
"THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS" (# 5) 
Paul's Prayer For The Ephesians (1:15-20) 

INTRODUCTION 
 A. Paul has described how God has richly blessed us in Christ 
  through the Holy Spirit Eph 1:3-14 
 B. He now reveals his prayer on behalf of the Ephesians which  
  he also does in Phil 1:9-11; Col 1:9-12 
 C. Remember Paul is writing by inspiration, things mentioned 
  not just Paul's desire, but God's as well; and in most cases, 
  concerns expressed in these prayers are just as applicable 
  to us as they  were to recipients of these epistles 
 D. (Title)  With the thought in mind that Paul's prayer is God's  
  desire for us as well, let's take a close look at this prayer 
 E. This prayer begins with a recognition of their faith and love  
  (v 15) and mention of unceasing thankfulness for them  
  (v 16), then Paul expresses his concern for the Ephesians 
DISCUSSION: 
 I. THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW GOD (17) 
  A. Knowledge defined: Thayer: Noun form: (1) precise and 
   correct knowledge (1a) used in the NT of the knowledge 
   of things ethical and divine - Verb form (1) to become 
   thoroughly acquainted with, to know thoroughly  (1a) to 
   know accurately, know well.  This knowledge comes 
   from close personal association, not casual awareness 
  B. To "know God is more important than human wisdom, 
   glory, or might  Jer 9:23-24 
   1. It is eternal life itself! Jhn 17:3 
   2. Failure to know God leads to destruction 2Thess 1:7-9
  C. Comes by "a spirit of wisdom and revelation" (17)  -  To 
   the apostles miraculously Jhn 16:13 - to us through  
   study of the Word Eph 3:3-4 
  D. Do you "know" God?  Many know "about" God, but God 
   wants us to come to really know "Him".   
  E. Through Word as we have it today, we can allow  the 
   "spirit of wisdom and revelation" to give us that "saving 
   knowledge" of God Himself! 
 II. KNOW THE HOPE OF GOD'S CALLING (18a) 
  A. In Christ, we have been "called" by God  2Thess 2:14 
   1. God "calls" into His kingdom and glory 1Thess 2:12 
   2. "Called" out of darkness into light 1Pet 2:9 
  B. Paul desires them (us) to know the "hope" of this calling 
   1. The word "hope" means "desire with expectation" 
   2. Expected desire of "calling" by God - holy and  
    without blame and to be adopted as sons 
   3. Paul helps fulfill his prayer by writing this epistle 
  C. Do we appreciate the "hope" of God's calling?   

   1. Through Word we have our eyes enlightened.   
   2. No reason to be ignorant of our wonderful "hope" 
 III. KNOW THE RICHES OF GOD'S INHERITANCE (18b) 
  A. Were predestined to adoption as sons 1:5; obtained an 
   inheritance 1:11; Holy Spirit given as a guarantee 1:14 
  B. Riches of church not in material resources, but in people 
   who compose it; their godlike attributes: knowledge,  
   zeal, love,  purity, gentleness, truthfulness, courage, and 
   fidelity before God and man Rev 2:8,9; 3:14-18; 
  C. Actually, the idea here seems to be more that we are 
   God's heritage.  Of course, as such, what belongs to 
   God belongs to us Rom 8:17 
 IV. KNOW GREATNESS OF GOD'S POWER (19-20) 
  A. Described as: "the exceeding greatness" 
   1. "According to" i.e. up to the full measure  "of the  
    strength of His might" - the strength that is a part of 
    His nature. noted in the creation Gen 1:1 
   2. Shown "toward us who believe") In accordance with 
    the same power that raised Jesus and seated Him at 
    the right hand of God in "heavenly places" Eph 1:3 
  B. "Power" makes dead people live Eph 2:1-6; Col 2:12-13
   1. May not impress as much as raising physically from 
    dead but it can't happen without same Divine Power! 
   2. Jesus said: "Which is easier...?" Matt 9:2-8 raise the 
    sick (dead), or forgive sins (make spiritually alive)? 
    Both require Divine Power! 
  C. Source of this power is God Eph 3:16 
   1. Through God's Spirit "strengthened with might"  
   2. "renewed" by Spirit in baptism  Jhn 3:5; Titus 3:5  
   3. Can be strengthened by the Spirit in daily battles 
    against sin  Rom 8:12-13  
  D. Great power "able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
   that we ask or think! Eph 3:20 
  E. We must stand strong in this power Eph 6:10-11 
CONCLUSION 
 A. How is our knowledge of:  (1) God;   (2) the hope of His  
  calling;   (3) His riches;   (4) His power? 
  1. It is God's will that we increase in our understanding, 
   appreciation, and application of these blessings! 
  2. With the help of God's Word, especially a book like  
   Ephesians, we can grow in all these things! 
 B. Before growth can occur, there must be life.   
 C. Have you been "made alive together with Christ"?  
  Eph 2:5-6; Col 2:12-13 
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