
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for August is posted on the bulletin board so the men 
can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SYMPATHY:  Sister Virgie Waddle passed away this past Sunday evening.  She 
had been in the hospital for several weeks and just could not get better.  Her 
funeral was this past Wednesday afternoon.  We extend our heart-felt sympathy 
to her family. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Jack Elliott is in the hospital badly dehydrated, and 
Brenda is having similar problems but not as bad as Jack.  Brenda has a sister in 
Southern Magnolia and another sister in an apartment in this area.   Telford’s 
sister is at Southern Magnolia.  Remember Telford’s brother-in-law.  Virgie 
Waddle’s sister-in-law is in Sothern Magnolia.  Nancy Summerford continues 
helping care for her mother who has Alzheimer’s.  She hopes to be back at 
services soon.  Remember Raymond Poston’s son, Kevin, as he deals with his 
brain tumor and ongoing treatments.   George Hutto has finished his chemo 
treatments and is doing well.  Gerald Rickets’ wife, Michele, is doing well in her 
recovery from a heart attack.  Mike Gay is doing well following his surgery to 
remove a tumor from his pancreas.  In the coming weeks he will be undergoing 
further treatments 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING:  This is catch-up week for our daily Bible reading.   

TEACHING EFFORTS: The men decided in the last business meeting to discontinue 
the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, which we have been inserting in the Red Bay News four 
times a year for a little over three years with basically no response.  Copies of past 
issues are available, and can be used as a teaching tool.  There is an ad in the paper 
once a month offering a free Bible correspondence course.   DVD copies of past TV 
programs are available.   Our radio program continues on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each 
Sunday.   Pray that these efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  Hays Mill (Athens area) Aug 29 - Sept 1 
with Lowell Sallee (time unknown).  East Florence Sept 12-17 with Lee Wildmon.  
(time unknown).  If you know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the one 
making announcements.   
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• What on earth are you doing about heaven? 
 
• The ones who pull the oars don’t have time to rock the boat. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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WHERE'S YOUR EMPHASIS? 
By Kevan O'Banion 

 
 "How many times did he make reference to himself?"  This question 
was asked me while I was speaking to a brother about a recent convert.  
Not yet realizing the intent of the question, I again explained that I had 
been meeting and studying with this particular babe in Christ for several 
months, but there seemed to be little progress.  The same problems and 
weaknesses kept coming back with little or no effort being made to 
overcome them.  Sure, he listened to the scriptures and wrote them down, 
convinced that this time he would do better.  Yet a few days later, he 
would return with the same problems.  Again, the brother who had been 
listening to me asked, "How many times did he make reference to 
himself?"  Remembering past conversations, I began to realize at least 
part of the problem.  The young convert was always referring to himself -- 
what he wanted to do and why he couldn't overcome his weaknesses and 
his failures.  He was so preoccupied with himself that there was very little 
room for God or others.  His self-centeredness was the main hindrance to 
his spiritual growth. 
 The saying that a seed must die to itself before it can grow applies to 
the spiritual realm as well.  Truly, we must die to ourselves before we can 
begin to grow.  The most destructive weapon against that growth is 
selfishness.  This self-centeredness manifests itself in many ways: 
bearing grudges, prejudices, pouting, rebellious and angry attitudes, 
temper tantrums, destructive criticism, self-indulgence, etc.  What work of 
the flesh (Gal. 5:19-21) does not stem from selfishness?  Is there any sin 
which is not, in some way, connected with selfishness?  If we are to 
overcome our weaknesses, we must first learn to overcome our 
selfishness.  Jesus said, "For whosoever would save his life shall lose it: 

mailto:jerry@hendersons.net


and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake shall find it."  It is for this 
reason that he said in the preceding verse that we must deny ourselves.  
(Matt. 16:24,25) 
 Are you denying yourself as far as your brethren are concerned?  Do 
you take the time to visit those that may have a spiritual problem (Gal. 
6:1,2)?  Do you take the time to visit the new Christians; to invite them into 
your home -- or are you too busy?  Do you notice who missed services at 
the last assembling, or are you too concerned with getting home to watch 
the ball game?  Selfishness can blind us to the needs of our brethren, but 
an even greater tragedy is that it can blind us to the needs of the lost!  
"The harvest indeed is plenteous, but the laborers are few" (Matt. 9:37) -- 
and a lot of potential laborers are too selfish to help bring in the harvest!  
Christ gave up his life -- can't we give him our time in return? 
 As long as Satan can keep us preoccupied with our own selfish 
desires and pursuits, Christ's work will continue to be pushed aside.  As 
long as our emphasis remains on what we want and our "compassion" 
remains self-pity, we will continue to neglect the needs of our brethren and 
the needs of the lost.  Remember, selfishness hinders not only your own 
growth, but the salvation and growth of those around you.  Where is your 
emphasis: on yourself or others? 

-- Plain Talk, November 1979 

 

 

B A R Z I L L A I  
By David Smitherman 

 
 The name "Barzillai" is not familiar to most Bible students; 
it never comes up in "Bible Drill" classes.  And what a 
shame.  In an era when many worship at the shrine of youth, 
those who are aged and those who will become such 
someday unless death gets us first (i.e., everyone), need a 
role model to instruct us in proper attitudes and conduct as 
we get older.  We have such in a brief encounter with 
Barzillai (please read 2 Sam.19:31-39 before continuing).  In 
a chapter filled with quarreling Israelites and the likes of 
Shimei, this old man (term used respectfully) is a refreshing 
change and teaches us many lessons.  Among them...  
 Old age is nothing to be ashamed of and the frailties 
of old age should be freely admitted.  The text plainly tells 
us: "Now Barzillai was very old, being eighty years old" and 
Barzillai himself said quite frankly, "Can I distinguish 
between good and bad?  Or can your servant taste what I 
eat or what I drink?  Or can I hear any more the voice of 
singing men and women?" (vs.35a).  He was in the "evil days" 
(Ecc.12:1-ff) when bodily appetites and functions change--

and not for the better.  In a day when the elderly and those 
headed in that direction try--literally, sometimes--to cover up 
the "hoary head" and other signs of advanced years and 
avoid all discussions of death, we need to heed this good 
man's example: he did neither but, instead, spoke freely of 
both.  
 He faced old age gracefully.  There is no hint of 
bitterness in any of this good man's statements about his 
advanced years nor any wistfulness for "the good old 
days" of youth.  He knew he could not turn back the 
hands of time and that he had but a few more steps in 
life's journey (vss.34,37).  Instead of a tone of regret 
there was eager anticipation (see Phil.1:21-23).  The loss 
of those things which were once so dear should lead to a 
longing for that land in which "God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death..." (Rev.21:4).  
 He didn't want to burden others (vs.35b).  While David 
considerately and rightfully offered to care for his aged 
benefactor, there was no "you owe it to me...look at all I've 
done for you" attitude on the part of the venerable Barzillai; 
he had a considerate concern for others, realizing he could 
do little to help and, perhaps, much to hinder.  
 He spent his last days helping others (sustaining David 
in Mahanaim and then escorting him as far as the Jordan as 
he returned home, 17:27-29; vss.31-32).  The word "retirement" 
was not in Barzillai's vocabulary.  How sad that retirement is 
taken all too literally by older saints today and to see those 
with so much they could and should offer (Job32:7; 
Ps.71:18; 92:12-15; Tit.2:4) either get "on the road again" or 
sit down and turn the Lord's work over to the younger and 
less mature.  A careful consideration of Barzillai's example 
should shame such into renewed activity.  
 He gave to others what he could have saved for his 
own.  No doubt he could have rationalized that, instead of 
making generous provision for David, he needed to save his 
wealth for his children.  But Barzillai evidently understood the 
joy that comes from giving to others while we are alive and 
can see and enjoy the use of what we have to share.  How 
preferable is this rather than leaving material things to 
ungrateful, undeserving family members who do not appreciate 
and will misuse.  
 Let us keep alive the story of Barzillai the Gileadite -- on 
our tongues and in our lives--and "yield fruit in old age" 
(Ps.92:14).  


