the NIV promotes the false doctrines of 
Calvinism by inaccurately translating several key verses.  
For instance, Psalms 51: 5 in the NIV reads, “Surely I was 
sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me”.  
Obviously, this teaches the Calvinistic notion of inherited sin 
which is plainly denied in many other Bible texts.  The KJV 
and ASV read, “in sin did my mother conceive me”.  There is 
quite a difference in being conceived in sin (describing the 
spiritual condition of the world into which the author was 
born) and in being personally sinful from the point of 
conception.   Additionally, the NIV frequently refers to man's 
“sinful nature” (see Rom. 8:3ff, Eph. 2:3, Col. 2:11, & many 
other passages).  This teaches another tenet of Calvinism, 
namely total depravity - the idea that man must sin – it is in 
his very nature to do so.  Again, this is denied elsewhere in 
the Scriptures.  Other versions simply refer to the “flesh” in 
these important verses.   
 What should we do?  Considering these and other 
objections to the NIV, we suggest that Christians should 
exercise great caution-in using this translation as their 
principal study Bible.  Other versions are much more 
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reliable, and several are equal to the NIV in “readability”.  
Choose the NKJV or the NASV if you want a trustworthy 
translation without the old English of the KJV.  It would be 
best to reserve the NIV as a study aid in providing 
comparative readings. 
 
Editor’s Note:  Since we have begun a Bible reading program, 
I thought I would add this to what brother Gwin had to say about 
the NIV.  A few year ago, I noticed when I was reading from the 
New Revised Standard Version in 2Sam 8:18 it says David’s 
sons were “priests” whereas the King James, New King James, 
American Standard, and New American Standard all say they 
were “chief rulers”.  This in the NRSV (which reads the same in 
the RSV, ESV, CEV, MKJV, BBE and possibly others) is an 
obvious mistranslation, because David was from the tribe of 
Judah (Matt 1:1-6) and the priests only came from the tribe of 
Levi (Num 18:1-4).  Heb 7:13,14 says nothing was said of Judah 
concerning priesthood.  That is the reason the Hebrew writer 
gives for Jesus not being able to be a priest under the Law of 
Moses.   
 This illustrates just how careful we must be in our study of the 
Bible and how important it is to not only have good reliable 
translations but also to look at passages in various different 
translations.  This also emphasizes the importance of having a 
good working knowledge of the Bible in general.  Then when 
you see something in a particular version that doesn’t fit with 
what you know about what is said in other places, you will know 
to check further on that passage.  Had I not known the above 
information about the priesthood of the Old Testament, I would 
have thought that David’s sons were literally “priests”.   
 I know that there were men who were called priests who 
were from other tribes, because Jeroboam made priest of 
men from whatever tribe he wanted (1Kings 12:31).  In 
Brown-Driver-Briggs’ Hebrew definitions the word is defined 
as: “priest, principal officer or chief ruler”.  So, the Greek 
word can be translated “priest” but from the passages noted 
above, David’s sons could not have been made priest in its 
literal sense, at least with God’s approval.  Therefore, the 
language used in the King James Version and the others 
which use the same language is the proper rendering of this 
word in this context. 
 I know there are other illustrations of this point, but this is 
just one which I noticed while reading from the New Revised 
Standard Version, in my daily Bible reading a few years ago.  
So, the lesson is: we must read carefully and study well. 

A HAIRY REMINDER 
By Roger Shouse 

 
 A person between the ages of 20–30 has about 615 
hair follicles per square centimeter.  A person 50 years 
of age has around 485 hair follicles per square 
centimeter.  Typically, most people have somewhere 
between 100,000–150,000 hairs on their head.  By the 
way, the average hair loss for an individual is 50–100 
hairs per day.  As a result, there is no way you can tell 
accurately how many hairs you have (in fact, unless you 
are going bald, most of us don’t really care).  But God 
knows. 
 Jesus said: “Are not two sparrows sold for a cent?  And 
yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your 
Father.  But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  
Therefore, do not fear; you are of more value than many 
sparrows” (Matt. 10:29-31).  This passage reveals three 
interesting truths. 
 First, God knows more about us than we know about us.  
That is a humbling thought.  When we sometimes feel like no 
one understands us or grasps our situation, we forget that 
God does.  God knows your personality.  God knows your 
strengths.  God knows what motivates you.  God knows 
when you stumble.  God knows what you like and don’t like.  
God knows the real you.  Therefore, when God declares 
something worthwhile, He knows what He is talking about.  
When God warns about danger, He knows what He is talking 
about.  When God tells us that we should do something, we 
need to do it, because He knows us better than we know 
ourselves. 
 God is a God of detail.  How insignificant are hairs and 
sparrows to us?  Yet God is aware of them.  He is a God 
of details.  The motives, attitudes and heart behind our 
actions are as important to Him as the actions 
themselves.  It does little good to give if you have left out 
the detail of being cheerful.  Singing fails if we neglect 
thankfulness in our heart.  Let us be a people of details, 
as God is. 
 God cares about you.  This is why Jesus referred to 
sparrows and hair.  We are of value to Him.  Christ was not 
sent to save the whales, the environment, or the endangered 
species but mankind.  Man has value!  Stress and worry 
often make us wonder if God cares.  These two simple 
illustrations remind us that He does. 


