
THE BEATITUDES  # 2  
Matt 5:3-12 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
 A. At the beginning of "The Sermon On The Mount," we find a section  
  of Scripture commonly referred to as "The Beatitudes" - Matt 5:3-12 
  1. "Beatitude" means "supreme blessedness or happiness" 
  2. Jesus discusses blessedness of those possessing certain qualities 
 B. As suggested in the previous lesson, it is as though Jesus was  
  answering two questions people might have been asking: 
  1. Who will be the citizens of "the kingdom of heaven"? 
  2. What benefits do they receive? 
 C. In our previous study, we looked at the "The Beatitudes" from the 
  viewpoint of the question:  "Who will be the citizens of the kingdom?" 
  1. Their character would involve eight inter-related qualities 
  2. Poor in spirit, mourning for sins, meek, hunger for righteousness,  
   merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers, willing to suffer persecution 
 D. Now look at "Beatitudes" from viewpoint of  "what benefits they receive" 
  1. Is kingdom of heaven worth effort to develop such qualities? 
  2. Is kingdom of heaven worth persecution we might endure? 
 E. I believe the answer is "Yes!"  and becomes apparent as we consider  
  the blessedness of the citizens of the kingdom 
DISCUSSION: 
 I. THEIR BENEFITS SUMMARIZED IN WORD "BLESSED" 
  A. First word of the sermon also in Psa 1:1; Rev 1:3  
  B. Used nine times in nine verses (why this section is called "The  
   Beatitudes") 
  C. This word involves great joy and gladness  
   1. It can literally mean, "how very happy!" is the one described 
   2. We can also infer this from Matt 5:12; Lk 6:22,23 
  D. Benefit of being in kingdom of heaven is one of blessedness, a  
   state of true happiness!  
 II. THEIR BENEFITS ARE BOTH PRESENT AND FUTURE 
  A. The poor in spirit - "theirs is the kingdom of heaven" 
   1. As defined in previous lesson (Matt 4:17), those who receive  
    the kingdom are under the rule of God; in a spiritual kingdom  
    a. In the "church," the present manifestation of the "kingdom  
     of heaven"  Matt 16:18; Col 1:13; Rev 1:9 
    b. Will involve "new heavens and new earth" in kingdom's  
     future  Matt 25:34; 2Pet 1:10,11; 3:13; Rev 21-22 
   2. Note: first (5:3) and last (5:10) beatitudes use this expression  
    a. Which seems to imply that the blessings in between  
     likewise apply to those in the kingdom 
    b. Just as kingdom is both present and future, we observe  
     that blessings described involve both present and future 
  B. They that mourn - "shall be comforted"  

   1. Mourn over their sins and spiritual poverty 
   2. They are comforted even now  2Cor 1:3-5 
   3. They shall be comforted in the future  Rev 21:1-4 
  C. The meek - "shall inherit the earth"  
   1. In one sense, they inherit it now 
    a. A result of putting kingdom first Matt 6:33; Mk 10:29-30 
    b. Though they may have less than some who are wicked,  
     God enables them to enjoy it more! Eccl 5:19-6:2 
    c. Which seems consistent with context of Psa 37, from  
     which the phrase was taken  Psa 37:1-11, 16-29 
   2. But in another sense, there remains a promise concerning a 
    "new earth" for those in the kingdom now  2Pet 3:10-13 
  D. Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness - "shall be filled"   
   1. With righteousness found only in Christ Phil 3:8-9 
   2. Received now through precious blood of Christ  Rom 5:9 
   3. Received in fullness n preparation for the marriage of the  
    Lamb  Rev 19:5-9 
  E. The merciful - "shall obtain mercy"  
   1. Those in the kingdom enjoy the forgiveness of sins now  
    through the blood of Jesus  Rev 1:5-6 
   2. They shall also be shown mercy in the future by escaping the 
    righteous wrath of God in the Day of  Judgment  Rom 5:9 
  F. The pure in heart - "shall see God"  
   1. Presently, citizens of the kingdom can see God through their 
    Lord Jesus Christ  Jhn 14:6-7 
   2. In the future, we shall see him face to face  Rev 21:3; 22:3-4 
  G. The peacemakers - "shall be called sons of God"  
   1. Even now we are called the sons of God  1Jhn 3:1-2 
   2. How much more so, in the future!  Rev 21:5-7 
  H. Those persecuted for righteousness' sake - “theirs is the kingdom 
   of heaven” Acts 14:21-22 
   1. Receive a full reward 2Jhn 1:8 
   2. Reward according to work Rev 22:12 
CONCLUSION 
 A. Perhaps we can now better understand why those in "the kingdom of  
  heaven" are truly called "Blessed"  
 B. Certainly the benefits of the kingdom outweigh anything this world 
  has to offer, or any persecution it might inflict! There are blessings  
  now "in this life" and "in the age to come"  Mk 10:28-30 
 C. But the "blessedness" of the citizens is only for those who have the  
  "characteristics" of the citizens in ever-increasing measure 
 D. Do we have the qualities described in "The Beatitudes"?  If not, do not  
  the blessings described in "The Beatitudes" encourage us to develop  
  such qualities? 
 E. May these beatitudes motivate us to examine attitudes, to see if there 
  is room for improvement in our relationships with both God and man  


