
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for June is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

GUEST SPEAKER: Next Sunday (June 13) Ruben Prevost will be preaching.  
Jerry will be at Posey beginning his meeting.  Reuben will present three lessons. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Donna Criswell’s aunt, Nell Barrett’s condition is 
worsening, preventing Donna from being at some services.  Remember Donna in 
your prayers.  Donna’s brother is doing better.  Telford’s sister is now at Sothern 
Magnolia assisted living.  Also remember Telford’s brother-in-law.  Nancy 
Summerford continues helping care for her mother who has Alzheimer’s.  She is 
hoping to be able to be back at services soon.  Virgie Waddle is in Southern 
Magnolia room 2 and doing about the same but still unable to walk without help.  
She might or might not know you.  Her sister-in-law, Jean Malone, is there also.   
George Hutto will be half through his chemo treatments next week.  He seems to 
be tolerating the chemo well.  Kevin Poston’s brain tumor is stage four cancer.  
His doctor said the tumor had shrunk some, which was great news.  He is now  
involved in an ongoing course of treatment.  Raymond requested continued 
prayer for Kevin.  Gerald Rickets’ wife, Michele, continues making good progress 
in her recovery from a heart attack.  Jack Elliott’s nephew, Tim Mauldin, is in the 
hospital dealing with kidney failure as a result of Covid-19.  He is not doing well. 
WEEKLY BIBLE READING:  This week’s reading is a “catch-up” week.  So, if 
you haven’t gotten all your reading in, just look at past bulletins and catch up. 

TEACHING EFFORTS: The EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was inserted in the Red Bay 
News in April.  Copies are in the foyer.  A new issue will be inserted the first full week of 
July with an advertisement for our meeting with Ben Hall.  These may be used to give 
to a friend or neighbor.  When depleted, more can be printed.    There is an ad in the 
paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.   DVD copies of past 
TV programs are available.   Our radio program continues on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each 
Sunday.   Pray that these efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

NEW DIRECTORY: A sample copy is on the table for correction, additions, or 
subtractions. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS: Quinn June 6-11 with Scott Smelser Sun - 
Fri 7:30 pm.  Posey June 13-16 with Jerry Henderson Mon-Wed 7:30 pm.  Fourth 
Street (Cullman) June 13-18 with Alexander Caldwell (time unknown).  Bethel 
(Brilliant AL) June 13-15 with Mitchell Dalrymple Sun - Wed 7 PM.  Hwy 157 
(Cullman) June 20-23 with Tommy Peeler (time unknown).  If you know of 
meetings or singings in the area, please tell the one making announcements.   
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• A truth worth uttering is a truth worth remembering. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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"PASTORAL" VISITING  
 

 T.W. Caskey was a  preacher who did much work in 
Alabama during and following the Civil War.  Describing a 
meeting at which a certain young "Pastor" extolled the  
virtues of pastoral visiting, as a means of building up 
churches, an older man  rose to speak.  T.W. Caskey 
reported: 
 [begin quote]   When the young pastor took his seat, an 
aged man of  dignified bearing and confident air took the 
floor, to express his convictions as  to "How to build up a 
church." He was tall, slender, long-limbed,  limber-jointed, 
frail-bodied, and angularly shaped.  His nose hooked over 
his  capacious mouth in a way that suggested penetrative 
inquisitiveness, and he  hooked the front finger of his right 
hand over the little finger of his  left, as if fastening the 
subject down for dissection after the manner  of a saw log in 
a lumber mill.  He spoke with impressive earnestness and in 
a  well-modulated voice.  As well as I can reproduce his 
speech, by the help of  copious notes, taken at the time, it 
was as follows: 
 "I beg leave to differ from the brother who has preceded 
me  on this question.  What I understand to be of greatest 
importance as an element of success in building up a 
church, he has entirely  over-looked, or designedly ignored.  
I refer to the material of which churches are composed, and 
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the manner in which that material is brought into the 
churches.  There are certain kinds of people in the church, 
who have been brought  into it by certain kinds of schemes, 
who cannot be kept in it without  some man eternally trotting 
at their heels.  When I find such stock as  that in a church 
which I am preaching for, I give them plainly to  understand, 
that, if they haven't religion enough to come out to the Lord's  
house and worship their God, without being driven up every 
Sunday like a  parcel of stray cattle, they may jump over the 
fence and starve to death in  the wilderness.  Brethren, I'm 
not coming down from intellectual work in the  pulpit, to 
make a common herd-boy out of myself.  If I must do such 
work as  that, I will quit preaching and hire out to some man 
to herd sheep or  cows.  Church members who cannot be 
brought out to the house of the Lord, except by pastoral 
visitations, are not worth standing room in a potter's field 
anyhow.  I have recently had some valuable experience 
myself  in pastoral visiting.  I tried it, in a sickly little church in 
a  fashionable town.  I tramped the streets through dust and 
heat for three  miserable days, hunting for the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel.  I was assured  that the Lord had some 
stray sheep in that God-forsaken town, but, after searching 
the place diligently, I found only one old wanderer on the 
mountains  of sin, wild and bare, and he had grazed on the 
devil's commons till he couldn't tell clover from sneeze weed.  
He had lost his bell, shed his fleece, and  herded with the 
goats till he wasn't worth driving home. 
 Brethren, let me speak freely about this professional  
pastoral visiting, as a means of building up a church.  The 
sick and the poor, the troubled and the distressed, the 
fatherless and widows, in their affliction, ought to be 
visited, not only by the pastor, but by all the saints.  No 
one is readier than I to encourage and practice such 
visiting.  But this is  an entirely different thing from 
professional pastoral visiting, such as  we are advised to 
depend upon, to build up the church.  I do not believe  that 
a church can be built up in any such way.  Numbers may 
be added to its  membership, but can you increase the 
zeal, deepen the piety, or strengthen the faith of members 

in that way?  I think not.  Those who love God and  walk 
by faith, in the religious life, do not gauge their zeal in the 
church by the personal popularity or 'mixing' qualities of 
the preacher.  If I have  studied the Bible to any profit, it 
teaches us to rely upon the gospel as 'the power of God 
unto salvation.' Pastoral visiting and clerical claptrap may 
popularize a church and fill it with the irreligious and  
worldy-minded, but such things will neither convert sinners 
nor add to the  spirituality of the worship.  'God is a spirit, 
and they that worship him must  worship him in spirit and 
in truth.' If you can convert sinners and build up churches 
by humoring spiritual weaklings and flattering simpering  
sentimentalists, in pastoral visiting, without preaching the 
gospel, you may as  well throw away the Bible, get a 
fashionable preacher and rent hell out for  a calf pasture.  
People who attend the meetings of the saints from the love 
of the pastor, and who neglect their religious duties unless 
they are coddled by the pastor, have neither faith nor 
piety, and their pretended  worship is but a hollow mockery 
which will militate against the piety of any church and 
prove a stench in the nostrils of God."   

Seventy Years In Dixie, T.W. Caskey, pages 20-22. 
 As posted to garyslist by Dudley Ross Spears 

 

EDITOR'S NOTE:  I am quite certain that the word "pastor" 
in the above account is used incorrectly in referring to 
preachers.  Yes, a preacher can serve, if qualified, as one of 
the pastors (elders), but not if he is "young" as indicated in 
the above account.  However, the point made by the older 
preacher is well taken.  Yes, visiting is important, even just 
"social visiting".  But strong churches cannot be built with 
just a "hello, how are you," a pat on the back and telling 
them everything is fine, when it's not.  Just like the surgeon 
sometimes has to take a scalpel and "cut out" unhealthy 
tissue to make a person well, so must we use the "sword of 
the Spirit" to cut out error and sin to make people spiritually 
strong and healthy.  But we must remember that this must 
be done in the spirit of meekness considering ourselves.  
lest we be tempted.  Gal 6:1 


