
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for April is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SERVICE TIMES:  We are meeting at our normal schedule of assemblies. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Regina Hamm’s mother is doing about the same.  She 
continues to recuperate from heart issues and fluid retention.  Donna Criswell is 
caring for her aunt, Nell Barrett, whose condition prevents Donna from being at 
some services.  Donna is also helping care for her brother.  Telford Hamm’s 
brother, Lee, is now living with Joe Hamm and his family.  Also, remember 
Telford’s brother-in-law.  Nancy Summerford and her husband have both had 
covid and Nancy is helping care for her mother who has Alzheimer’s.  Nancy is 
hoping to be able to be back at services soon.  Virgie Waddle has been moved to 
the nursing home in Golden room 2.  Her address is on the bulletin board.  Virgie’s 
sister-in-law, Jean Malone, is in the nursing home in Golden also.  George Hutto 
will be having surgery soon for the spot on his liver then about another six weeks 
of chemo.  Continue to remember Raymond Poston’s son, Kevin, whose brain 
tumor is stage four cancer, and he is taking chemo and radiation to try to slow its 
growth.  Gerald Rickets’ wife, Michele, is home recovering from her heart attack. 

STAYING IN:  As a result of the Corona Virus some members may quarantine 
themselves at home at times.  We respect their decisions. 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING:  This week’s reading is 2Cor 1-5.   

TEACHING EFFORTS: A new issue of the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, will be inserted 
in the Red Bay News in April.  Copies of it will be on the table in the foyer for those who 
do not receive a paper.  These may also be used to give to a friend or neighbor.  When 
depleted, more can be printed.    There is an ad in the paper once a month offering a 
free Bible correspondence course.   DVD copies of past TV programs are available.   
The radio program continues on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday.   Please pray that 
these efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS: Due to Covid-19 our April meeting was 
canceled.  I know of no meetings in the area.   If you know of meetings or 
singings in the area, please tell the one making announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• What I can do, I will do.  What I can't do, I will commit to 
 the one who can.   
 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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Editor’s Note:  From time to time, through the years,  I have 
had several individuals make comments to me about the 
number of references to scripture I use in various lessons 
and sermons and most of them are in a complementary way.  
My response has usually been “that’s the only way I know 
how to preach”.  My primary concern is for people to know 
and understand God’s Word and I don’t know how that can 
be accomplished without the use of God’s Word in the 
studies that are done.  That is the reason we are 
encouraging Bible reading on a regular basis.  So, with those 
thoughts in mind I thought I would share the following article 
for your consideration. 
 
 

“36,000 SCRIPTURE QUOTATIONS” 

 
 While doing some study concerning the lives of Christians 
who lived in the first through fourth centuries, I came across 
some facts that amazed and humbled me.  I learned that the 
writings of Christians living in those times were Bible-
centered, focusing most of the content of their writings on 
the New Testament. 
 Biblical scholars like J. Harold Greenlee and Bruce 
Metzger have stated in so many words that if the New 
Testament scrolls were somehow lost or destroyed, we 
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could reconstruct the entire New Testament from these 
Christians’ writings.  Imagine that!  These people’s writings 
were so focused upon the gospel of Christ that one could 
reconstruct the New Testament from what they wrote!  In 
fact, those who have studied these writings have counted no 
less than 36,000 scripture quotations!  Specifically, I have 
learned about men like … 
 Irenaeus (120-205 A.D.) was a student of Polycarp, who 
was a student of the apostle John.  He recorded some 1,819 
quotations from the New Testament in his writings, which 
include quotes from Matthew, Mark, Luke, Acts, 
1Corinthians, Titus, Hebrews, and 1Peter.  Ignatius (50-110?  
A.D.) quoted from Matthew, John, Acts, Romans, 
1Corinthians, Ephesians, Philippians, Galatians, Colossians, 
1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, James, and 
1Peter.  Clement of Alexandria (150-212 A.D.) quoted from 
the New Testament some 2,406 times in his writings.  His 
works include quotations from 24 of the 27 books of the New 
Testament!  Cyprian (died in 258 A.D.) cited about 740 Old 
Testament passages and 1,030 New Testament passages in 
his works.  These are but a few examples of early writers 
who, when they wrote, quoted extensively from the Bible. 
 Don’t these facts amaze you?  Don’t they also humble 
you?  When I read the above facts, I realized that the reason 
there were such a large number of Bible quotations in those 
men’s writings is because this is what they were teaching!  
They were not teaching and spreading the thoughts of men 
but were teaching the word of God to people.  Of course, the 
best way to teach God’s word (then or now) is to include 
actual quotations from scripture.  Is there any wonder why 
the Ephesian letter says, “Whereby when ye read, ye may 
understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ” 
(Ephesians 3:4)? 
 When I learned these facts, it made me want to 
reexamine my preaching and writing.  Am I sufficiently 
quoting scripture in them?  Am I making sure folks know that 
when I preach, write, and talk, that I am putting the Lord’s 
word and will first above all else?  Jesus taught His followers 
to “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 

and all these things shall be added unto you” (Matthew 
6:33).  This needs to happen in our preaching, writing, and 
every other aspect of our teaching — publicly and privately! 
 In addition to this, it makes me look around and notice 
what others are doing.  Brethren, we are seeing many who 
wish to emphasize less scripture in their preaching and 
teaching.  We know Satan and the world wants less 
scripture (even none), but what about those of us who are 
called out of the world (1Peter 2:9)?  What about those of 
us who are a part of the “royal priesthood”?  Will we 
tolerate this?  What did those men of the first through 
fourth centuries see that those of us in the twenty-first 
century are not seeing? 
 Many are treating the Bible lightly.  Could it be that we 
assume people know more of the Bible than they really do?  
I think this is a definite problem today!  I believe the opposite 
extreme is true as well.  There are people who do not wish to 
hear God’s word, and sadly there is a segment of people 
who are willing to scratch that itch (2Timothy 4:3-4)!  Is it 
possible that “we” have become embarrassed by the 
gospel?  Timothy was told, “Therefore do not be ashamed of 
the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner” 
(2Timothy 1:8).  The apostle Paul said, “I am not ashamed of 
the gospel of Christ …” (Romans 1:16).  Are we ashamed?  
Or is it that we are ashamed to reveal our ignorance of the 
scriptures (Hosea 4:6)?  Either way, let us repent and let us 
be a people whose hearts and lives are filled with scripture! 
 This article is a call to “let the word of Christ dwell in (us) 
richly in all wisdom …” (Colossians 3:16) so that we may 
obey God!  Of course, this manner of life happens by 
spending more time in God’s word, not less!  Therefore, let 
us demand God’s word be quoted and taught in our 
preaching, writing, and in every aspect of our life.  Peter 
said, “If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God 
…” (1Peter 4:11).  Let us obey the command from that 
passage!  God’s people were once called “walking Bibles.” 
Can anyone guess why that was?  How might God’s people 
be described today?  What are we teaching people? 

Adapted from Jarrod Jacobs 


