
"THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS"  (14) 
Walking In Love, Light, And Wisdom (5:1-21) 

INTRODUCTION 
 A. Looked at walk worthy of calling last two weeks in relation to  
  1. Walking Together In Unity Eph 4:1-16  
  2. Walking In Truth And Holiness Eph 4:17-32 
 B. (Title) Love Eph 5:1-7; Light Eph 5:8-14; Wisdom Eph 5:15-21 
 C. We are to be "followers of God as dear children" Eph 5:1; 
  and just as God is "love, light, and wisdom" personified, so 
  we should try to imitate our Father! 
DISCUSSION: 
 I. WALK IN LOVE (1-7) 
  A. Following Christ as our example (1-2)  
   1. Jesus loved us and gave Himself for us Jhn 10:18
   2. His example teaches us how to "walk in love"  
     Jhn 13:34-35; 1Jhn 3:16-17  
  B. With a love that is pure (3-7)  
   1. Free from any hint of immorality or greed  Eph 5:3 
   2. Suggestive words, jokes or greed are unbecoming 
    "saints" (holy, set apart for God's purpose) Eph 5:4
   3. Immoral or greedy persons have no inheritance in 
    the kingdom of Christ Eph 5:5-7 
  C. Sacrificial love free from personal gain (either sexual or 
   monetary)...the kind of "walk" worthy of our calling"  
  D. Our "walk" bears responsibility of being a positive  
   influence in the world in which we live - so note: 
 II. WALK AS LIGHT (8-14) 
  A. We are now "light in the Lord" (8-10)  
   1. Before, we were "darkness" (Eph 2:1-3); but now are 
    "light in the Lord" - walk like it - Eph 5:8  
   2. The "fruit" expected of those "children of light" is:
    "goodness, righteousness and truth" - Eph 5:9  
   3. By such fruit, fulfill our role as "light" by showing what 
    is well-pleasing to the Lord Eph 5:10; cf. Rom 12:1-2 
  B. As "light" we must expose "darkness" (11-14) 
   1. Don't fellowship "unfruitful works of darkness"  
     Eph 5:11;  Note: Eph 5:3-4  
   2. Instead, our task is to "expose" them Eph 5:11b-13
    a. Things we must "expose" are often so disgraceful, 
     it is shameful to speak of them  
    b. By "walking in the light" our example exposes by 
     contrast these "works of darkness"  
   3. "Light" comes from Christ  Eph 5:14; Note: Eph 2:4-6
  C. To "Walk As Light" is an awesome responsibility, and 
   some have allowed the "darkness" to overshadow the 
   "light", rather than the "light" exposing the "darkness".  

  D. To carry out our role as "children of light" we need to: 
 III. WALK AS WISE (15-21) 
  A. Characteristics of "walking as wise" (15-17)  
   1. Do so with great care "circumspectly" - "exactly, 
    accurately, diligently"  Eph 5:15  Unlike fools, who 
    care little about where going or what happening  
   2. Taking advantage of time available Eph 5:16  
    a. "Redeem the time" = "to make wise use of our
     time and opportunities for doing good  
    b. Necessary, because days are "evil" (bringing 
     toils, annoyances, perils, etc  
   3. Understanding the will of the Lord  Eph 5:17  
    a. Only by doing this can we be a "wise people"
    b. Just as Israel was to demonstrate their wisdom by 
     doing the will of the Lord, so we can "walk as 
     wise" only if we understand His will  Deut 4:5-6  
  B. Walk as wise demands "filled with the Spirit" (18-21)
   1. While those who "walk as fools" delight in being filled 
    with wine, those who "walk as wise" will endeavor to 
    be filled with the Spirit!  
   2. What evidence that one is "filled with the Spirit"? 
    Paul describes three indications... 
    a. One indication is singing praises  Eph 5:19 
    b. Another indication is giving thanks Eph 5:20  
    c. A third indication is submitting to one another in 
     the fear of God  Eph 5:21 
CONCLUSION 
 A. Children of God who delight in singing praises and making 
  melody in the heart; giving thanks always for all things to 
  God; submitting to one another in fear of God, demonstrate 
  that they are "filled with the Spirit", and as such, truly are 
  "followers of God as dear children" Eph 5:1  
 B. As children of God, and "filled with the Spirit", they are able 
  to walk in a manner worthy of their calling, as they: "Walk in 
  love";  "Walk as light";  "Walk as wise"  
 C. We live in a world that has perverted the meaning of "love"
  takes perverse pleasure in works of darkness; stumbles 
  around aimlessly, like drunken fools  
 D. Can we not see the need for the people of God today to live 
  up to their "calling", and to "prove what is acceptable in the 
  Lord"? 
 E. May God fill His children with His Spirit so that we can truly 
  "walk in love", "walk as light", and "walk as wise" and  
  thereby show to the world the "fruit of the Spirit" (i.e.,  
  goodness, righteousness, and truth)!  
 


