
 SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) ...............................10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) ........................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 

SCHEDULE: The schedule for September is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month. 

SYMPATHY: Alice Hamm’s niece from California, who had Covid-19 passed away 
last week.  We extend to Alice and her family our heart-felt sympathy.  Others in this 
community have lost loved ones and we extend to them our sympathy also. 

SICK AND SHUT-INS:   Remember Raymond Poston’s son, Kevin, as he deals 
with his brain tumor and changing treatments.   Brenda Elliott has a sister in 
Southern Magnolia and another sister has moved into an apartment in this area.   
Telford’s sister is at Southern Magnolia.  Remember Telford’s brother-in-law.  
Virgie Waddle’s sister-in-law is in Sothern Magnolia.  Nancy Summerford 
continues helping care for her mother who has Alzheimer’s.  Hopefully,  she can 
be back at services soon.  Mike Gay will soon be undergoing chemo treatments 
for the tumor that was removed from his pancreas. 

COVID-19  A great nephew of Donna Criswell and J. L. Barrett has Covid-19.  
There are some in this community and others known to members here who 
either have this virus or are suffering lingering side effects from it.  Even though 
masks are not required we should continue to be cautious and respect those who 
think they should wear a mask or possibly quarantine for a period of time. 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING:  This week’s reading is James 1 – 5.   

TEACHING EFFORTS: Past issues of all bulletins, are available in the resource 
room.  These can be used as a teaching tool.  If more copies of an issue ae needed 
they can be printed  There is an ad in the paper once a month offering a free Bible 
correspondence course.   DVD copies of past TV programs are available.   Our radio 
program continues on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday.   Pray that these efforts will 
reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:  Hillsboro Heights (Moulton) Sept 19 – 22  
with Ed Brand.  Mon – Wed 7 pm.  River Bend with Frank Ritchie Sept 19 – 24  
Mon – Fri 7 pm.  Mt. Zion Sept 19 – 22 with Lowell Sallee (Time unknown).   East 
Albertville Sept 19 – 24 with Billy Randolph.  Mon – Fri 7 pm.  South Cullman 
Sept 30 – Oct 3 with J. R. Bronger (Time unknown).  If you know of meetings or 
singings in the area, please tell the one making announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• Some folks are wise and some are otherwise. 
 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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Editor’s note:  This past week we lost one of the most able 
proclaimers of the gospel I have known.  Dee Bowman had 
been in the hospital for surgery.  I read that he had come home 
and then heard he had died this past week.  I do not know the 
reason for surgery nor the cause of death.  He had passed the 
fourscore mark (Psa 90:10) and attained 87 years.   
 Dee, as everyone knew him, was a master in the use of 
words.  He could hold an audience in the “palm of his hand” as 
they say.  He could make you laugh or cry with his command of 
words.  He was known and loved by all I ever heard speak of 
him.  Years ago, some took issue with him on some matters, but 
even though they differed, they still held Dee in high esteem, as 
I remember from what I read of the discussions back and forth. 
 He was one of the editors of “Christianity Magazine”.  In 
recent years he had a column titled “Be Wise Small” in 
“PRESSING ON” an electronic publication edited by Mark 
Roberts.  I very much enjoyed reading Dee’s writings and 
especially enjoyed this column, which to some degree, just 
manifested Dee’s wisdom in short sayings or short paragraphs 
of his thoughtful insight, from which many very useful “nuggets” 
could be derived.  I enjoyed not only his writings, but also his 
preaching.  I have heard some very good preachers such as 
Robert Turner who could explain very difficult passage in a way 
that made them simple.  But Dee Bowman had a way with 
words that no one I have heard could match. 
 The following article is one that I copied from a recent 
issue of “Pressing On” that deals with one of my favorite 
topics.  So read, enjoy, and learn from the wisdom of this 
great proclaimer of the gospel of Christ. 
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THE FAMILY TOGETHER 
By Dee Bowman 

 
 Family.  There's something warm and inviting about the word.  
It floods the mind with thoughts of home and hearth, of fathers 
and mothers, brothers and sisters, aunts, uncles, grandma, and 
grandpa.  It conjures memories — memories of togetherness, of 
commonality, of all being in one place at the same time.  It calls 
to mind picnics, ball games, holidays spent with loved ones. 
 Family.  It just says something special.  And the thing it 
most especially says is “together.” 
 Together.  There is no such thing as family without 
together.  No matter how the word is used — whether in 
regard to biology, or mathematics, linguistics, or physics — 
family always suggests something held together by a 
common bond. 
 The church is the family of God (Galatians 6:10; 
Ephesians 2:19).God is the Father, saints are His children.  
We are referred to as “sons of God” (Galatians 5:5-7). 
 There are things that bind families together — things like 
common goals, common interests, and even common 
struggles.  The church is the same.  All these things are both 
recommended and common in the family of God.  Worship 
brings the family of God closer to the Father.  Worship is filial 
(fatherly) devotion, an attitude of reverential respect, of love 
and high regard for the one who has given us life.  When we 
direct our love toward our common Father, we become 
stronger in both our devotion to Him and our devotion to one 
another.  We are told to “worship Him in spirit and in truth” 
(John 4:24).  While this may refer to the attitude we are to 
have when we worship Him, I believe there is more to it than 
that.  I believe He means we should reach down to the very 
depth of who we are and accord to Him the most reverent 
feelings of that inner being.  In the ultimate reality, worship is 
the adoring reverence of the creature for the Creator, and 
that means our most fundamental feelings of love and 
devotion must be extended to Him.  When that is the case, it 
is axiomatic that we also come closer to one another. 
 Being together as a family brings us closer to the Father.  
He is the focal point of our assembling.  When we sing 
together, we bring honor to His name.  “I will sing with the 

spirit and I will sing with the understanding also” 
(1Corinthians 14:15) carries the same responsibility as the 
worship to which we earlier alluded — there must be a 
reaching down to the essence of who we are when we sing 
praises to Him.  Colossians 3:16-17 begins with “Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly,” a sure indication of the 
need for the deepest respect we can muster before we even 
begin to sing praises to Him.  Also, as we are told to teach 
and admonish “one another” in songs, hymns, and spiritual 
songs, the command closes with the enjoinder that we sing 
“with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” Worshipful prayers 
brings us closer to God.  As we each come closer to Him in 
our personal prayers and supplication, we come to be closer 
to one another, praying to the same Father, seeking the 
same blessings, extolling the same Savior.  Worshiping 
together promotes an intimate relationship with the family. 
 Family love is never better or more to be desired than in 
the church of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Love is the divine 
mucilage, it binds us all together in Him (Colossians 3:14).  
That love originated in Him, and is radiated to us; we ought 
therefore to radiate it to one another.  “Beloved, let us love 
one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is 
born of God, and knoweth God” (1John 4:7).  There's 
togetherness in that.  Nothing brings us closer to Him than 
love for one another, born of love for Him.  It makes peace 
possible.  It solidifies unity.  It emboldens hope.  It gives 
security to a proper direction.  It makes motive high and 
noble.  Furthermore, to love the brethren is to be like the 
Father.  "Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the 
truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, 
see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently" 
(1Peter 1:22).  We are brethren.  We each belong to God our 
Father.  Brethren love brethren. 
 The family together is a beautiful sight.  Think about the 
pictures you have seen of families together — paintings, 
portraits, photographs — they all speak to togetherness, to a 
common love, and to a common devotion to a common 
father.  The family together is what the church of our Lord is 
all about.  Let us be careful that we don't diminish its beauty 
by being derelict and neglecting the family together.  I love 
my family, don't you?     (From “Pressing On” Magazine May 2021) 


