
THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
Matt 5:13-16) 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
 A. In "The Beatitudes" (Matt 5:3-12), we saw character and 
  blessedness of the citizens of the kingdom of heaven  
 B. In the final beatitude, Jesus implied the attitude the world 
  would often display towards the citizens of the kingdom  
  Matt 5:10-12 
  1. World would revile and persecute those in the  
   kingdom and say  all kinds of evil against them falsely 
   for His sake  
  2. World would persecute them just as it persecuted the 
   prophets before them  
  3. Thus, the influence of the world upon the kingdom  
   would often be one of persecution 
 C. Jesus then proceeded to describe the opposite - The  
  influence of the kingdom upon the world - The impact the 
  kingdom was designed to have upon those in the world 
 D. He uses two metaphors in doing so  - salt and light now 
  let's consider Christians as the light of the world    
  1. On a visit to Mammoth Cave, I experienced probably 
   the closest thing man can get to total darkness 
  2. From such an experience one can get some idea of 
   the world  without light and of the absolute necessity 
   of light on this earth 
DISCUSSION: 
 I. USES OF LIGHT 
  A. One of the first uses which come to mind is that light  
   dispels darkness  
   1. It enables us to examine and to see things as they  
    really are  
   2. Without light we would all be like blind people  
  B. Light supports life  
   1. Only food making process known is photosynthesis 
   2. Plants utilize light and minerals to make food  
   3. Plants, animals and man depend for food on this 
    process – hence for life  
  C. Light we are told by scientist, is either directly or  
   indirectly the source of all power on the earth  
  D. The light from the sun is the greatest single source of 
   energy known to man  
 II. GOD'S PEOPLE ARE OFTEN CALLED LIGHTS  
  A. In our text - light of the world Matt 5:14  
  B. Ye shine as lights in the world Phil 2:15  
  C. Ye are all the children of light 1Thess 5:5  

  D. We walk in the light 1Jhn 1:7  
  E. Turn from darkness to light Acts 26:18  
  F. Congregations called lampstands or candlesticks Rev 2&3  
 III. CHRISTIANS AS LIGHTS  
  A. Dispel darkness  
   1. Hold up God's word the light Psa 119:105  
   2. Uphold God as the source of all light 1Jhn 1:5  
   3. Paul sent to turn from darkness to light Acts 26:18  
  B. Light is necessary for life  
   1. Men in darkness & sin doomed to death Rom 6:23 
   2. The Gospel of Christ is life giving Jhn 14:6  
   3. To withhold life-giving matter from dying men is  
    not only criminal it is sinful  
   4. There is a sobering thought involved here - we are 
    the light of the world  
    a. If we don't light the world it won't be done  
    b. With whatever power or talent we have, we  
     must give our all to task - there's no one else  
  C. There is power in light  
   1. Soul saving power in the Gospel Rom 1:16  
   2. God's word will accomplish what he intends for it 
    to accomplish Isa 55:11  
   3. Light has power to give life whether direct or  
    reflected  
  D. Christians are lights (reflected light) - we exemplify the 
   life of Christ 1Pet 2:21  
   1. Men may see your good works Matt 5:16  
   2. Ye are our epistles 2Cor 3:2  
   3. Be ye followers of me as I am of Christ 1Cor 11:1  
 IV. FAILURE TO SHINE AS LIGHTS  
  A. If our light has gone out we are of no more use to the 
   cause of Christ than the salt that lost it savor  
  B. If we are not lights we are in darkness  
  C. If we walk in darkness we lie and do not the truth 1Jhn 1:6  
  D. All liars have their part in the lake of fire Rev 21:8 
CONCLUSION: 
 A. Imagine ourselves as mirrors, reflecting the image of God 
  and Christ  
 B. Visualize old mirror and new one or one taken care of - 
  one reflects a distorted image the other does not 
 C. Do you reflect image of Christ or image of the world - if 
  you reflect Christ, is the image distorted by worldliness  
 D. Is you light burning bright on a candlestick or is it hid  
  under a bushel? 
 E. May the prayer of David in Ps 51:10-15 become our own  
 


