
APPLYING NEW TESTAMENT EXAMPLES 
Phil 4:9 

INTRODUCTION: 
 A. Phil 4:9 establishes New Testament teaching by examples  
 B. When find disciples of Christ practicing a particular thing 
  with evident apostolic approval, no one with any faith would 
  question the correctness of the same practice today under 
  the same or similar circumstances  
 C. Problems arise in application.  How do we determine what 
  is binding from that which is simply incidental?  
 D. Example: Acts 20:7 shows the day the disciples observed 
  the Lord's supper. Acts 20:8 shows them being in an upper 
  room.  Why do we teach one is binding and the other not?  
 E. The following questions will help us in determining which of 
  the examples are binding on us today. 
DISCUSSION: 
 I. WAS THE ACTION UNIFORMLY PRACTICED IN EVERY 
  OTHER EXAMPLE?  
  A. The rule of uniformity  
   1. If same action is observed without variation in every 
    other example, then practice is in obedience to God.  
   2. Apostles men with personal opinions, obvious in 
    matters of liberty they would select different things. 
   3. When particular practice was uniformly observed  
    by all apostles, the only conclusion is they were  
    acting under God's direction 1Thess 2:13,14  
  B. Example of uniformity in conversion  
   1. Every case, no exception, conversion brought about 
    by preaching, teaching and learning Word of God  
    Acts 2:4-41; 8:5,35; 9:6,17,18; 22:16  
   2. By preaching word conversion effected Rom 10:17  
  C. Example of uniformity in Lord's Supper  
   1. Observed only on first day of week Acts 20:7  
   2. If it establishes right to observe on first day, it also  
    establishes it can be observed ONLY on first day, 
    since we have neither precept, example or inference 
    of observing it any other day. 
   3. Did they always meet in an upper room? 
 II. IS THE ACTION INCIDENTAL OR ESSENTIAL TO THE 
  COMMAND BEING OBEYED?  
  A. The rule of materiality  
   1. Must determine whether everything stated is  
    essential, material, or relevant to the practice  
   2. Things may be stated which are only incidental  
    matters and are not binding on us.  
 ` B. Illustration of things which are incidental:  
 

   1. Place of baptism incidental: design, action and  
    results are the same regardless of place whether 
    Jerusalem or desert  
   2. Place of partaking of Lord's Supper incidental to 
    act of worship.  Jesus taught that the place of  
    worship made no difference Jhn 4:21-24  
  C. Illustration of things essential  
   1. Immersion a matter of importance.  Every example 
    immersion Acts 8:36-39; and Rom 6:3,4; Col 2:12; 
    shows it is a burial  
   2. Elements in Lord's Supper essential to worship.  
    Nothing else but what the Lord used can constitute 
    this supper Lk 22:1, 18-20  
 III. DO SIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES EXIST PROMPTING 
  THE ACTION?  
  A. Rule of limited application: Examples occurring under  
   special circumstances or conditions cannot be applied  
   generaly to all circumstances and conditions  
  B. Selling property practiced only under special  
   circumstances Acts 2:45; 4:32  
  C. Washing saint’s feet  
   1. Jesus not instituting something new 1Sam 25:40,41 a 
    common act performed by servants which Jesus 
    used to teach humility Jhn 13:1-16  
   2. Note the context: the apostles needed this lesson  
    Lk 22:24-27; Matt 20:20-28  
   3. Nowhere mentioned as act of worship  
   4. Paul did not mention foot washing when he retold 
    this incident 1Cor 11:20-26  
   5. Only mentioned after cross in connection with  
    lodging strangers and other Christian duties  
    1Tim 5:10  
   6. Right within itself but not bound as act of  worship.  
    Same circumstances and customs do not exist  
    today. However, in any age whatever would be an 
    act of service or humility must be performed.  
  D. Greeting with a holy kiss Rom 16:16; 1Pet 5:14  
   1. Act of greeting which was a custom then and still is 
    in some eastern countries, but not here  
   2. Principle involved is greeting one another cordially 
    and not necessarially the manner of greeting  
 IV. DOES CONCLUSION AGREE WITH ALL REVEALED  
  ON THAT THEME?  
  A. Role of unity  
   1. Each passage interpreted in the light of whatever 
    and all else God has said on the same theme 
 



   2. Truth always harmonizes with truth 1Cor 1:10; 14:33 
    Examples that violates any precept of truth is not 
    an approved example  
    a. Is Paul's example of not taking wages in Corinth 
     a pattern for all preachers for all time 2Cor 11:7-9  
    b. Answer in 1Cor 9:11-16.  Paul shows it would be 
     lawful to take wages but explained why he didn’t  
  B. Rule of competence: evidence must be competent to 
   support claims made for it. Practices we are anxious to 
   justify are often presumed to be right when in fact the 
   evidence is non-existent 1Thess 5:21  
   1. Infant baptism based on presumption Lydia's  
    household included infants Acts 16:14,15  
   2. To say this, one has to assume that probably:  
    a. Lydia was married (household may be servants)  
    b. She had children who were infants whom she 
     brought with her from her home in Thyatira to 
     Philippi a journey of some distance  
   3. The evidence is not competent to support the claim 
    of infant baptism Note Acts 8:12 
CONCLUSION: 
 A. It becomes increasingly apparent we must study the Word 
  for  ourselves and learn to rightly divide it 2Tim 2:15  
 B. Unless we make proper application of the Word, we may be 
  engaging in practices which are not pleasing to God  
 C. We must continue to examine ourselves whether we are in 
  the faith 2Cor 13:5 
 


