
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for April will be posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  We are meeting at our normal schedule of assemblies. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Donna Criswell is caring for her aunt, Nell Barrett, whose 
condition prevents Donna from being at some services.  Donna is also helping care 
for  her brother.  Telford Hamm’s brother, Lee, is now living with Joe Hamm and his 
family.  Also, remember Telford’s brother-in-law.  Nancy Summerford and her 
husband have both had covid and Nancy helps care for her mother who has 
Alzheimer’s.  She is hoping to be able to be back at services soon.  Virgie Waddle 
has been moved to the nursing home in Golden room 2, her sister-in-law, Jean 
Malone, is there also.  Regina Hamm’s mother’s heart test was good.  However, she 
still has some fluid in her lungs, and they increased medication for that.  She also fell 
and hurt her shoulder.   George Hutto will be having surgery soon for the spot on his 
liver then about another six weeks of chemo.  Kevin Poston’s brain tumor is stage 
four cancer, and he is taking chemo and radiation to try to slow its growth.  Raymond 
requested we pray for Kevin.  Gerald Rickets’ wife, Michele, is home recovering from 
her heart attack. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the Corona Virus some members may quarantine 
themselves at home at times.  We respect their decisions. 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING:  This week’s reading is 1Cor 12-16.   

TEACHING EFFORTS: A new issue of the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, will be inserted 
in the Red Bay News in April.  Copies of it will be on the table in the foyer for those who 
do not receive a paper.  These may also be used to give to a friend or neighbor.  When 
depleted, more can be printed.    There is an ad in the paper once a month offering a 
free Bible correspondence course.   DVD copies of past TV programs are available.   
The radio program continues on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday.   Please pray that 
these efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS: Due to Covid-19 our April meeting was 
canceled.  I know of no meetings in the area.   If you know of meetings or 
singings in the area, please tell the one making announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Character is much easier to keep than recover. 
 
• What a person does is the result of what a person is. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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WE BELIEVE, AND, THEREFORE, SPEAK 
by Bill Hall 

 
 The preaching of the apostles proceeded from hearts full 
of conviction.  They had observed the miracles of Jesus; 
they had heard His teaching; three of them had been with 
Him in the mount, and had heard those words spoken from 
heaven, "This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well 
pleased.  Hear Him"; they had seen His composure as He 
was arrested in the garden; they had carefully examined 
evidences of His resurrection, and had talked with Him, 
eaten with Him, felt of Him; they had watched as He 
ascended until a cloud received Him out of their sight.  They 
believed!  And so full were they of faith that their faith 
overflowed in words.  They could not hold back that 
message which burned in their hearts.   
 They preached it everywhere: in the synagogues and in 
the temple; in the streets and from house to house; in 
governor's mansions and in prisons; in marketplaces and 
from Mars Hill; on ships and in chariots; in upper rooms and 
on riverbanks. 
 They preached it to the rich and to the poor; to worshipers 
of God and to worshipers of idols; to the humble and to the 
proud; to the lowly and to the mighty; to the educated and to 
the uneducated; to the good and to the bad; to the moral and 
to the immoral.   
 They preached it to drunkards, to adulterers, to 
homosexuals, to idolaters, to sorcerers, to kings, to 
governmental officials, to army officers, to jailers, to ship 
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captains, to beggars.  They preached it, and preached it, and 
preached it! 
 Because they preached it, they were imprisoned, beaten, 
scourged, mocked, ridiculed, threatened; they were victims 
of lies, deceit, conspiracy, uproars, mob violence, shipwreck, 
ambush; they lived in poverty, often hungering, and with "no 
certain dwelling place"; but nothing could stop them from 
preaching as long as they had breath.  They believed, and 
their faith forced them to preach regardless of the 
consequences.  They believed, and, therefore, spoke 
(2Corinthians 4:13).   
 What did they preach?  They preached that message 
revealed to them by the Holy Spirit, God's divine message 
(1Corinthians 2:6-13).  They had no time for politics; nor was 
their faith centered upon such things.  The message that 
burned in their hearts was a message concerning the Christ 
and salvation through Him.  They believed in Christ, in the 
efficacy of His blood, and in the power of His gospel.  They 
believed, and, therefore, spoke that message, and that 
message only.   
 Faith!  In that one word may lie the most important 
element of effective evangelism.  When we come to 
believe as did those apostles; when we become so full of 
faith that we can hardly restrain ourselves; when the 
message of salvation burns within us as it did in them, we 
will be teaching others and we will be doing so effectively.  
Until then, our words may contain an unmistakable 
emptiness that will render them powerless in changing the 
hearts of men.   
 
 

THE CHURCH AND POLITICS 
By Joe R. Price 

 
 I was asked recently, “Should the church be involved in 
political matters?  Should the church tell people from the 
pulpit how to vote in matters concerning laws of the state?  
Should the church tell the members to vote yes on the 
abortion matter in the state?”  What does the Scripture say? 
 First, one must understand what the church is and is 
not.  The church is not an ecclesiastical organization that 
pronounces edicts to its laity.  The church of Christ is 
composed of saved people (Matt. 16:18; Acts 2:47; Eph. 
1:22-23; Heb. 12:22-23).  The Lord has arranged these 
saved people into local churches, organized and 

functioning in worship and work according to God’s 
revealed pattern (Acts 14:22-23; 20:17, 28; 1Pet. 5:2).  
The work of local churches is not to be a political action 
committee. 
 According to the Scriptures, the church does not tell 
anybody anything “from the pulpit.” The gospel preacher 
does not speak “for the church,” he preaches the word of 
God to the church as well as to the lost (2Tim. 4:2-4; 1Tim. 
4:6; Rom. 1:15-16; 10:14-15). 
 Christ’s kingdom is not of this world (Jno. 18:36).  It is also 
clear that God ordained civil government to protect the 
innocent and the punishment of criminals (Rom. 13:1-6).  
Some governments allow their citizens to participate in their 
political decisions (for example, the representative republic 
of the U. S.); others do not (for example, a ruling monarchy).  
To whatever degree each Christian chooses to participate in 
or abstain from politics is entirely their choice and right as a 
citizen of society, depending on the form of government 
under which they live.  Of course, such participation must 
honor God and man (1Pet. 2:17). 
 May we preach God’s word on topics that find application 
in the political arena?  Absolutely.  Otherwise, we must 
immediately stop preaching on all Bible subjects that find 
their way into politics.  For example, we would have to cease 
teaching God’s word and its political ramifications on such 
topics as paying taxes (Matt. 22:15-22), capital punishment 
(Acts 25:11), protecting the innocent from oppression (Jas. 
5:1-6; 1Tim. 2:1-2), and the sin of same-sex marriages 
(1Cor. 6:9-10).  It would mean no more bulletin articles like 
this one.  Preaching the whole counsel of God means we 
speak God’s word on “all things that pertain to life and 
godliness” (2Pet. 1:3; Acts 20:27, 20).  
 In countries where citizens are allowed to vote, 
Christians should support candidates who promote 
godliness and virtue (1Tim. 2:1-2).  As for abortion, it is 
the taking of innocent life; it is a sin (Rom. 13:9).  How can 
Christians support such unholy conduct and vote for those 
who do without involving themselves in sin (Eph. 5:11)?  
Remember, we will answer for our conduct while on earth 
(2Cor. 5:10).  That includes whether we stand up for the 
will of God by our politics.  
 Individually, we are the salt of the earth and the light of 
the world (Matt. 5:13-16).  Christians must be influencers for 
good in this dark world of sin.  Our politician decisions are 
one way to do so (1Pet. 2:11-12). 


