
“IF THESE THINGS BE IN YOU” 
FAITH – THE FOUNDATION 

2Pet 1:5-10 
INTRODUCTION 
 A. This lesson begins a series of lessons which we will  
  consider under the heading: “If These Things Be In You” 
 B. Much confusion today concerning the meaning of “faith” and 
  its importance. 
 C. Many false doctrines have found lodging in the hearts of  
  men and women based on a misunderstanding of this  
  subject. 
 D. It is the purpose of this lesson to define the subject and 
  teach what the Bible has to say concerning it. 
 E. Faith is the very foundation on which we build 2Pet 1:5-10   
DISCUSSION 
 I. DEFINITION OF FAITH HEB. 11:1 
  A. Webster defines: belief and trust in and loyalty to God;  
   firm belief in something for which there is no proof;  
   complete trust; something that is believed esp. with 
   strong conviction; believe, trust 
  B. Thayer pistis - faith, assurance, fidelity - conviction of the 
   truth of anything, belief - in the NT of a conviction or  
   belief respecting man's relationship to God and divine  
   things, generally with the included idea of trust and holy  
   fervor  born of faith and joined with it 
  C. The Bible defines it as: 
   1. Substance of things hoped for 
    a. Sub. - under or beneath, i.e. Submarine 
    b. Stance - Stand, foundation, groundwork 
    c. Substance the thing that stands under 
   2. Evidence - Proof that which leads to conviction 
    a. By faith we know of places we have not seen  
    b. Based on the testimony of others 
  D. Faith and Belief used interchangeably 
   1. Faith - noun form of the word a definite thing 
   2. Belief - verb form of the word shows action 
   3. Centurion Matt 8:10-13 
   4. Thomas Jhn 20:27 
  E. Faith is a work Jhn 6:29 
  F. Faith is a full persuasion Rom 4:20, 21 
  G. It is confidence and trust in what God says 
 II. HOW IS FAITH PRODUCED 
  A. By hearing the Word of God 
   1. Comes by hearing Rom 10:14-17 
   2. Purpose of signs Jhn 20:30,31 
 
 

  B. Examples 
   1. Samaritans heard then believed Acts 8:5-13 
   2. Jews, Greeks heard then believed Acts 14:1 
   3. Corinthians heard then believed Acts 18:8 
  C. Faith is produced by the Word of God if Word not taught 
   there is no faith and cannot be any 
 III. IS FAITH NECESSARY TO SALVATION 
  A. Cannot please God without it Heb 11:6 
  B. Must believe if one wants salvation 
   1. Philippian Jailer Acts 16:30, 31 
   2. Preaching saves them that believe 1Cor 1:21 
   3. Receive remission of sins by believing Acts 10:43 
  C. Belief is a demonstration of taking heed to the Word 
 IV. WHY IS IT SO NECESSARY TO HAVE FAITH 
  A. We walk by faith 2Cor 5:7 
  B. Overcome the world by faith 1Jhn 5:4 
  C. Our service to God is by faith Rom 14:23 
 V. WILL FAITH ONLY SAVE? 
  A. We are not asking what man says but what God says 
  B. Note these references to belief without obedience 
   1. Rulers believed Jhn 12:42-44 
   2. Devils believed Jas 2:19 
  C. Faith only justifies no man 
   1. Dead if alone Jas 2:17,20,24,26 
   2. Faith without love unprofitable 1Cor 13:2 
  D. Faith that avails must work Gal 5:6 
 VI. WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THOSE WHO ARE  
  FAITHLESS? 
  A. Die in their sins Jhn 8:24 
  B. Will be damned Mk 16:16 
  C. Be condemned Jhn 3:18 
  D. They will not see life Jhn 3:36 
CONCLUSION  
 A. Faith is the underlying principle of the Gospel of Jesus  
  Christ. 
 B. We must have faith first, if we don't believe there is no use 
  complying with the rest of God's will 
 C. However, as we pointed out faith alone is not enough, it  
  takes faith plus other things as we shall see in further  
  lessons on this text.  
 


