
THE SALT OF THE EARTH  
Matt 5:13-16) 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
 A. In "The Beatitudes" (Matt 5:3-12), we saw character and 
  blessedness of the citizens of the kingdom of heaven  
 B. In final beatitude, Jesus implied the attitude the world  
  display toward citizens of the kingdom  Matt 5:10-12 
  1. Persecute them just as the prophets before them  
  2. Influence of kingdom often be one of persecution 
 C. Jesus then describes influence of kingdom upon the  
  world - impact kingdom was to have on the world 
 D. Uses two metaphors - salt and light the first of which  
  we plan to discuss in this lesson 
 E. Expression “salt of the earth” has become proverbial,  but 
  why consider it complimentary to call people salt 
 F. Palestinian salt  
  1. Our table salt is Sodium Chloride, virtually 100% pure  
  2. The salt of Palestine was mixed with many impurities  
   a. It was gathered from the shores of the dead sea, 
    from marshes or dry lake beds (Thompson, the  
    Land and the Book Vol. II pp 43,44)   
   b. Even dead sea has more Chloride of magnesium 
    than salt (McGarvey, Lands of the Bible p. 38)  
  3. In view of lack of purity, the salt had to be preserved 
   from sun and moisture or it lost its savor 
DISCUSSION: 
 I. SOME USES OF SALT  
  A. Salt essential to human diet; also to flocks and herds  
  B. Condiment to bring out flavor and make food more  
   appetizing - was and is the most familiar use  
  C. Preservative for fish, some vegetables and meats  
  D. Has medicinal properties  
   1. Hot salt anciently used as disinfectant for wounds 
   2. Salt-water baths, and gargles are still prescribed  
  E. Salt also had some religious and moral significance  
   1. Offered with all sacrifices Lev 2:13; Num 18:19  
    a. Opposite leaven - preserved from putrefaction 
     and corruption  
    b. Signified the purity and preserving fidelity  
     necessary in worship to God  
   2. God's promise to David called "covenant of salt" 
    2Chron 13:5  
   3. Salt preserving agent, hence everlasting covenant  
 II. CHRISTIANS AS SALT  
  A. Preserving the world  

   1. Mankind saved because of Noah Gen 6:7,8  
   2. Spare Sodom for 10 righteous Gen 18:22-33   
    (three men see verse 1,2) 
   3. Recognizing this we must work to spread Christian 
    influence all over the world  
  B. Healing power  
   1. We have the means of healing for sin - Christ the 
    physician  Lk 5:31 - Gospel the medicine Rom 1:16  
   2. We are the ones to preach the gospel Mk 16:15,16 
   3. We are ambassadors for Christ 2Cor 5:20  
  C. Savor - influence for good Matt 13:33; 1Pet 3:1,2  
   1. All men have influence of some kind:  "I am a part 
    of all that I have met" - Tennyson 
   2. Christian must be for good in thought word or deed 
   3. Salt not always visible in its work, nevertheless it is 
    vitally missed when not present Rev 14:13  
    (influence lives on)  
  D. Salt also creates thirst  
   1. Our lives ought to cause others to thirst after  
    righteousness 1Pet 2:2; Matt 5:6  
   2. Christians may not always be in the limelight but 
    we can be certain our influence is there  
   3. Results will come we must continue to pray, toil  
    and hope  
 III. SAVOR LOST  
  A. Palestinian salt, lacking purity, lost savor rather easily.
   1. Careless storage allowed it to ruin  
   2. Allowing sun or moisture would ruin it  
  B. When savor was lost it was cast into the street or  
   footpath - it was of no use elsewhere  
  C. Christians in constant danger of losing effectiveness  
   as a Christian 1Tim 4:12 
   1. Idleness or worldliness will cause one to lose their 
    influence for good  
   2. When we lose our influence, we are a hindrance 
    rather than a help to God's cause - (must be  
    thrown out)  
   3. Can regain our influence for good by repenting and 
    turning back to God Acts 8:22 
CONCLUSION: 
 A. The "salt of the earth" is a highly commendable phrase  
 B. We must guard against losing our savor (influence) - our 
  sin healing properties (through the Word) 
 C. Only thing keeping you from being "the salt of the earth" 
  is obedience 
 


