
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for May is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Jane Edwards is still experiencing issues with her back.  
However, she is some better after an injection in her spine and hopes to be at 
services this afternoon.  Donna Criswell’s aunt, Nell Barrett, is getting worse, 
which prevents Donna from being at some services.  Remember Donna as she 
cares for her.  Donna’s brother is doing better.  Telford Hamm’s brother, Lee, is 
doing well living with Joe Hamm and family.  Telford’s sister is doing better.  
Also, remember his brother-in-law.  Nancy Summerford and her husband both 
had covid and Nancy is helping care for her mother who has Alzheimer’s.  She is 
hoping to be able to be back at services soon.  Virgie Waddle is in the nursing 
home in Golden room 2 and doing fairly well but unable to walk.  She might or 
might not  remember you.  Her sister-in-law, Jean Malone, is there also.   Regina 
Hamm’s mother is doing better. George Hutto is now involved in six weeks of 
chemo after his surgery.  Kevin Poston’s brain tumor is stage four cancer.  His 
doctor said the tumor had shrunk some, which was great news.  He is now  
involved in an ongoing course of treatment.  Raymond requested continued 
prayer for Kevin.  Gerald Rickets’ wife, Michele, continues her recovery from a 
heart attack.  Jack Elliott’s nephew, Tim Mauldin, is still in the hospital in 
Birmingham and not doing well.   

WEEKLY BIBLE READING:  This week’s reading is Rom 13-16.   

TEACHING EFFORTS: A new issue of the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was inserted in 
the Red Bay News in April.  Copies of the new issue are on the table in the foyer for 
those who do not receive a paper.  These may also be used to give to a friend or 
neighbor.  When depleted, more can be printed.    There is an ad in the paper once a 
month offering a free Bible correspondence course.   DVD copies of past TV programs 
are available.   The radio program continues on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday.   
Please pray that these efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS: I know of no meetings in the area this week 
but there is one at Anderson May  23-26 with Bill Hall.  I do not know the time of 
service.  If you know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the one making 
announcements.   
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Man has the opportunity but not the right to do wrong. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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EDITOR’S NOTE:  I like Dee Bowman’s writing.  He can 
say things in a way that almost no one else can say them.  I 
read the following in “Pressing On” a magazine edited by 
Mark Roberts, which I receive via the internet and I really 
liked what brother Bowman says about family.  Everyone 
has a family, some good, some not so good.  But for most 
when family gets together it is a joyous occasion. 
 Our plans are to be with several of our family members 
this week as we attend the high school graduation of our 
youngest granddaughter in Watkinsville, GA.  We will be 
able to hear our son Jeff, preach next Sunday in Athens, GA.  
We will be celebrating a 58th anniversary, 78th birthday and 
not only our granddaughter’s high school graduation but also 
a grandson’s college graduation and a daughter-in-law’s 
college graduation.  So, we have a lot going on in our family 
in a short period of time.  We will be leaving on the 18th and 
plan too be home on the 25th.  We will enjoy being with the 
part of our family that will be together this week and 
hopefully some other members of the family will be with us in 
June, and you will get to meet our great grandson Ezekiel 
and hear his dad preach. 
 Anyway, this is some of what we will be involved in this 
week and part of next week.  On the 23rd David Tiffin will be 
preaching Sunday morning and Bruce Tooley Sunday 
evening and Bruce will probably be teaching my Wednesday 
evening Bible class on the 19th.  So, with all this information 
in mind read and profit from the following article. 
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THE FAMILY TOGETHER 
By Dee Bowman 

 
 Family.  There's something warm and inviting about the 
word.  It floods the mind with thoughts of home and hearth, 
of fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters, aunts, 
uncles, grandma, and grandpa.  It conjures memories — 
memories of togetherness, of commonality, of all being in 
one place at the same time.  It calls to mind picnics, ball 
games, holidays spent with loved ones. 
 Family.  It just says something special.  And the thing it 
most especially says is “together.” 
 Together.  There is no such thing as family without 
together.  No matter how the word is used — whether in 
regard to biology, or mathematics, linguistics, or physics 
— family always suggests something held together by a 
common bond. 
 The church is the family of God (Galatians 6:10; 
Ephesians 2:19).God is the Father, saints are His children.  
We are referred to as “sons of God” (Galatians 5:5-7). 
 There are things that bind families together — things 
like common goals, common interests, and even common 
struggles.  The church is the same.  All these things are 
both recommended and common in the family of God.  
Worship brings the family of God closer to the Father.  
Worship is filial (fatherly) devotion, an attitude of 
reverential respect, of love and high regard for the one 
who has given us life.  When we direct our love toward 
our common Father, we become stronger in both our 
devotion to Him and our devotion to one another.  We are 
told to “worship Him in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24).  
While this may refer to the attitude we are to have when 
we worship Him, I believe there is more to it than that.  I 
believe He means we should reach down to the very 
depth of who we are and accord to Him the most reverent 
feelings of that inner being.  In the ultimate reality, 
worship is the adoring reverence of the creature for the 
Creator, and that means our most fundamental feelings of 
love and devotion must be extended to Him.  When that 
is the case, it is axiomatic that we also come closer to 
one another. 
 Being together as a family brings us closer to the 
Father.  He is the focal point of our assembling.  When we 
sing together, we bring honor to His name.  “I will sing with 

the spirit and I will sing with the understanding also” 
(1Corinthians 14:15) carries the same responsibility as the 
worship to which we earlier alluded — there must be a 
reaching down to the essence of who we are when we 
sing praises to Him.  Colossians 3:16-17 begins with “Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly,” a sure indication of 
the need for the deepest respect we can muster before we 
even begin to sing praises to Him.  Also, as we are told to 
teach and admonish “one another” in songs, hymns, and 
spiritual songs, the command closes with the enjoinder 
that we sing “with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” 
Worshipful prayers brings us closer to God.  As we each 
come closer to Him in our personal prayers and 
supplication, we come to be closer to one another, praying 
to the same Father, seeking the same blessings, extolling 
the same Savior.  Worshiping together promotes an 
intimate relationship with the family. 
 Family love is never better or more to be desired than 
in the church of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Love is the divine 
mucilage, it binds us all together in Him (Colossians 
3:14).  That love originated in Him, and is radiated to us; 
we ought therefore to radiate it to one another.  “Beloved, 
let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one 
that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God” (1 John 
4:7).  There's togetherness in that.  Nothing brings us 
closer to Him than love for one another, born of love for 
Him.  It makes peace possible.  It solidifies unity.  It 
emboldens hope.  It gives security to a proper direction.  
It makes motive high and noble.  Furthermore, to love the 
brethren is to be like the Father.  "Seeing ye have purified 
your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto 
unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one 
another with a pure heart fervently" (1 Peter 1:22).  We 
are brethren.  We each belong to God our Father.  
Brethren love brethren. 
 The family together is a beautiful sight.  Think about the 
pictures you have seen of families together — paintings, 
portraits, photographs — they all speak to togetherness, to 
a common love, and to a common devotion to a common 
father.  The family together is what the church of our Lord 
is all about.  Let us be careful that we don't diminish its 
beauty by being derelict and neglecting the family 
together.  I love my family, don't you? 
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