
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
SCHEDULE: The schedule for September will be posted on the bulletin board so 
the men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

DIRECTORY:  Please add the following to your directory.  Brenda Bennett 112 
McCarthy Drive; Red Bay, AL 35582.  Phone 256-708-1140. 

OUT OF TOWN:  The J. D. Griffin family is visiting family in Tennessee this 
weekend 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:  Jack and Brenda Elliott have both been sick but are 
doing better.  Brenda Elliott has a sister in Southern Magnolia and another sister 
has moved into an apartment in this area.   Telford’s sister is at Southern 
Magnolia.  Remember Telford’s brother-in-law.  Virgie Waddle’s sister-in-law is in 
Sothern Magnolia.  Nancy Summerford continues helping care for her mother 
who has Alzheimer’s.  She hopes to be back at services soon.  Remember 
Raymond Poston’s son, Kevin, as he deals with his brain tumor and ongoing 
treatments.   Mike Gay either is or will soon be undergoing chemo treatments as 
a result of the removal of a tumor on his pancreas. 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING:  This week’s reading is Matthew 8-14.   

TEACHING EFFORTS: Past issues of the EASTSIDE EXAMINER, are still 
available.  The current issue is on the table in the foyer and past issues are in the 
resource room.  These as well as the EASTSIDE REMIINDER (past issues are also in  
the resource room) can be used as a teaching tool.  There is an ad in the paper once a 
month offering a free Bible correspondence course.   DVD copies of past TV programs 
are available.   Our radio program continues on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday.   Pray 
that these efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  Hays Mill (Athens area) Aug 29 - Sept 1 
with Lowell Sallee (time unknown).  Northside in Brilliant August 29 -31 with 
Sammy Bynum.  Mon and Tues 7 pm.  East Florence Sept 12-17 with Lee 
Wildmon.  (Time unknown).  If you know of meetings or singings in the area, please 
tell the one making announcements.   
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• “Good luck” is a lazy man’s estimate of a worker’s 
 success.  
 
• People determine your character by observing what you 
 stand for, fall for, and lie for. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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Editor’s Note:  The following is “Jump Start # 2905”.   I get 
these via email each day Monday through Friday from Roger 
Shouse.  Some of you may get them also, but most here at 
Eastside probably do not.  If you have an email address and 
would like to receive these motivational articles, I will send 
your address to him, and he will add you to his list. 
   I received this “Jump Start” this past week and I thought 
Roger’s contemplations in this particular one, would be of 
interest to everyone considering the present situation in this 
country and other countries around the world.  
 
 Psalms 32:9 “Do not be as the horse or as the mule 
which have no understanding, whose trappings include 
bit and bridle to hold them in check, otherwise they will 
not come near to you.” 
 There are days I feel like this old mule in our passage 
today.  In fact, it seems that I have a lot more in common 
with that mule than I’d like to admit.  There are a lot of things 
going on in our world today and for people like you and I, we 
do not know what the answers are.  
 As I write this, thousands of Americans are left behind in 
Afghanistan with a regime that is violent, hostile, and filled 
with hatred towards our country.  What will happen to these 
Americans?  I don’t know.  I pray.  
 As I write this, parents and schools are coming unglued 
because of the issue of masks.  Now there is talk about 
needing a booster shot.  One expert says one thing, and 
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another says the opposite.  Are they on the up and up or is 
there a political agenda behind this?  I don’t know.  I pray.  
 I went to bed last night with these thoughts swirling in my 
head.  There are many questions being asked, but where 
are the answers?  It’s like one of our hymns, “Troublesome 
times are here, filling men’s hearts with fear.” How true.  
What we long for is paradise.  Everyone to get along.  Life 
back to normal.  But that’s not our world today, and has it 
ever been that way since Adam left the garden?  
 My grandparents had two sons overseas during World 
War II. One was my dad.  There was a major depression 
going on.  I expect they had just as many questions, but who 
had the answers?  Peel back a few more layers in history 
and our great-great grandparents were living through the 
Civil War.  A country that had separated.  What would 
happen?  Could it ever be patched up again?  Why are 
people of the same land killing each other?  So many 
questions, who had the answers?  Then flip more pages 
back in history.  The poor farmer in Europe, dealing with 
plagues and oppressive lords who squeezed life out of them.  
So many questions.  Who had the answers?  Now, flip 
through that Bible.  Christians brought into a Roman 
coliseum as wild animals were released to kill them.  So 
many questions.  Who had the answers?  Then Babylon.  
Then Assyria.  Then the Philistines.  Then the Egyptians.  

Here are some things to keep in mind: 

 First, man will say anything, even if it is dishonest.  He will 
do that to escape punishment, stay in office and keep things 
the way he wants them.  Often leaders do not have the 
interests of the people at heart.  They are self-centered and are 
driven by power and control.  So, it is hard to know what to 
believe when various leaders speak.  Our answers are not 
found in them.  
 Second, trying times come and go.  Our brief walk-
through history showed that.  Each generation likely thinks 
that their times are the worst.  Wars, diseases, disasters, 
and corruption have been a part of every generation.  Ours 
is no different.  

 Third, the one who has the answers is God.  He is always 
in control.  He will bring about justice in His time.  He can 
and has used believers and even non-believers to 
accomplish His will.  No walls are too high, and no nation is 
too strong that God cannot move it to what He desires.  God 
knows.  God has the answers.  

 Fourth, our passage is more about depth of thought, 
consideration, observation, choices than it is knowing what is 
going on around us.  A horse, a mule, we could add, a cow, 
a rooster, a pig, a dog, a cat run on instincts and not a 
conscience like humans.  Animals are not made in the image 
of God.  We are.  When we walk through life without any 
consideration of what we are doing, who we are and where 
we are headed, we are acting like an animal.  Animals can’t 
help themselves.  That’s the way they are.  But we are 
different.  We can control our tongue, our impulses, our 
passions, and our choices.  We are to think about influence, 
consequences, and eternity.   

 I heard a farmer tell me that once there was a very violent 
thunderstorm.  His cows huddled under a tree.  Yep.  The 
tree was struck by lightning and most of the cows were 
killed.  We hear that and think, “Dumb cows.” And they are.  
They don’t understand that lightning can hit a tree.  But you 
or I ought to be different.  We have knowledge.  We make 
consideration of things like that.  We know.  

 And, what we ought to really know is that there is a God.  
He made us.  He made us special.  We are not part of the 
animal kingdom.  We are uniquely made in the image of 
God.  We are spiritual that happen to have a physical body.  
We are responsible to God.  Our ambition is to please the 
Lord.  When we die, that is not the end of our story.  We live 
on and on and on.  In eternity, we live forever, either with the 
Lord or apart from Him.  It is that understanding that draws 
us to the Scriptures.  It is that knowledge that makes us think 
before we speak.  It drives us to be helpful, kind and serving 
to others.  

 We have understanding...even when the world around us 
brings so many questions. 


