
"THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS" (# 4) 
Blessings Involving The Holy Spirit (1:13-14) (see also 2Cor 

1:19,20) 
 

INTRODUCTION:  
 A. In verses 4-12 we have seen blessings which involve both 
  the Father and the Son...  
  1. Blessings involving the Father - we are: 
   a. "Chosen by God", to be holy & without blame v.4  
   b. "Predestined by God", to receive adoption v.5-6  
   c. "Accepted by God", be highly favored by Him v.6  
  2. Blessings involving the Son:  
   a. "God has redeemed us" through Jesus' blood v.7  
   b. "God has forgiven us" of sins through grace v.7-8  
   c. "God revealed His Will to us" in due time v.9-10  
   d. "God has given us an inheritance" v.11-12  
 B. Verses 13-14 blessings in Christ involving the Holy Spirit   
DISCUSSION: 
 I. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS OUR "SEAL" (13)  
  A. "Seal" means "to set a seal upon, mark with a seal, to 
   seal"  A "seal" was used for various reasons, including:  
   1. To guarantee the genuine character of a document 
    Esth. 3:12, or, figuratively, of a person 1Cor 9:2  
   2. To mark ownership S of S 8:6  
   3. Protect against tampering Matt 27:66  
  B. How is the Holy Spirit our "seal"?  
   1. It could be in every sense of the word...  
    a. Rom 8:16 guarantees our genuine character  
    b. Rom 8:9 mark of ownership 1Cor 6:19-20  
    c. Rom 8:13-14 to some degree helps protect  
     against tampering or harm, also Eph 3:16)  
   2. Context seems to involve "proof of ownership" or 
    acceptance by God  
      a. Holy Spirit - "Earnest" (guarantee nkjv) until the  
     redemption of purchased possession" Eph 1:14  
    b. Sealed by Spirit "for day of redemption" Eph 4:30  
   3. So, until "day of redemption", Holy Spirit given to 
    Christian as evidence that we truly belong to God  
   4. We know H. S. dwells in us by fruit Gal 5:22,23  
  C. When are we "sealed" with the Holy Spirit?  
   1. It is AFTER, not before obedience.  
    a. One hears the word of truth, the gospel Eph 1:13  
    b. One believes the gospel Eph 1:13; Jhn 7:37-39  
    c. One becomes a son of God Gal 4:6-7 occurs 
     when believer baptized into Christ Gal 3:26-27  
 

   2. When we obey the gospel we are "sealed with the 
    Holy Spirit of promise"...Acts 2:38-39;  5:32  
  D. This "seal" as a "mark of ownership" is something that 
   might be of more significance to God (and to Satan, 
   who would try to steal what belongs to God) than it  
   does to us, but we take comfort in knowing that God 
   considers us His property, and that the work of the  
   Holy Spirit in our lives is to be evidence of such  
   ownership. (Nothing can separate us Rom 8:35-39)  
  E. Paul describes the Spirit as "the Holy Spirit of  
   promise", which could be understood in two ways:  
    1. The promised Holy Spirit Acts 1:4-5; 2:33,38-39)  
   2. Holy Spirit gives promise of what else lies ahead.  
  F. In view of what we learn next about the Holy Spirit, it 
   may refer to the latter, because . . .   
 II. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS OUR "GUARANTEE" (14)  
  A. "Guarantee" ("earnest" kjv): is used to refer to "money 
   which is given as a pledge or down payment that the 
   full amount will subsequently be paid".  In Septuagint 
   is translated "pledge" three times in Gen 38:17-20 
  B. The Holy Spirit is a "guarantee of our inheritance"  
   1. God gives H. S. in our hearts as "deposit" (nkjv) 
    "earnest"(kjv)  same Greek word)  2Cor 1:22 
   2. Guarantee of what is prepared for us 2Cor 5:1-5  
   3. Blessing of the Holy Spirit working in our lives only 
    a foretaste of the glory that will one day be ours  
   4. Note what the Holy Spirit can do for us now  
    Rom 15:13; Eph 3:16; Gal 5:22-23  
  C. He serves as such "until the redemption of purchased  
   possession"  
   1. While in one sense we have been redeemed Eph 1:7 
    through blood of Christ, in another sense  God has 
    yet to redeem those who are truly His Eph 4:30  
   2. Until that day, the Holy Spirit serves as a guarantee 
    that the FINAL redemption will one day take place 
CONCLUSION 
 A. So we have the Holy Spirit as a "seal" and a "guarantee".  
  What should  our reaction be? 
 B. These blessings are "to the praise of His glory" 1:6,12,14  
 C. Our reaction should be as stated at beginning of this  
  section: 1:3 that is, to praise God! 
 D. Are you praising God for His wonderful grace and mercy?  
 E. Later on, Paul will tell us how we can "walk worthy of the 
  calling with which you were called" (Eph 4:1),  
 F. Paul sums it up in Rom 12:1-2... 

(From mark Copeland's series - some revisions by jlh) 


