
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for June is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

GUEST SPEAKER: Ruben Prevost will be preaching today.  Jerry is at Posey 
beginning his meeting.  Reuben will present three lessons. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Donna Criswell’s aunt, Nell Barrett’s condition is 
worsening, preventing Donna from being at some services.  Remember Donna in 
your prayers.  Donna’s brother is doing better.  Telford’s sister is now at Sothern 
Magnolia assisted living.  Also remember Telford’s brother-in-law.  Nancy 
Summerford continues helping care for her mother who has Alzheimer’s.  She is 
hoping to be able to be back at services soon.  Virgie Waddle is in Southern 
Magnolia room 2 and doing about the same but still unable to walk without help.  
She might or might not know you.  Her sister-in-law, Jean Malone, is there also.   
George Hutto is half through his chemo treatments this week.  He seems to be 
tolerating the chemo well.  Kevin Poston’s brain tumor is stage four cancer.  His 
doctor said the tumor had shrunk some, which was great news.  He is now  
involved in an ongoing course of treatment.  Raymond requested continued 
prayer for Kevin.  Gerald Rickets’ wife, Michele, continues making good progress 
in her recovery from a heart attack.  Jack Elliott’s nephew, Tim Mauldin, is in the 
hospital dealing with kidney failure as a result of Covid-19.  He is not doing well. 
WEEKLY BIBLE READING:  This week’s reading is a Mark 1-5.   

TEACHING EFFORTS: The EASTSIDE EXAMINER, was inserted in the Red Bay 
News in April.  Copies are in the foyer.  A new issue will be inserted the first full week of 
July with an advertisement for our meeting with Ben Hall.  These may be used to give 
to a friend or neighbor.  When depleted, more can be printed.    There is an ad in the 
paper once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.   DVD copies of past 
TV programs are available.   Our radio program continues on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each 
Sunday.   Pray that these efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

NEW DIRECTORY: A sample copy is on the table for correction, additions, or 
subtractions. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS: Posey June 13-16 with Jerry Henderson 
Mon-Wed 7:30 pm.  Fourth Street (Cullman) June 13-18 with Alexander Caldwell 
(time unknown).  Bethel (Brilliant AL) June 13-15 with Mitchell Dalrymple Sun - 
Wed 7 PM.  Hwy 157 (Cullman) June 20-23 with Tommy Peeler (time unknown).  
Our meeting with Ben Hall is July 11-16.  Announcements are on the table.  If you 
know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the one making announcements.   
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• The best thing to do with evil is to overcome it with good 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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HONOR THE KING 
By Kent E. Heaton Sr. 

 
 A new king sat upon the throne of Egypt who feared 
the increasing number of foreign people living in his 
country.  He set taskmasters over them and made their 
life "bitter with hard bondage - in mortar, in brick, and in 
all manner of service in the field.  All their service in 
which they made them serve was with rigor."  (Exodus 
1:14)  The king also decided the male children would be 
killed when born and the girls saved.  The midwives 
feared God and "did not do as the king of Egypt 
commanded them, but saved the male children alive." 
(1:17)  In response, "Pharaoh commanded all his people, 
saying, "Every son who is born you shall cast into the 
river, and every daughter you shall save alive." (1:22) 
 How terrible to live in a country where the king has 
such power and rule that he will decree the murder of 
innocent children at his own whim.  How many children 
were slaughtered is unknown but many no doubt died in 
the muddy waters of the Nile.  These murders were 
carried out with the full authority and power of the king. 
 Many centuries later, another king sat upon a throne in 
the land of Judea named Herod the Great.  He was an 
extremely suspicious and cruel individual.  He murdered 
the entire royal family of Hasmonaeans, put to death 
many of those who opposed his rule and even killed his 
wife Mariamne and the two sons borne him by her.  His 
suspicion and jealousy of the news of one born called the 

mailto:jerry@hendersons.net


King of the Jews troubled him greatly.  He sought out to 
find where this child was to be born and when he was 
deceived, became "exceedingly angry; and he sent forth 
and put to death all the male children who were in 
Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and 
under, according to the time which he had determined 
from the wise men."  (Matthew 2:16) 
 Jeremiah had written of this event many years before 
when he described the scene:  "A voice was heard in 
Ramah, lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children, refusing to be 
comforted, because they are no more."  (Matthew 2:18)  
The tragedy to have your newborn son ripped from your 
arms and you watch in horror as they kill him is too much 
to even consider.  These acts of murder were carried out 
by the governing authorities.  There was no appeal 
process or claims of injustice.  These acts were carried 
out and no recourse could be given. 
 The apostle Peter wrote in 1Peter 2:17, "Honor all 
people.  Love the brotherhood.  Fear God.  Honor the 
king."  The time of Peter's writing brought the rule of the 
Roman sovereign upon the throne.  It was during this 
time that Peter exhorts for Christians to give honor to the 
king.  If the time of Peter's writing can be established, it is 
generally given during the reign of Nero.  He became 
known as one of the most evil rulers in history.  He 
ordered scores of Christians into the arena to be killed by 
lions.  He murdered his own mother, his wife, Octavia, 
and his foster brother, Britannicus. 
 In the midst of this kind of rule, Peter writes, "Honor 
the king."  Christians are to accord the king the respect 
and honor due him by his office.  God never condoned 
the actions of Pharaoh, Herod, or Nero no more than he 
condones any ruling authority that commits such acts.  As 
for His people, God has always reminded them that 
"There is no authority except from God, and the 
authorities that exist are appointed by God.  Therefore, 
whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of 
God, and those who resist will bring judgment on 
themselves."  (Romans 13:1) 
 While our country decries the acts of our leader (and 
leaders) we should always remind ourselves of the duty 
we have before God and that is to honor the king.  As bad 
as it may be today, at least Pharaoh, Herod or Nero is not 
sitting in the Oval Office.  Honor the king! 

WHAT CAN I DO? 
By Ed Brand 

 
 Parents have to respond to a host of questions and 
complaints raised by their children.  One common complaint 
(There's nothing to do!) is often accompanied with the 
question, "What can I do?" 
 Young people, unless you are really anxious to 
become intimately acquainted with work, you should not 
ask a parent this question.  I quickly learned from my 
father there are many things a healthy teenage boy can 
do: clean the bedroom, sweep the drive, mow the lawn, 
weed the flower beds (how I hated that one), hoe the 
garden--the list was endless.  You can see from the 
chores mentioned that it didn't take an inordinate amount 
of skill to clean a room or pull weeds.  It does require one 
thing though--commitment to get the job done.  Christians 
often wonder, and sometimes ask, "What can I do?"  In 
many congregations it seems the main focus is on the 
time the church comes together for worship and study.  
There are only a certain number of things which require 
one to do something: announcements, song and prayer 
leading, distributing the Lord's supper.  Some don't have 
to "do" something publicly.  So, the question is raised, 
"What can I do?" 
 The last months of Paul's life were spent in prison.  His 
final letter in the New Testament (2Timothy) is not a 
scholarly dissertation on some deep theological subject.  It is 
basically an appeal to his "son" to do some things.  He wrote 
that in the "last days" there would be some terrible times 
(3:1).  What can a Christian do in such days?  What act or 
work can be done that will have the greatest effect upon a 
wicked world?  Boldly preach the word of God?  Yes, that 
must be done (4:2).  Nourish and strengthen the weak?  
Yes, that too (2:25).  But many are not equipped or allowed 
to publicly proclaim the message (4:1). 
 One thing all of us can do is live a pure life (2:21).  In a 
world which appears to be getting darker morally and 
spiritually, Christians can be beacons and lights.  You can 
make a statement by the cleanness of life required of saints. 
That is one thing which everyone can do, regardless of 
gender, age, or IQ.  Here's one area you don't have to ask, 
"What can I do." 

Via THINK Magazine 
March 1999 


