
THE WORK OF THE CHURCH - EDIFICATION 
Rom 12:4-10 

INTRODUCTION: 
 A. Eph 4:12 shows the work of the church to be three fold: Perfecting the  
  saints (teaching its own); Ministry (benevolence) and Edifying the body  
  (evangelism - teaching others) (See quotes from Roy Cogdill)  
 B. Today we are going to talk about one phase of this work - "The  
  perfecting of the saints" Eph 4:12;   
 C. Perfecting of the saints refers to the fitting or preparing more fully, equipping  
  one for work assigned - edifying in verse 16 refers to the individuals building  
  up themselves not the idea of planting as in verse 12 - the words are the  
  same in the Greek yet the context shows a different meaning. "Unto the 
  edifying of itself in love" Eph 4:16  
DISCUSSION: 
 I. THE CHURCH IS EDIFIED BY THE STRENGTHENING, GROWTH,  
  AND DEVELOPMENT OF ITS MEMBERS.  
  A. That which every joint supplieth Eph 4:16; Col 2:18,19  
  B. Do all things unto edifying - every Christian's purpose 1Cor 14:26;  
   Rom 14:19  
   1. All things lawful do not edify 1Cor 10:23  
   2. Edify by our love 1Cor 8:1  
  C. The congregation is edified and strengthened to the same degree  
   and in the same proportions that its members are developed in  
   Christian character and service and brought into proper relationship  
   with God and with one another Rom 12:4-10; 1Cor 12:14-27  
 II. THE EDIFICATION OF ITS MEMBERS IS AN IMPORTANT FUNCTION  
  OF CONGREGATION AS GOD DESIGNED IT  
  A. The proper objective is not members alone but spiritual growth also  
   Eph 6:10 (armour of God)  
  B. Christians must be strengthened in the faith  
   1. No longer children Eph 4:14,15  
   2. No longer babes Heb 5:12-14  
   3. Charge to Titus Tit 1:13  
   4. Grow in grace and knowledge 2Pet 3:18  
  C. Must grow in godliness and ability to overcome temptation and lead  
   pure lives  
    1. Resist the devil Jas 4:7-10  
   2. Ability to serve and sacrifice Rom 12:1,2  
 III. MUCH IF NOT MOST OF THIS SPIRITUAL GROWTH SHOULD BE  
  THROUGH INDIVIDUAL EFFORT  
  A. Study (diligence) to shew approved 2Tim 2:15  
  B. Keep that committed to thy trust 1Tim 6:20  
  C. Give attendance to reading, exhortation etc. 1Tim 4:11-16  
  D. Add to your faith 2Pet 1:5-11  
 IV. CHRISTIANS ARE TO ENCOURAGE AND EDIFY ONE ANOTHER  
  A. Take thought for one another Phil 2:4  
  B. Exhort one another Heb 3:13; 10:25  

  C. Encourage the faint hearted 1Thess 5:14  
  D. Restore the erring - bear one another's burdens Gal 6:1,2  
 V. AVENUES CHURCH MAY USE TO EDIFY MEMBERS  
  A. Through worship Heb 10:25; Eph 5:19; Col 3:16   
   1. Offer spiritual sacrifices 1Pet 2:5  
   2. Confessing faults Jas 5:16  
  B. Through faithful teaching  
   1. Observe all things commanded Matt 28:18-20  
   2. Must be able to teach 2Tim 2:24  
  C. By proper discipline Tit 3:10; 1Cor 5:1-5; 2Thess 3:6,14,15;  
   Rom 16:17,18  
  D. By maintaining an active program of work  
   1. That fruit may abound to our account  Phil 4:15-17  
   2. Be ready to every good work Tit 3:1-8 (remember it is not a  
    good work unless authorized)  
   3. Be rich in good works 1Tim 6:17-19  
   4. By each member functioning in his particular capacity for the  
    good of the body 1Cor 12:14-27  
  E. Through proper love and consideration of the members for one  
   another Phil 2:3,4  
  F. You will notice that in all these activities there is never  any mention  
   of an edifying that is connected to social activities.  They are always  
   in a spiritual connotation, not social  
  G. Note also that the church is authorized in the teaching to edify one  
   another to provide all that is necessary for this work to be done  
  H. We should understand there are differing levels and needs in  
   edification Tit 2:2-6; Heb 5:12-14; 1Cor 3:1-3  
CONCLUSION: 
 A. The local church is the only ORGANIZATION or INSTITUTION, funded 
  with the Lord's money, that God has ordained to be involved in edifying 
  the local body of Christ.  
 B. Whenever any congregation builds and supports other organizations to  
  do the work for which the church is responsible, it becomes guilty of  
  substituting man's way for God's way of discharging its obligation See  
  Isa 55:8,9  
 C. It makes no difference which field of work is being considered it still is  
  unlawful  
 D. Schools have tried and are trying to fulfill this work of the church  
  1. Nothing wrong with the schools in and of themselves but they cannot  
   perform the work of the church  
  2. Neither can any other man-made institution take the place of the  
   church in edification or any other work which was given to the  
   church to do.  
 E. We must all be active in the work of edifying ourselves and one another 
  so the church may grow spiritually. 


