
ARE YOU ON THE RIGHT WAY?  
Matt 7:13-14 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 A. Everyone on a spiritual journey, traveling through life, 
 whether religious or not, we travel a spiritual path.  Every 
 day choices made affecting the direction we are headed 
 B. Many people think paths we can travel are many.  In one 
  sense may be true; there are all kinds of religions. But in 
  another sense there are really only two paths or ways 
 C. Jesus spoke of these two ways Matt 7:13-14 
  1. Each with its own beginning, each with its own end 
  2. One heavily populated, other is traveled by few 
 D. Where are you in spiritual journey?  Are you on right way 
 E. To answer look closely at what Jesus said  
DISCUSSION: 
 I. THERE ARE TWO GATES 
  A. The wide gate Matt 7:13 
   1. Beginning of the "way" leading to destruction 
   2. "Wide" allows entrance with no sacrifice  
    a. It does not require giving up anything 
    b. Bring along whatever "baggage" they desire: 
     materialism, prejudice, hatred, unforgiving spirit, 
     believe what one wants 
   3. Chosen by most because there are no restrictions 
    concerning belief and behavior and opens the way 
    to "the path of least resistance" 
  B. The narrow gate Matt 7:13 
   1. Beginning of the "way" that leads to life 
   2. "Narrow" because it requires self-denial and  
    obedience Matt 16:24 
   3. No room for consuming desire for earthly goods 
    Matt 6:19-20; unforgiving spirit Matt 6:14-15; Self-
    righteousness Matt 6:1 
  C. These two "gates" are only the starting points.   
 II. THERE ARE TWO WAYS 
  A. Broad way Matt 7:13 
   1. Leads to destruction.  Allows: any behavior one  
    desires: no need to reform or change "lifestyle" 
   2. Many like this path - think they are "free"; "open- 
    minded" and "tolerant" of others in this same way 
  B. Narrow way Matt 7:14 picture of a narrow and difficult 
   path between two cliffs (NKJ “constricted”) 
   1. "Difficult" because it requires a righteousness  
    exceeding many religious people Matt 5:20; a  
    change of behavior Matt 5:21-7:12  

   2. Because of difficulty, many choose not to travel,  
    they think it too "confining"; too "narrow-minded" 
  C. Describes two gates and two ways, and reminds us:: 
 III. THERE ARE TWO GROUPS 
  A. Many who go in Matt 7:13 
   1. Entrance wide ("come as you are! no changes  
    necessary!"); way is broad: ("Make your own rules!   
    believe what you want; do what you want!") 
   2. Travel by default; unless actively seeking the  
    narrow path, this is the one they will travel 
  B. Few find it Matt 7:14 
   1. True in past, few saved: millions lost in flood vs. 
    eight on ark; hundreds of thousands in wilderness 
    vs. two who entered promised land Lk 13:23-24 
   2. Must be "found" effort expended Lk 13:24; but  
    must be right kind of effort Matt 5:6; 6:33 
 IV. THERE ARE TWO DESTINATIONS 
  A. Destruction Matt 7:13 
   1. "Everlasting destruction" to come 2Thess 1:7-9 
   2. Described as "a lake of fire" Rev 20:15; 21:8 
   3. Sobering words "many go in" Matt 7:13 
  B. Life Matt 7:14 
   1. "Everlasting life" received at judgment Matt 25:46 
   2. "Gift of God", given at the end Rom 6:22-23 
    a. Those set free from sin Rom 6:3-7 
    b. Those who became slaves of God and  
     righteousness Rom 6:17-18 
    c. Those who bore fruit of holiness Rom 6:20-22 
   3. Sobering thought are words about way that leads 
    to life:  "there are few who find it." Matt 7:14 
CONCLUSION 
 A. Jesus describes two gates, two ways, two groups, two  
  destinations 
 B. Do many roads lead to heaven?  Many like to think all  
  religions lead to heaven; it really doesn't matter what you  
  believe or do, as long as you are sincere 
 C. According to Jesus there are only two roads (ways): one 
  leads to life, i.e., heaven; the other, filled with people with 
  many different beliefs, leads to destruction! 
 D. Are you on the right way, the way leading to life Jhn 14:6 
 E. The way He provides is a narrow one, for He requires  
  people keep His commandments Matt 28:19-20 
 F. Will you be among the few, or the many?  Let Jesus  
  direct you along the narrow way that leads to eternal life!  


