
SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

Sunday morning worship (Bible study) ……………………...9:30 AM 
Sunday morning worship (Preaching) .............................. 10:30 AM 
Sunday afternoon worship (Preaching)…………….... .......  4:00 PM 
Wednesday evening worship (Bible Study) .......................  7:00 PM 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 

SCHEDULE: The schedule for November is posted on the bulletin board so the 
men can see what their responsibilities are for the month.   

SYMPATHY: Our sympathy is extended to Jerry and Dottie Henderson in the 
death of Jerry’s sister, Joyce Rickard.  She died as a result of covid pneumonia 
and congestive heart failure.  There will be a graveside service Tuesday afternoon 
Nov 23rd at 1 pm at Tri-Cities Memorial Gardens in Florence, AL.   

SICK AND SHUT-INS:   Jerry Henderson was admitted to the North Alabama 
Medical Center with double pneumonia Nov 13th and was able to come home Nov. 
18th.  Jane Edwards has recovered somewhat from the severe bronchitis she had.  
Brenda Elliott is not feeling well.  Raymond Poston’s son, Kevin’s cancer seems 
to be arrested for the present.  He has another appointment Later this year at MD 
Anderson in Houston TX.  Those at Southern Magnolia are Brenda Elliott’s sister 
and Virgie Waddle’s sister-in-law.  Also remember Telford’s brother-in-law.   Nancy 
Summerford mother is now in hospice care.  Mike Gay is taking chemo treatments 
for the tumor  removed from his pancreas.   

COVID-19  Jerry and Dottie have recovered from Covid-19.  Sometime during the first 
week of November Raymond Poston and his son Kevin Tested positive for Covid-19.  
Even though masks are not required, we should continue to be cautious and respect 
those who think they should wear a mask or quarantine for a period of time. 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING:  This week’s Bible reading is John 15 – 21.   

TEACHING EFFORTS: Past issues of all bulletins, are available in the resource 
room.  These can be used as a teaching tool.  If more copies of an issue ae needed 
they can be printed  There is an ad in the paper once a month offering a free Bible 
correspondence course.   DVD copies of past TV programs are available.   Our 
radio program continues on 95.5 FM at 10 AM each Sunday.   Pray that these 
efforts will reach people interested in studying God’s word. 

GOSPEL MEETINGS / SINGINGS:    At the present I do not know of any meetings 
in the area.  If you know of meetings or singings in the area, please tell the one 
making announcements.   
 
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
• “Even if you are on the right track, you’ll get run over if you 
 just sit there.”  - Will Rogers 
 
• To be truly honest, one must be humble. 

T H E  E A S T S I D E  

REMINDER  
2 P e t  1 : 1 2 - 1 5 
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SPECIAL WEDNESDAY EVENING SERIES 
 

 Beginning Wednesday evening October 6th and each 
Wednesday evening through November 17 we have been 
able  to enjoy gospel preachers from this area presenting 
lessons on Wednesday evenings.  Seven different men from 
this area were scheduled to be with us for this series.  All were 
able to present their studies except one.  Colby Junkin  was 
not able to come due to health concerns.  All of the lessons 
were recorded and are on or will be on our website 
 All of these men presented lessons that were edifying and 
helped us to be stronger spiritually.   

 
Editor’s Note:   Lonnie Oldag presented an excellent lesson this 
past Wednesday evening, the last in the series dealing with the 
second half of life.  This lesson should cause us to pause and 
reflect, because most of us here fall into that category.   I have been 
able to obtain articles from each of the men in this series to publish 
in the bulletin.  However, Lonnie said he had not written any articles 
since, I think, he said back in the 80’s.  I ask him to write something 
for the bulletin, so possibly in the near future we will be able to read 
from his pen.   
 All of these lessons have been recorded and are, or will be 
available on our website.  Even with all the sickness including 
Covid-19 for some, this has been an enjoyable series.  I look 
forward to scheduling a similar series in 2022. 
 On the inside of the bulletin please accept an article from 
another faithful gospel preacher. 
 

mailto:jerry@hendersons.net


ACHAN'S SIN 
By Irvin Himmel 

 
 Jericho was the first city to fall when the Israelites began the 
conquest of Canaan.  Scouts were sent ahead to Ai, the next city 
to be captured.  It was not a large city, so the reconnaissance 
resulted in the recommendation to Joshua that only two or three 
thousand men be used in the attack.  A force of three thousand 
moved against the city, but the men of Ai drove them back and 
the casualties numbered about thirty-six. 
 The Israelites were startled at their lack of success in the initial 
move against Ai.  Joshua and the elders put dust on their heads 
and complained to the Lord.  Joshua reasoned, "O Lord, what  
shall I say, when Israel turneth their backs before their enemies!" 
God answered, "Get thee up...Israel hath sinned...." 
 Joshua rose early in the morning to begin the unpleasant 
task of house-cleaning.  There was sin in the camp.  The guilty 
party had to be located.  The guilt of one man was a 
stumbling-block to the advance against Ai.  Joshua 7 tells the 
story.  It was finally determined that a man named Achan was 
the transgressor.  Only after appropriate disciplinary 
measures had been taken against Achan were the Israelites 
able to conquer Ai.  Achan was stoned to death. 

Achan's Desire 

 God put a ban on the city of Jericho before it was captured.  
No spoils were to be taken.  Everything in the city was 
accursed or devoted to destruction except the silver, gold, and 
vessels of iron and brass.  These valuables were to be put 
into the treasury of the Lord.  All else was to be burned. 
 Achan's first mistake was in seeing and desiring the forbidden.  
He later confessed, "I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish 
garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold 
of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them..." (v. 21). 
 Sin often begins with unlawful desire brought on by what we 
see.  Eve "saw that the tree was good for food" (Gen. 3:6).  King 
Ahaz of Judah "saw an altar that was at Damascus" (2Kgs. 16:10) 
and arranged for one like it to be built at Jerusalem.  This was only 
one act of many that "provoked to anger the Lord God of his 
fathers" (2Chron. 28:25).  David "saw a woman washing herself; 
and the woman was very beautiful to look upon" (2Sam. 11:2).  
That was the first step toward his committing adultery with 
Bathsheba.  Simon "saw that through the laying on of the 
apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given," and he attempted to 
buy the power of the apostles (Acts 8:18). 

 "Covetousness" is unlawful desire.  Achan coveted the 
items of value that he saw even though he knew they 
belonged to the accursed city.  Eve desired the unlawful fruit 
in the garden of Eden.  Ahaz desired the idolatrous altar that 
he saw, knowing that God had forbidden idolatry.  David 
lusted after the beautiful woman that he saw and made 
opportunity to gratify his lust, knowing all the while that the law 
said, "Thou shalt not commit adultery." Simon desired the 
power that he saw in the apostles, but for two reasons that 
desire was unlawful: (1) God's gifts are not for sale; (2) Simon  
had neither part nor lot in the ministry of the apostles. 

Achan's Disobedience 

 Achan "took of the accursed thing" (Josh. 7:1); he 
acknowledged later, "I saw...l coveted...and I took" (v. 21).  
What he had taken he hid in the earth in the midst of his tent.  
This shows that he was conscious of his disobedience.  
Although a person may sin in ignorance, Achan sinned in a 
willful manner.  He knew he was disobeying God. 
 All disobedience is serious.  Saul was rejected as Israel's king 
because he disobeyed God (1Sam. 15).  The man of God out of 
Judah lost his life because he "was disobedient unto the word of 
the Lord" (1Kgs. 13:26).  The people of Israel were taken into 
captivity because they "were disobedient," and rebelled against 
God, casting His law behind their backs, and they slew His 
prophets who testified against them (Neh. 9:26).  The wrath of 
God comes upon "the children of disobedience" (Eph. 5:6). 

Achan's Detection 

 What Achan had hidden in the earth in the midst of his tent 
was not concealed from God.  In time, Joshua learned the identity 
of the guilty party.  To use the words that Moses had spoken on 
one occasion, "Be sure your sin will find you out" (Num. 32:23). 
 All trespasses are not detected by one's fellows in the 
course of life.  Paul wrote, "Some men's sins are open 
beforehand, going before the judgment; and some men they 
follow after" (1Tim. 5:24).  No act of disobedience and no 
wicked thought will escape detection in the day of judgment.  
"For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every 
secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil" (Eccl. 
12:14).  "Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in 
his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes 
of him with whom we have to do" (Heb. 4:13).  Let us learn 
from Achan that no sin is kept secret from God. 

-- Via Truth Magazine XXIII: 7, p. 114, February 15, 1979 


