
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for March is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Angie McKenny is recovering from having kidney stones 
removed.  Woody Edwards has been having blood pressure issues.  Regina Hamm’s 
mother’s heart surgery went well, she is at home recovering and will be going back for a 
check-up and some tests Tuesday.  Donna Criswell’s aunt, Nell Barrett’s, condition is 
such that Donna can’t be at some services.  Donna’s brother is at home with home 
health care, doing some better.  Donna is under a lot of stress providing care for both.  
Remember Telford Hamm’s brother, Lee  and his brother-in-law.  Nancy Summerford’s 
mother has Alzheimer’s and is much worse.  Virgie Waddle is living with her daughter, 
Lynn, and not doing very well.  Remember Virgie’s sister-in-law, Jean Malone, in the 
nursing home in Golden.  George Hutto will soon have surgery for the spot on his liver 
then about another six weeks of chemo.  The brain tumor removed from Raymond 
Poston’s son, Kevin was stage four cancer, and he is taking chemo and radiation to try 
to slow its growth.  Raymond requested we pray for Kevin.  Gerald Rickets’ wife, 
Michele is now at home with home health recovering from her heart attack. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the of the Corona Virus some members may 
quarantine themselves at home because of contact with an infectious person or 
underling health issues or just precautionary.  We respect their decisions. 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING:  This week’s reading is 1Cor 7-11   

TEACHING EFFORTS: Our teaching bulletin, the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was 
inserted in the Red Bay News in January.  Copies of the new issue are on the 
table in the foyer for those who do not receive a paper.  These may also be used 
to give to a friend or neighbor.  When these are depleted, more can be printed.    
There is also an ad in the local paper once a month offering a free Bible 
correspondence course.   There are DVD copies of past TV programs available.   
The radio program on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday  continues.   Please pray 
that these efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  I know of no meetings in the area.   If you 
know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the one making 
announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 

• In life, you have a choice to be better or to be bitter. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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THE CHURCH'S PURPOSE 
By Bill Hall 

   
 What is the purpose of the Lord's church?  Is it to 
eradicate poverty, disease, social injustice, illiteracy from 
among men?  Is it to bring about a cessation of war and 
conflict?  Is it to campaign for a temptation-free society 
for Christians to live in? 
 If the church had as one of its great goals the 
eradication of disease, the Lord could have easily 
equipped it to accomplish that goal.  Could not the same 
power that enabled one blind man to see have enabled 
all blind men to see; that enabled one lame man to walk 
have enabled all lame people to walk; that cured many 
people of varied diseases have cured all people of all 
diseases?  And could not this same power have been 
given to the church in all generations? 
 If the church has as one of its great goals the 
eradication of poverty, the Lord could have easily 
equipped it to accomplish this purpose.  After all, He fed 
the five thousand with five loaves and two fishes.  He 
similarly fed four thousand on another occasion.  Could 
not He who did these marvelous works have enabled His 
church in all generations to feed, clothe, and shelter the 
impoverished masses of the world through miraculous 
powers? 
 If the Lord had wanted His church to become a lobbyist 
group to apply political pressure toward a temptation and 
persecution-free society in which to live, He would have 
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given instructions in that direction.  He did not even lead 
His church into a direct effort to destroy slavery, but 
taught the Christian slave to be a better slave and the 
Christian master to treat his slaves as he would have his 
heavenly Master treat him  (Col. 3:22-4:1). 
 The church's purpose is to save souls and prepare 
people for eternity--It holds out to the impoverished the 
hope of someday walking a street of gold; to the suffering 
a time when there will be no pain; to the sorrowing a 
moment when "God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes.”  It tells the tempted and persecuted that there is 
value in these afflictions, that the testing of their faith is 
"more precious than of gold," and to rejoice -- It tells all to 
live godly lives in whatever environment they find 
themselves.  It seeks to change people through the 
power of the gospel, not society through the coercion of 
legislators -- Its weapons "are not carnal, but are mighty 
through God.”  Its motivating theme: "For what shall it 
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul?" 
 When churches become involved in hospital and health 
clinic work, or when they build schools for the education 
of their children, or when they see as one of their great 
missions to provide for the world's poverty, or when they 
feel obligated to create social upheaval and campaign for 
human rights, or when they feel called upon to express 
their views on the government's use of nuclear 
armaments or whatever, they have a distorted view of the 
purpose of the church. 
 
 

WHY HOMOSEXUALS ARE RECEIVING  
SO MUCH ATTENTION 

By Edward O. Bragwell Sr. 
 

 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the 
kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived.  Neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor 
sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.  
(1Corinthians 6:9-10 NKJV) 
 We are sometimes accused of unfairly singling out 
homosexuals” from the list of sinners in the above verses for 
our condemnation more than others.  While I deny 

unfairness, I admit that there is a tendency to single them 
out.  There may be good reason for this.  But before 
discussing that, for the record, I want to say that I don’t think 
any of those on the list in the above verses should be 
mistreated either by individuals or society as a whole.  
Instead, society should do what it can to rehabilitate them.  
And more importantly we as Christians need to try to do 
whatever we can rightly do in order to reach them with the 
saving power of the gospel. 
 But, having said all of that and admitting that we may give 
more attention to homosexuals, at the present time, than the 
others listed, I am prepared to suggest a reason of it.  It may 
be because they are the ones who are openly and boldly 
flaunting their sinful lifestyles and pushing society to accept 
them as they are, even giving them special rights, without 
changes in their behavior.  We would likely be giving as 
much attention to the other sinners listed if they organized 
orchestrated events and lobbied governments for “rights like 
gays” do.  So far, we have not seen many Fornicator Pride, 
Idolater Pride, Adulterer Pride, Thief Pride, Drunkard Pride, 
Reviler Pride, or Extortioner Pride events to push their 
agenda for special rights.  The reason homosexuals are 
GETTING more attention is because they are DRAWING 
more attention to themselves. 
 We would also like to point out that every sinner on that 
list was able to change.  How do I know?  The next verse 
says such WERE some of you.”  They were no longer 
such, having been washed, justified, and sanctified in the 
name of the Lord.  There were no longer those things 
because they had been forgiven and no longer practiced 
those sins.  Does that necessarily mean they would no 
longer have any propensity toward such sins?  No.  The 
former drunkard might be more tempted than others 
toward alcohol.  The former thief might be more tempted to 
shoplift than others.  The former fornicator might be 
sexually tempted by the opposite sex than others.  So, the 
former homosexual might be sexually tempted by the 
same sex more than others.  But all of them must realize 
that they can resist the temptation with God’s help and not 
return to their former sinful practices  and that they will 
have to do that to be saved. 


