
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for May is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

EDITOR OUT OF TOWN:  Jerry and Dottie Henderson are on vacation visiting family. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Due to the editor being out of town there is no current 
information on sick folks.  The following are those known to have physical issues.  
Jane Edwards with back issues.  Donna Criswell’s aunt, Nell Barrett, is worse, 
preventing Donna from being at some services.  Remember Donna as she cares 
for her.  Donna’s brother is doing better.  Telford Hamm’s brother, Lee, is doing 
well living with Joe Hamm and family.  Telford’s sister is doing better.  Also, 
remember his brother-in-law.  Nancy Summerford and her husband both had 
covid and Nancy is helping care for her mother who has Alzheimer’s.  She is 
hoping to be able to be back at services soon.  Virgie Waddle is in the nursing 
home in Golden room 2 and doing fairly well but unable to walk.  She might or 
might not  remember you.  Her sister-in-law, Jean Malone, is there also.   
Remember Regina Hamm’s mother.  George Hutto is now involved in six weeks 
of chemo after his surgery.  Kevin Poston’s brain tumor is stage four cancer.  His 
doctor said the tumor had shrunk some, which was great news.  He is now  
involved in an ongoing course of treatment.  Raymond requested continued 
prayer for Kevin.  Gerald Rickets’ wife, Michele, continues her recovery from a 
heart attack.  Jack Elliott’s nephew, Tim Mauldin, is still in the hospital in 
Birmingham and not doing well.   

WEEKLY BIBLE READING:  This week’s reading is Acts 20-24.   

TEACHING EFFORTS: A new issue of the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was inserted in 
the Red Bay News in April.  Copies of the new issue are on the table in the foyer for 
those who do not receive a paper.  These may also be used to give to a friend or 
neighbor.  When depleted, more can be printed.    There is an ad in the paper once a 
month offering a free Bible correspondence course.   DVD copies of past TV programs 
are available.   The radio program continues on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday.   
Please pray that these efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS: Anderson May  23-26 with Bill Hall.  I do not 
know the time of service.  If you know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell 
the one making announcements.   
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• The gem cannot be polished without friction, nor man 
 without adversity. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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WOULD WE CHANGE OUR LIVES IF WE COULD? 
By Roy Diestelkamp 

 
 Discontentment is a common ailment of man.  Change is 
likewise a common desire.  Combine the two, and we have a 
recipe for a lifestyle makeover.  Some lifestyle makeovers are 
better than others however.   
 In 2Tim.  4:10; Paul said that Demas had forsaken him,  
"...having loved the present world...”  This is the same man that 
Paul had mentioned favorably in both Colossians 4:14; and 
Philemon vs. 24.  Demas had been a fellow worker with Paul, in 
the gospel.  Demas made changes in his life, he had evidently 
been discontent, and his changes were for the worse. 
 Likewise in the book of Philemon, we read of a slave named 
Onesimus.  He had been a slave of the man, Philemon, to 
whom Paul wrote this book.  Onesimus was discontent with 
being a slave, and unhappy in life.  We know this, because he 
ran away to the big city of Rome, and got lost in its multitudes.  
This cost Philemon the service that was due him.  Onesimus 
became a Christian while in Rome, hearing the preaching of 
Paul.  Paul sent him back to Philemon, as a servant, and as a 
brother in Christ.  So here in one man we can see both bad and 
good lifestyle changes.  There are things in life that we ought not 
to be content about, and changes that we need to make where 
applicable. 
 If we are living outside of Christ, having never been baptized 
into Christ, and we know it, that should make us most unhappy.  
We ought to be ashamed of our sins, and desire the salvation, 
the forgiveness of sin that is so readily available.  We ought to in 
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faith, repent of our sins, confess Christ, and be baptized unto the 
remission of our sins (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38). 
 If we have been buried with Christ by baptism (Rom. 6:3-4), 
we may have turned back to the wallowing in the mire of sin 
(2Pet. 2:20, 22).  Hopefully we will be discontent with the 
unhappiness of our life of sin, and will remember that "...the 
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord (Rom. 6:23)."  This then should motivate 
us to change our life again, and return to service to God.  No sin 
is so severe, that man cannot repent (Acts 17:30) -- if we will.  
Likewise, no sin is so awful, that God will not forgive -- if we will 
meet his terms (Rom. 5:20-21). 
 Let us beware though, lest we think that being a Christian is 
living a discontented life.  Christians ought not to want to change 
everything.  Let us never be discontented with truth.  Jesus said 
that God's word is truth (Jhn. 17:17).  We must never try and 
change this, because it "liveth and abideth for ever" (1Pet. 1:23).   
 Some people become discontented with New Testament 
morals, and would seek to change them, or at least to not live by 
them.  These laws of God are not restraints to righteous people 
who happily live in pureness.  These laws are restraints on 
those who are "...lawless and disobedient" (1Tim. 1:9-11).  
Beware lest any of us become unhappy with goodness and 
righteousness, and make the wrong changes in our lives. 
 Yes, discontentment is common to man, as is a desire for 
change.  Let us make certain that we are always content with 
God, his will, and what he has provided for us both physically 
and spiritually.  Let us never seek change here.  However, we 
must also make certain that we are never content with that 
which is evil.  We must always seek to change from sin to 
righteousness, by the grace of God. 
 We have the ability to change our lives, and to become, or 
be, the servants of God.  Let no one think they cannot do it.  You 
and I can be Christians.  The question is, will we make the 
changes necessary, that Christ will live in us. 
 

 

DOING, THE TEST OF BEING 
1Jhn. 3:7 

By Warren E. Berkley 

 
 "Little children, let no one deceive you.  He who practices 
righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous.”  -1John 3:7. 
 Notice the parental affection John had for his brethren.  This 
is captured by the expression, "little children."  This is the kind of 

attitude or feeling John had for his brethren.  He wanted to teach 
them and warn them, like a parent would his children.  He was 
an inspired apostle, yet he did not function in some sort of 
"professional, mechanical" way; he was more than a human 
teaching machine.  He loved his brethren, and out of this 
intimate parental affection, there came this teaching and these 
warnings. 
 Like this one: "...let no one deceive you.”  This is expected!  
Parents who love their children as John loved his brethren will 
issue warnings against deception and danger.  John was aware 
of the influence of false teachers.  In fact, this was one of his 
purposes in writing.  He told them: "These things I have written 
to you concerning those who try to deceive you," (2:26).  Just as 
parental affection will express itself in warnings, John's love for 
his brethren had such an expression.  "Little children, let no one 
deceive you...”  Specifically, he was concerned about the 
fabrication that you can be righteous without the practice of 
what's right.  So he told them ... 
 "He who practices righteousness is righteous...”  This is a 
plain statement of fact.  John teaches, they would be led 
astray if they were to think that righteousness need not find 
its expression in right conduct (such as they saw in the life of 
Jesus).  This means, in my daily life, if I’m not doing what's 
right I AM NOT REALLY RIGHTEOUS!  And this means, 
anyone who attempts to persuade me otherwise is escorting 
me into error. 
 There is some evidence, John is answering the teachings of 
a false system of irreligious philosophy called Gnosticism.  That 
suggestion would fit this statement in 1John 3:7, because 
Gnostic doctrine placed supremacy on knowledge.  The elite 
Gnostics claimed to have "special knowledge" of certain truths 
not available to "ordinary” Christians.  With this exaggerated 
emphasis on this "higher knowledge," there were claims of 
knowledge, but often these claims were not accompanied by the 
practice of what’s right.  The stress was placed on knowing. 
 What was absent in this approach was obedience, the 
practice of righteousness.  So it may be, John is denying this 
aspect of Gnostic teaching.  "Little children, let no one deceive 
you.  He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is 
righteous." 
 In any case, there is an application for us!  You cannot be 
righteous, without doing what's right.  Doing is the test of being!  
There cannot be righteousness without obedience.  "Little 
children, let no one deceive you.  He who practices 
righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous." 


